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PREFACE. 



This volume contains the substance of a series of 
Discourses on the person of Christ, as described in the 
Apocalypse and the Song of Songs, delivered by me in 
the ordinary course of my ministry. The Discourses, 
when given in full, viva voce weekly, contained numerous 
local applications, which in the main have been left out ; 
a few slight verbal alterations have also been made upon 
them, and in some, as will readily be perceived by the in- 
telligent reader, the line of thought has been considerably 
condensed It was very gratifying to me to be told, from 
time to time, of blessing received under the hearing of 
these Discourses by the people over whom I have been 
placed " in the Lord \ " and if they have been committed 
to the press, chiefly in answer to the urgent request of 
some of them, it is my prayerful hope that, in this form, 
they may be largely blessed of God, to all into whose 
hands this volume may come. May the Holy Spirit, who 
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receiveth and taketh of the things of Christ and showeth 
them unto men, be with every reader, and discover to 
him the deeper meaning which doubtless yet underlies 
the analogies employed in the Word to set forth the 
beauty and glory of the Beloved — the Beloved of the 
Father and of the Church : and to Father, Son, and 
Spirit be all the honour and praise. 

Bastwell Villa, Blackburn, 
'January 1878. 
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I. 

TIfi: SON OF MAN. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

" In the midst of the seven candlesticks, one like unto the Son of 

man." — Rev. i. 13. 

nPHE vision of the person of Christ, described in this 
chapter, was vouchsafed to John when he was in 
the island of Patmos, in the -^gean Sea, during the 
period of his banishment there " for the word of God, 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ : " and, as near as 
may be reckoned, this would be about a.d. 96. 

We read, in the context, that when " in the Spirit " on 
the Lord's day, the attention of John was stirred by " a 
great voice as of a trumpet," which he had heard from 
behind him, and on his having turned round to gather 
what it meant, and from whom it might proceed, he then 
saw, in vision^ "seven golden candlesticks, and in the 
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midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of 
man." 

■ That is to say, there was given to " the disciple whom 
Jesus loved," at this time, simply a representation of 
the Son of man in His glory ; and we are not to under- 
stand that the Lord Jesus then really appeared to John. 

It was a vision, we conclude, like to that by which 
Isaiah saw the Divine glory, when he received his com- 
mission as a prophet, and like, also, to the visions which 
were vouchsafed to Ezekiel by the river Chebar : and in 
a similar way God declared Himself to Daniel, and his 
description is found to be almost identical with w^hat 
John was commanded to write. Daniel beheld " a cer- 
tain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with 
fine gold of Uphaz; his body also w^as like the beryl, 
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes 
as lamps of fire, and his arms and feet like, in colour, to 
polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice 
of a multitude." John, the New Testament seer, on the 
other hand, saw " one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a GARMENT down to the foot ; and girt about the 
paps with a golden girdle. His head and hairs were 
white like wool, as white as snow ; and his eyes were as 
a flame of fire ; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if 
they burned in a furnace ; and his voice as the sound of 
many waters. And he had in his right hand seven 
stars; and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword ; and his countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength " (Dan. x. 5, 6 ; Rev. i. 13-16). 
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By such a representation, then — the Son of man set 
forth as in the^midst of the seven candlesticks — we have 
an answer to the inquiry which may be made — IVJiere 
is Christ to be found 1 The seven candlesticks, or 
rather lampstands, are a symbol of the Church — and we 
need not confine the reference to the Churches which 
were then in Asia Minor, for there were more than 
seven Churches there; and, besides, in some ancient 
MSS. the words "in Asia," occurring in the eleventh 
verse of this chapter, do not appear. It is quite in har- 
mony with the usage of Scripture to conceive of the 
number seven, in this instance, as conveying the idea of 
totality — universality ; and the seven candlesticks, as, 
therefore, representative of the one entire Church of 
Christ throughout the world. 

And we may note a difference here between this 
vision and that which was given to Zechariah, who 
saw but one lampstand with seven branches; for we 
have here seven separate lampstands, and the Son of 
man is seen as if all the lampstands were circled round 
Him, even as He is " in the midst." 

The vision might then be regarded as proclaiming, or 
testifying to, the fulfilment of the promise of the Lord, 
when He said, " Lo ! I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." It was expedient for Him to 
go away, in order to this. In the limitations of our 
humanity, when on earth. He could not be in all places 
at one and the same time. But now, though bodily 
present in heaven, to be seen there in the midst of the 
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throne, as a "lamb that has been slain," we are to 
believe that He is also in His Church on earth by His 
Spirit ; and when John was " in the Spirit," he was also 
then, in very truth, indwelt by Christ. 

This promised presence is most real Himself is with 
us, in us — formed within all His believing people, who 
constitute His Church — in all places where His name is 
recorded, looking to their wants, attentive to the voice of 
their cries, extending all needed help, and hedging them 
round as with a wall of fire, lest any hurt them ; and in 
vain the "assembling of ourselves together," if we are 
not sensible of this gracious presence. But, to all who 
know it, it becomes to them a happy antepast of the 
promised sight of Him, " face to face," in the inner 
shrine; and thus a day spent in the outer, earthly courts, 
is confessedly better than a thousand spent anywhere else 
on earth : all such feel it " good " to be there, for 'tis 
" like a little heaven below." 

The Church is hence represented as a "garden," in 
which Christ walks ; His " banquet ing-ho use" into which 
He comes to see His guests ; " Zion," where He shows 
His face ; the " place of His feet," which He has pro- 
mised to make glorious : and all who believe in Jesus live 
in the faith of His promise, that " where two or three 
are gathered together" in His name. He will be "in 
the midst " of them — among them, even as " one that 
serveth." 

Again, may not the material of which the lampstands 
are made, be considered as setting forth the freciousness 
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of the Church in the estimation of the Lord ? We think 
it may. It is not, we may suppose, purely accidental 
that we have this noted to us ; nay, more, being made 
of beaten gold, we may consider that there is also 
imaged forth here, how pure — even as gold tried in the 
fire — the Church should be in her faith and life; how 
essential, in short, it is for her, having named the name 
of Christ, to depart from all iniquity. 

But more especially We may learn from the vision, 
what is the specific, distinctive work of the Church in 
the world. This is not a vision of candles, capable of 
giving light of themselves, and also self-consuming. The 
Church is represented by lampstands — ^light-bearers ; and 
the seven surround the Son of man, manifestly in order 
that they all might bear and hold forth such light as the 
" Light of the world " might please to put into them : 
and you can perceive, that soon as the true light is put 
into them, the surrounding unity of light will bring out 
into resplendent glory the Son of man who is in the 
midst : and this we believe to be, with all the diversi- 
ties of gifts and operations, the one work of the Church 
of Christ, through all time. The Church is not called 
to shine in the light of mere reason, or of science, or of 
human philosophies, nor even in the light of human 
creeds or systems. Such is not her function ; but only 
to hold fast, and shine all round, in the light of the 
Lord — in the light He gives, by His word and Spirit. 

Whether, therefore, as we preach or hear, our great 
concern should be as to ^^what saiih the Lord.^^ We are to 
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preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and 
when we assemble ourselves to hear, it must only be 
to " hear what things are commanded us of God," even 
as we must bring all things to the test of " the law and 
the testimony ; " for if the servants of Christ speak not 
according to that, "it is because there is no light in 
them." 

And " good works " are also light, in which we are to 
seek to shine more and more until the perfect day — 
the good works — the fruit of faith, by which we are to 
lead men to glorify the Father. 

It should also be noticed here, that there is no rivalry 
among the lampstands. We read not of one seeking to 
extinguish the light of another. Represented, moreover, 
as all equally dependent on Christ, the candlesticks are 
as nothing, compared with the light they give ; and might 
there not, therefore, be some profitable lessons gathered 
from this, by some in our time ? How, for example, 
will the strifes and rivalries of sects compare with this ? 
The present-day "lust for outward success, self-glorifi- 
cation, vaunting of our own prosperity and progress, 
eager canvassing for converts, and vain-glorious display 
of our own numbers ; and, on the other hand, deprecia- 
tion of our neighbours' sincerity or zeal, attempts to 
line off his adherents, envying and grieving at his 
progress, and chuckling over his discomfiture ! " But 
we make no further comment here — " Wisdom is justi- 
fied of her children," and "the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be 
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entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partial- 
ity, and without hypocrisy. And the fifuit of righteous- 
ness is sown in peace of them that make peace." 

In the vision, also, we see only one Headship, It is 
"none but Christ." There is no earthly sovereign, nor 
even an archbishop — nay, not even a pope shadowed 
forth here ; nor indeed is there anywhere in the Word. 
And sovereigns, popes, and archbishops usurp, at their 
own peril, the place of Him to whom alone it, of right, 
belongs. The Son of man alone must be in the midst, 
even as He is " Head over all things to His Church, 
which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all 
in all" 

We may learn, likewise, from the vision, how to dis- 
tinguish between a false Church and a true. The true 
Church receives and shines in the light from the Lord, 
as the light in all the seven lampstands is one and the 
same light That Church, therefore, must he false, which 
has regard only to human traditions, or to the teachings 
of fallible men ; and " if the blind lead the blind, both 
must fall into the ditch." 

Once more, in immediate connection with the vision, 
we may learn how we are both to apprehend our duty, 
and to sustain its exercise. We must needs be, like 
John, "in the Spirit" Nothing, as pertaining to the 
real work of the Church, can well be conceived, or 
efficiently carried out, except as in the Spirit of Christ. 
And there is, in this respect, we contend, no lesson the 
visible Church has, perhaps, more need to learn, than 
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that which, given of old, is ever new : " Not by might 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts." The light of Christ's truth must be in the 
Church ; but the Spirit must also be with the Word, for 
He is the oil by which alone the light can be kept 
brightly burning all through the night of time. Let us, 
therefore, "tarry at Jerusalem," until we are endued 
with this unction from the Holy One — with the Spirit 
of that Son of man, who is in the midst of the seven 
golden lampstands : the description of whose person we 
purpose, in the sequel, to consider more particularly. 



11. 

THE BELOVED. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

** He is altogether lovely."— SoNG OF Songs, v. i6. 

'T^HIS Scripture appears to be a kind of drama, 
pastoral and also allegorical in its character. We 
receive it without the shadow of a suspicion, about 
either its genuineness or authenticity. Solomon was 
the author of " a thousand and five " songs, and this 
one he has styled the " Song of Songs," probably either 
because he conceived it to be the best of all, or from 
its being the only one which was divinely inspired ; for 
had it not been regarded as inspired, it had doubtless 
never fotind a place in the sacred canon : and this 
of itself — its place among the other books of Holy 
Scripture — we think, is a sufficient answer to such objec- 
tions as have been raised against it by some who have 
thought it to contain only a story of earthly and sensual 
love. 

We stay not to make any comment upon the varied 
and contradictory interpretations of the Book that are 
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extant Let it suffice that we offer simply the results 
of our study, in the hope that you will find them to be 
consistent with the truth. We avoid the mistake into 
which most have fallen, by viewing Solomon as repre- 
senting the Beloved. It would appear to us that the 
Beloved is a Being apart — a Divine ideal, in short, of 
the person of Christ Himself : and even as in the quad- 
ruple gospels of the New Testament we see the Beloved 
Son, in whom the Father is well pleased, living, and 
moving, and having His being before us, every page of 
them being, as it were, instinct with His Divine life — 
so may it be found to be pre-eminently the case with 
this Book j and more tenderly, perhaps, than any other 
Scripture, does it commend Christ, in the beauty of His 
person, to the souL 

Underlying all the poetry of the Book, it has a simple 
story something like the following : — In an Eastern town, 
called Shunem, lived a beautiful young woman whose 
name was Shulamith. While tending her flocks there, in 
course of time she became betrothed to a young man, 
who is not named in the Book, but whom we may 
recognise as "Love" — "the Beloved." After a time, 
the Shulamith was to be found in a vineyard, and again 
to be seen amongst the daughters of Jerusalem, in the 
court of King Solomon, and in this latter place brought 
under the influence of strong temptations to desert her 
Beloved, from the endeavours of the king to win her 
affections. The king, however, failed : all his praise of 
her beauty led her, he could see, but the more to laud 
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the praises of him who had already captivated her, and 
to intensify her heart's longings to be with him ; and 
hence he sent her back to the district of country 
whence he had taken her. Then, after her return from 
the king's court, we have the two lovers pictured 
together — ^the Shulamith seen coming up out of the 
wilderness, " leaning on the arm of her Beloved." For 
a time, however, and for reasons not explained in the 
Book, the lovers part from each other, and the Book 
closes with affectionate expressions of desire, on the 
part of the Shulamith, for the early return of her 
Beloved. When this Song is carefully looked into, 
such will appear to be the more prominent features of 
the story, omitting some minor details that are mixed 
up with it, which, like the drapery of some of our Lord's 
parables, are possibly not intended to be forced into 
spiritual meaning. 

We think, therefore, we are correct in viewing the 
Beloved of the Song as representing Christ ; the Shula- 
mith, the Church of Christ ; King Solomon, as typical 
of the attractions of the seen and temporal ; and the 
daughters of Jerusalem, such persons as have been 
brought under the power of the world, but who, when 
they once hear about Christ, are ready to seek Him; 
for we find that after the Shulamith had described the 
person of Christ to them, they asked, " Whither is thy 
Beloved gone, O thou fairest among women ? whither 
is thy Beloved turned aside ? " — (" thy " Beloved, imply- 
ing that He was not yet theirs) — "that we may seek 



12 ^ THE BELOVED. 

Him with thee." And, generally, the Book sets forth the 
Church captivated by the grace of Christy and in and by 
that grace gaining the victory over the world ; the grace 
also leading her to long to be with Christ where He is — 
all which is in harmony with the teaching of the New 
Testament, and of the whole Word of God, as it is " by 
grace we are saved through faith, and that not of our- 
selves, it is the gift of God ; " and therefore it is that 
Christ, in the estimation of the Church, is " altogether 
lovely." 

Reader, if you truly believe in Jesus, you may there- 
fore gather from this what your estimate of Jesus should 
be : He should be to you the " altogether lovely." 

He will be such in His preciousness to you, that you 
will not even dream of giving a place in your heart to 
any other object or person in the whole world. You 
will be ready to say, "Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee, and there is none upon the earth I desire beside 
Thee?" 

Yes, ALTOGETHER LOVELY; for, far from discovering 
any defects in Him, or even one unamiable feature. He 
will be conceived of by you as lovely in His every 
feature — as gathering up within Himself the sum total 
of all excellencies. 

Altogether lovely, for you will be able to see nothing 
lovely, but as it may stand in relation to Him, and it 
will be lovely to you only in proportion to the closeness 
of that relatioa 

Altogether lovely, and you will therefore not think of 
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anything or any person you might bring into compari- 
son with Him. He will ever be to you the Fountain of 
Divine loveliness, the only and great Original of it, the 
absolutely Lovely, Himself loveliness. 

And you will joy in the thought, that the unsurpassed, 
and unsurpassable, beauty of Christ endures for ever, 
while all visible things must perish. 

The fulness, in short, which is in Him — even the 
"fulness of the Godhead" — will leave you to desire 
for nothing else ; for Christ is " all desires," altogether 
desirable, all in all : incapable of being fully described 
in His desirableness, as, in short, infinitely transcending 
the noblest, holiest conceptions of the human souL 

If such, believer, is your estimate of Christ, you may 
next learn what should be the outcome of it — what will 
necessarily accompany or flow from it. 

You perceive, it is because the Shulamith is so capti- 
vated by the beauty of Christ, that she earnestly seeks 
occasion to speak forth the praise of His person to 
those who are drawn away by the lust of the things that 
are in the world. And then she is also seen braving 
the greatest perils, as she passes through the streets of 
the city, rather than be without a sense of His presence 
and fellowship. Her sufferings, moreover, are all as 
nothing to her, if only she can find her Beloved. Her 
whole soul goes out after Him. She intensely longs to 
see Him — ^to be with Him ; it is very misery to be with- 
out Him. 

If, reader, Christ is equally precious to you, then 
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assuredly, transported with the thought of Him, filled 
with His love, you will as earnestly seek to commend Him 
to others. And oh ! surely in the ministry of the Word 
this should invariably be evident We shall be found 
in our preaching to sink poor self, that Christ may be all 
in all Alas ! that there should be so much contention 
in our time about brains, and that the people should 
look so much to mere intellectualism. " What have we 
that we have not received, even as the Lord gave to 
every man ? " " God forbid that we should glory, save 
in the cross of Christ;" yea, and woe be to us if we 
preach not the Word — the Gospel of the grace of God ! 

Reader, if Christ is precious to you — then wherever 
you can find an open ear, speak forth His praises, and 
let this be a delight to yoa And make no account of 
the reproaches and sufferings you may be called to 
endure in the world for His name's sake ; yea, reckon 
not even your life dear unto the death for Him, for the 
"sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us," 
and death shall only serve to usher us into His pre- 
sence, " where is fulness of joy and pleasures for ever- 



more." 



There were some, in the day of our Lord's humiliation, 
who saw no comeliness in Him — no beauty that they 
should desire Him, because He was not the Christ they 
had been looking for, and therefore they " received 
Him not" Alas ! that for the same reason now — the 
hope of merely temporal advantages — Christ should be 
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rejected and despised of men. That as He does not 
meet that hope in the way they expect, they should 
" make light " of Him. Ah, surely, " the natural man 
understandeth not the things of the Spirit of God," and 
they must continue to be " foolishness to him," until 
the scales are taken off his eyes, and his prejudices are 
removed ; and not till then can he see in Christ " the 
altogether lovely." 

Reader, to what are you looking for satisfaction ? Is 
it to the world ? Then know that it is a lying vanity. 
Is it to the riches of the world ? They will pierce you 
through with many sorrows. 

Oh ! know you not, that you have a soul which the 
whole universe may notv satisfy ? It is crying out now 
for the living God, for whom it has been made, and by 
whom alone its capacities can be filled. Why go and 
hew out for yourselves " cisterns, broken cisterns, which 
can hold no water " ? Is this wise, when there is the 
great Fountain, open and free to all, which is all satisfy- 
ing, and satisfying for ever? Let Christ, who, among 
ten thousand competing claims, is chief — ^the altogether 
lovely — Christ who died for you, and rose again — have 
your whole heart's trust, and you will be made in Him 
" beautiful for ever " — beautiful with those graces of His 
person, which are described by the Shulamith, and to 
the consideration of which, along with His glory, we 
would seek to invite your attention ; for " His head is 
as the most fine gold ; His locks are bushy and black 
as a raven ; His eyes are as the eyes of doves, by the 
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rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set ; His 
CHEEKS are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers ; His 
LIPS like lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh ; His 
HANDS are as gold rings set with the beryl ; His belly 
is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires ; His legs are 
as pillars of marble set upon sockets of fine gold ; His 
COUNTENANCE is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; 
His MOUTH is most sweet : yea, He is altogether 
lovely." 



III. 

HIS CLOTHING, 

** Clothed with a garment down to the foot." — Rev. i. 13. 

A 1 riTH such clothing is the Son of Man seen in 
vision, in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks ; and the garment, we think, may be regarded as 
symbolising our Lord's priesthood, the work of which 
is being carried on within the veil We read of His 
having worn a seamless vesture or body garment when 
He walked our earth, and that vesture, for which lots 
were cast by the soldiers 'neath His cross, might serve 
in some respects to compare with the garment He is 
represented as now wearing : and the purple robe with 
which He was arrayed in derision and scorn by His 
inhuman persecutors and murderers, might also, per- 
haps, be considered as forming another striking contrast 
to this priestly robe of highest honour. But while these 
garments may not have been designed to convey any 
specialty of His personality or work, undoubtedly this 
is so with respect to the robe of the vision. The high- 
priests under the old economy were types of the Lord 

B 
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Christ, and as their garments also were symbolical, it is 
ciuitc allowable, therefore, to regard the clothing of the 
Son of Man in the same light. What we, moreover, 
Kcc in the type, we expect to find in the antitype. 

We therefore proceed to call attention to some of the 
sii^niftautt features symbolised by this high-priestly robe: 
niul in order to the better and fuller conception of these 
features, we turn to the description of it which is found 
in the 28th chapter of the Book of Exodus. There we 
read that the Lord commanded Moses and said, "Thou 
shalt n\ake the robe of the ephod all of blue. And there 
shall bo a hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof : it 
shall have a binding of woven work round about the 
hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it 
be not rent. And beneath upon the hem of it thou 
shalt nuikc iH>mcgranates of blue, and of purple, and of 
scarlet* nnind alK>ut the hem thereof : and bells of gold 
Ikhwccu them n'^und al>out : a golden bell and a pome- 
granate uiH>n the hem of the robe round about." 

*rhcre \wrc ivther rolvs apjx)inted to be worn by the 
^v^UnA^^* prJosis^ but this robe of woven work, of finely 
twinv\i Uncn, with its omamentSj was a dress distinctive 
\\t the hi^h-ivricsi aUMU\ and was the robe which was 
\^\w^ ONXT the iunii\ iu\d unvier the ej^hod, or the short 
n>l>e OJ> which ix^c\i the brcastj^aie wiih the twelve 
)>ixvk>U3i $ioncis on which w<jc cnp:a\XH5 the names of 
tho trihcs: AHvi x^hile ihc cj-^hod robe covej>ed like an 
OJxJittAiy ^^It the uj^j^a- ^van of the Kx^y, the robe of 
The eJ^hlVi undcnWAlh it^ reached down :o the feet 
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It is not said that Christ in vision was seen to be as 
fully attired as were the ancient high-priests, but yet this 
robe of the ephod implies the other robes, which, with 
this one, were "for glory and for beauty." 

As relates to Christ, then, there is first of all suggested 
to us, by the high-priestly garment He is represented as 
wearing. His assumption of our humanity : of His having, 
for a time, veiled His Divinity and Godhead in human 
flesh ; and such a vesture as now worn by Him, within 
the Holy of Holies, is declarative to us generally of the 
work He has accomplished for the glorification of that 
nature which He took upon Him. 

Before He became incarnate for us, He had a glory — 
the glory He had with the Father before the world began 
— the glory of essential Godhead, oneness and equality 
with the Father; but on account of His assumption of 
our nature, and by reason of what He has done in and 
for that nature, a new glory has been added to that 
which was from everlasting — the glory of having all 
power in heaven and on earth committed to Him by the 
Father, and of His having also been constituted the 
Saviour and Judge of mankind. This living vestment, 
more costly than all the robes of the Aaronical priest- 
hood, with which our God in Christ is now and for ever 
invested, is thus a gracious fact of revealed truth, which 
must lead us to express our continuous gratitude and 
loudest praise ; for indeed the mere outer garment, as 
set forth in vision, may be considered as having "no 
glory, by reason of this glory that excelleth." 
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But the garment reaching to the foot of the Son of 
Man in vision, proclaims d^ finished atonement. 

The earthly high-priest under the old economy had 
first to make an offering for his own sins, before he could 
be permitted to offer sacrifice for the people, and enter, 
as he did, into the most holy place once every year, on 
the great day of atonement. But Christ being without 
sin — being " holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners" — had no need to make such an offering; He 
offered Himself "without spot" to God, and by the 
offering of His own most precious blood He has made 
a complete atonement for us, and the proof of its accept- 
ance is to be seen in the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ, for the justification of all who should believe on 
Him. " Once for all, in the end of the ages, hath He 
appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ; " 
and He is thus both priest and sacrifice. And there- 
fore no sacrifice such as the Popish mass is called for, 
and, wherever offered, it must now be regarded as not 
only a senseless, but a sinful performance — even as it 
means the crucifixion of Christ afresh, since it is asserted 
with bold and impious effrontery that the elements of 
bread and wine are changed into very flesh and blood. 
And when Christ comes back again, it will not be to 
offer another sacrifice, but to reap the fruits of the sacri- 
fice, which, offered once for all, was once for all accepted, 
and declared sufficient to atone for the sins of the whole 
world. 

His presence now in the heavens, moreover, is an 
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assurance of His carrying on there the work of interces- 
sion for all whom the Father has given Him to save and 
bless. His five wounds are there pleading for all who 
come unto God by Him, as those wounds are also an 
everlasting memorial of that great love which brought 
Him down to earth, to suffer and die as a malefactor 
upon it. Now He takes all the cries, and tears, and 
offerings of His believing ones on earth, and presents 
them for acceptance in Himself; and His intercession 
is as all-prevailing as it is enduring, for " Him the 
Father heareth always." 

Yet more : as the high-priest represented — stood in the 
place of — ^the people, while he was within the veil, alike 
of the tabernacle and of the temple, it is even so with 
our great High-Priest, "who has passed into the hea- 
vens." He is there as the Forerunner — the First-firuits 
— and also bears on His heart the names of all who are 
being saved by Him, even as the high-priest carried the 
names of all the tribes upon the breastplate of the ephod. 

And one othbr feature may be briefly noticed in 
connection with the high-priestly garment. The robes 
of the earthly high-priests descended to successors in 
office ; but our High-Priest can have no successor. The 
priesthood have served their appointed time, and Christ 
is now declared to be a Priest for ever, " after the order 
of Melchisedec" — His priesthood being unchangeable 
and eternal, and now and for all time tenderly and 
compassionately exercised towards "the ignorant, and 
them that are out of the way." 
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'~ But, again, the length of the robe has its significance 
for us. By its reaching down to the foot, may we not 
learn from that the sufficiency of Christ's atonement 
for all the members of His body, or of His Church, 
or believing people? None may perish for lack of 
provision, nor any venture to think that possibly he 
may not be included in His saving efficacy. The atone- 
ment made by the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is of such gracious fulness, that it is to 
be offered for the acceptance of all to whom the Gospel 
— the good tidings of it — is preached, even as He has 
commanded the Gospel to be preached to every creature, 
and all men everywhere are called to repent, and to 
believe that gospel, in which there is the assurance, 
that to as many as receive Christ, power shall be given 
to become the sons of God, even to as many as believe 
in His name. 

We think that the colour of the garment may also 
be viewed as pointing to the heavenly origin of man's 
salvatioa It is not left to any man to procure accept- 
tance by any works of his own. All works, so called 
good, are valueless and vain out of, and apart from, 
Christ " Not by any works which we have done," or 
may yet do, does God save us, " but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost" God " imputeth righteousness with- 
out works;" as also testifies the Apostle, "to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." In. 
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a word, if we are ever to become new creatures in Christ 
Jesus — and without becoming that, no man, however 
otherwise correct in morals and life, can be saved — we 
" must be bom again " — ^bom from above. " Marvel 
not " at this, says Christ Himself. " Salvation is of the 
Lord " alone . 

Then the robe was seamless, and in that we may find 
a S5niibol of the unity which the Church of Christ 
should present to the world — even as it is one body. 
We must hold it to be one of the greatest sins, to seek 
the multiplication of sects and parties — to engender 
schism by our conduct God has given to us in the 
New Testament a type of what the polity of His 
Church should be, as its foundation is set forth as in 
Christ Himself, in whom all the living stones are built 
up, and joined together by the cement of His faith and 
love through the Spirit. And as members of Christ's 
body, therefore, we should seek to preserve the unity by 
all means, and protest against the existence of sects and 
parties, which are only giving occasion to the enemy to 
blaspheme, and standing in the way, as barriers, of the 
world's conversion to God. Jude, in his epistle, tells us 
that there shall be " mockers in the last time, who shall 
walk after their own ungodly lusts ;" and these, he adds, 
be "they who separate themselves, sensual, not having 
the Spirit." And woe, therefore, be to the man who 
seeks to find an apology for the existence of sects and 
parties, since the Gospel was meant to unite, gather all 
into one, and the Church on earth designed, by its 
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unity, above all things, to become a type of the Church 
in heaven — the Jerusalem above, which is "four-square." 
Some may laud the sentiment as a liberal one, which 
holds out that the Church should find a place for all 
shades of opinion : and to many it may seem plausible 
enough to contend that the various sects serve to pre- 
sent different aspects of truth, and they therefore have 
their uses. But consider : are human opinions to weigh 
with us in this matter, independently of the wisdom, 
the counsel of God ? Is not His truth itself a unity ? 
and how may we, therefore, dare to justify ourselves, 
if we are not seeking to frame His Church after His 
pattern ? He showed a pattern in the Mount for His 
temple of old, and in the New Testament He has 
given us a like pattern, even as our Lord Himself 
prayed that all might be one. 

The ornaments also with which the high-priestly robe 
was adorned, have their spiritual meaning. 

Is not the bell a fit type of the word of the truth of 
the Gospel, by which the salvation of our High-Priest is 
made known to us ; and being a golden bell, may we not 
see taught us by that the intrinsic value of the truth — 
that truth which is indeed more precious than gold or 
even rubies, as its announcement presupposes the 
unspeakable sacrifice which was offered in the precious 
blood of Christ ? 

And, then, as those golden bells were heard sounding 
while the high-priest was ministering for the people 
within the veil, and they were thereby assured that he 
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still lived, even so is the garment of our High-Priest 
declarative to us of His ever living to make intercession 
for us. 

Still more, as the people, on hearing the bells sound- 
ing within, were called to engage in worship without, to 
a like duty are we summoned now — to worship reverently 
toward His holy place — to enter His courts with praise 
and His gates with thanksgiving. And therefore, after 
our Lord's ascension and the outpouring of the promised 
Paraclete, the Apostles busied themselves in organising 
the Church, by the appointment of a regular ministry of 
men, able and apt to teach : and after their pattern, and 
in conformity to their order, has God in His all-wise 
providence and great mercy seen fit to preserve a 
visible Church in the world, in which He seeks His 
Son to be honoured. Let us therefore hear God saying 
to us, "Enter my courts, and bring an offering with 
you " — " Forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together." Let us esteem it as one of our highest 
privileges, since it is one of the divinely appointed 
means by which we are to hope for meetness for the 
inheritance of the saints in light — by which we. are to 
train ourselves for the service of the upper sanctuary. 

Those sounding bells, also, led the people without 
soon to expect the appearance of their high-priest, and 
the same expectation may be gathered from the vision 
of our Lord ; it is a kind of shadowing forth of His coming 
again. Besides, John was not only commanded to make 
known what he saw in vision, but what he heard as well ; 
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and the Apocalypse from beginning to end, while unfold- 
ing what should come to pass in retiring ages of the 
world's history, announces His advent to reward every 
man according to his work. The Book opens with, 
"Behold, He cometh in clouds, and every eye shall 
see Him !" and it closes : " He which testifieth these 
things saith. Surely I come quickly." We should there- 
fore be looking for His coming — seeking to pre- 
pare ourselves for it, that we "may be found of Him 
in peace without spot and blameless" — "meet Him 
with joy, and not with grief." Many speak of preparing 
for death, but there is no injunction in the Word to that 
effect : it is " prepare to meet thy God ! " 

Another ornament on the hem of the garment was a 
pomegranate^ or rather a tassel shaped like a pome- 
granate ; and as the Church is described as " an orchard 
of pomegranates," there is obviously some spiritual use 
in this ornament 

It would appear, first of all, to be suggestive of 
fruitfulness — for wherever the Gospel is preached, we are 
to expect fruit in all who hear and believe it Fruit 
indeed — " much fruit " — is the only true evidence of 
genuine discipleship, even as every follower of Jesus is 
called to be fruitful ; to abound in every good word and 
work. By the imputation of Christ's righteousness to us 
who believe, we are thereby constituted a spiritual, royal 
priesthood, and urged, in consideration of our high 
calling, to " bring forth the fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Christ Jesus to the glory of God the Father." 
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The fruit of the pomegranate may also be viewed as 
a symbol of the graces which adorn the Church, and 
we should seek to shine in those graces, especially in 
faith, hope, and love. 

The fruit, also, equally with the robe, may be regarded 
as symbolising the corporate, organic unity, which the 
Church should exhibit to the world Its different cells 
are all enclosed within one receptacle, and its numerous 
seeds are all encased in a mass of red pulp. Is it forced, 
to interpret its cells and seeds as representing the 
diflferent lands and numerous congregations in which 
the professed people of God are to be found ? Is it 
pressing the symbol too far, if by the red pulp we seek 
to see the one faith of the Church in the blood of Christ 
— the oneness of its members by the love of Christ shed 
abroad in their hearts, and their union and communion 
one with another, and with Christ ? 

And once more : as we are told that the juice of the 
outside rind of the pomegranate stains everything it 
touches with an indelible blue colour, may we not see 
in this a symbol of what is true to the experience of 
every believer in Jesus ? " If any man will do His will, he 
shall know the doctrine." " We shall know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord." And as the blue colour is the 
symbol of revelation, so is " the secret of the Lord with 
them that fear Him." "He giveth more grace;" and 
as " His going forth is prepared as the morning," so 
does He favour those who " hope in His mercy " with 
fuller and clearer revelations of His character, and of 
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those things He has prepared for them in a higher 
sphere of being. 

Such, then, as we take it, are some of the truths 
symbolised by the high-priestly garment of oiu: Lord, 
and its ornamentations, admitting of great expansion 
and far-reaching application. 

Reader, have you an interest in that High-Priest 
and Intercessor within the veil ? It may be you have 
not yet believed in Him — not yet accepted of His 
salvation. He is interceding, but no prayer of yours is 
presented by Him ; for you never pray. He is repre- 
senting others, and they are "complete in Him," but 
you are content with your own self-righteousness. 

Oh, seek — be entreated to seek— a saving interest in 
Him, for your state is desperate, so long as you are 
unreconciled and unforgiven : at any moment you may 
perish, and that " without remedy." 

You may have an interest in Him. Even as you read 
those words. He is waiting to be gracious to you, and 
He casts out none that come to Him. Behold in Him 
not only your great High-Priest, but " the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world." Look to Him 
and be saved. Oh, that you would look now ! That 
you would by faith lay hold of " the hem of His gar- 
ment" It is near yoii, even at your hand now, and but 
one true touch will suffice to bring you into living and 
abiding spiritual contact with Him, who is " able to save 
unto the uttermost : " and He will help you — save you. 
His peace will flow into your soul like a river, and His 
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joy will accompany His peace, and your portion here- 
after will be amongst the number of all those who are 
washed and sanctified, — "made white in the blood of 
the Lamb." Do you not desire to form part of that 
happy, glorified company ? Your desire may be satisfied 
" in Jesus " — abundantly satisfied, if only you are found 
in Him. 



IV. 
HIS STATURE. 

"His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars." 

• — Song of Songs y. 15. 

T EBANON is a mountain chain which forms the 
northern limit of the land which Jehovah had 
promised to His covenant people Israel The range 
would appear to be inclusive of the western and eastern 
lines of mountain, which stretch for about ninety miles 
from the south-west to the north-east, and are separated 
by a valley, now known as El Bukala, averaging in width 
from five to eight miles. Both these parallel lines in the 
Scriptures are included under the general name, Lebanon, 
or the white mountain ] the eastern range being de- 
scribed in the Book of Joshua as " Lebanon toward the 
sun-rising : " and on the southern side of this range is 
Hermon, conspicuous, like the other western peak, from 
all parts of Palestine, and described as " the tower of 
Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus." 

Travellers speak with rapture of the view presented by 
this mountain range, especially as seen from Cyprus on 
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the Mediterranean as a standpoint " It appears to rise 
from the bosom of the deep, like a great wall ; the wavy 
top densely covered with snow during winter and spring ; 
and the two highest peaks, rising to the height of some 
thousands of feet, capped with crowns of ice on the 
sultriest days of summer." The cultivation also about its 
slopes is said to be something wonderful : " There are 
fig-trees clinging to the naked rock ; vines trained along 
narrow ledges ; long ranges of mulberries on terraces 
like steps of stairs, covering the more gentle declivities ; 
and dense groves of olives filling up the bottoms of the 
glens;" and here and there little groves of the cedar tree, 
which was found there so plentifully in Solomon's day. 
A poet of modem times has sought to find expression to 
his feelings under the strong and vivid impression pro- 
duced upon him in view of that mountain range, whose 
words we here quote : — 

** Now upon Syria's land of roses 
Softly the light of eve reposes ; 
And, like a glory, the broad sun 
Hangs o'er sainted Lebanon ; 
Whose head in wintry grandeur towers, 

And whitens with eternal sleet. 
While summer in a vale of flowers 

Is sleeping rosy at his feet. " 

Mountains are universally admitted to be, above many 
things in nature, fitted to awaken in the mind of the in- 
telligent, sensitive, and imaginative beholder, emotions 
full of grandeur and sublimity. The writer of these 
pages can never forget the feelings which were stirred 
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within him, when once passing over the Matterjoch into 
Italy. Right in the very heart, as it may be said, of 
eternal ice and glistening snow, one felt a kind of holy 
awe stealing over the spirit, from a sense of an unseen 
Presence near, of which the glory, towering high o'er 
glory that filled the eye as you gazed on the scene 
around you^ was but the embodied thought You were 
compelled to think of " the Uncreated," and it seemed 
to you as if the veil of nature was ready to rend and 
manifest Himself. 

And when one recalls this experience, the image of the 
Shulamith appears to be as natural as it is sublime and 
beautiful. Out of the poetry everlastingly written on the 
pages of God's book of nature, perhaps not a better — 
•a grander — simile could be found than this, as descrip- 
tive of the person of Christ, " His countenance," or 
rather " His stature, is as Lebanon." 

There is also the likeness to the cedar, closely associ- 
ated here with Lebanon, because of that mountain being 
so widely celebrated for such trees. And it would seem 
that even to this day there is a platform, at a distance 
of about fifteen miles inland from the sea, at a height 
of 6000 feet, where there are hundreds of these trees 
growing, a few of them being of remarkable antiquity — 
thought, in fact, by the Maronites there to be the same 
which flourished green in the days of King Solomoa 
The name of the tree is taken from a Hebrew root, 
meaning " compact," or " compressed," and the Arabs on 
this account describe it as " the firmly rooted and strong 



HIS STATURE. 33 

tree." It is an evergreen of rare beauty, and is especi- 
ally distinguished by its numerous terraced and widely- 
spreading branches, which spring out horizontally from 
the trunk. The tree attains a height, on an average, 
of 65 feet, and it grows even in its age, after having 
weathered the storms of some hundreds of years, and 
is still fruitful The wood of the tree has also properties 
peculiar to itself, and especially of fragrance, which may 
serve well in applying it, along with its other features, to 
Him who is " excellent as the cedars." 

We have dwelt thus far upon mountain and tree, 
because of the peculiarity of the analogies employed, ^ 
and in order to your having all the clearer and fuller 
conception of the force and beauty of the figures 
employed. 

And now we seek to bring out what appears to be the 
spiritual meaning intended to be conveyed by the two- 
fold comparison : " His stature is as Lebanon, choice as 
the cedars." 

And, first, as respects Lebanon. That " goodly moun- 
tain," for its height and glory, is grandly representative 
of the GLORY AND MAJESTY of the Beloved in the Song 
— the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Leaving out of 
sight other subordinate thoughts which the image might 
call up, these are two ideas that press into marked 
prominence, if we may not also include strength and 
beauty. 

The Shulamith had been brought into the court of 
Solomon, but all the glory of his palace and throne and 
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retinue was as nothing to her, compared with the sur- 
passing stateliness and majesty, strength, glory, beauty, 
of Him upon whom she had set her heart's love. 

And such, believer, should be your conceptions of 
Him. The greatness, pomp, and glory of this world — 
what are they, at best, but a "poor and miserable 
mimicry and pretence " of the glory and majesty of 
Him by whom " kings reign and princes decree 
justice " ? — 

** The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 
Alike await the inevitable hour ; 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. " 

The " sublime and beautiful," strength, majesty, glory, 
belong, truly and really, only to God, and in no pre- 
sence but His owTi do they partake of the character of 
permanency. 

And hence the ascription of praise, in presence of the 
people, found in David's blessing : " Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty : for all that is in the heaven 
and the earth is Thine ; Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, 
and Thou art exalted as head above all." " With God is 
terrible majesty," is also the testimony found in the 
Book of Job. And from the Psalms there arises the 
song, in these words : " O Lord my God, Thou art very 
great ; Thou art clothed with honour and majesty." Be- 
holding His glory — the glory of the only-begotten of the 
Father — the Apostles testify that they were " eye-witnesses 
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of His majesty." And in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
contrasting Him with angelic creatures, as infinitely 
superior to them, and to all creatures in heaven and 
on earth, He is set forth as " the appointed heir of all 
things ; by whom God also made the worlds ; and who, 
being the brightness of His glory and the express image 
of His person, and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high/' 
While Jude concludes his epistle with this ascription, 
"to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever." 
And before Him, as seated on the throne of His glory, 
the living creatures, with the elders, are represented in 
the Apocalypse as casting their crowns before Him, and 
saying, " Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power; for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are and were created." 

Then again the stone, in the prophecy of the Book of 
Daniel, which was cut out of the mountain, by an unseen 
power, without hands, serves to convey a like conception 
of the majesty and power and glory which belong to 
Him who on earth was " rejected by the builders," but 
who is now " head of the corner," — that stone which is 
yet destined to become a great mountain, filling the 
earth, destroying all idolatries, and changing the king- 
doms of this world into the kingdoms of our God and 
of His Christ. 

It is impossible for us, in short, to form too high con- 



36 HIS STATURE. 

captions of Christ, the Lord ; — such appears to be the 
force and intention of the figure here employed by the 
Shulamith, who is representative of the Church, of which 
Christ is all the glory, even as He is the chief theme of 
its preaching and praise; and in whose name all its 
prayers ascend to the throne. 

And while it is ever becoming us to fall before the 
majesty of His presence in profoundest adoration, under 
a sense of our littleness and insignificance, let us also 
seek ever to praise Him for His marvellous condescen- 
sion, in humbling Himself even to the death of the cross 
for us, with the ultimate aim of raising us, redeemed 
and spotless, to the throne of His glory in the heavens. 

Let us dread of ever conducting ourselves as if we 
thought of Him as like one of ourselves. His thoughts 
are not as ours, and neither are His ways. As high as 
heaven is above the earth, as transcendantly high above 
all our highest conceptions and imaginings is that God 
with whom we have to do, and " His measure is longer 
than the earth and broader than the sea." 

And oh, sinner ! take heed of what you are doing, by 
continuance in your enmity and rebellion. You are 
rushing against the " thick bosses of the Almighty," and 
certain death is inevitable, except you repent. 

But for your joy and comfort, believer, the High and 
Holy One promises to dwell in your heart, and the 
more you are deepened in humility and contrition, all 
the fuller will be your experience of the unspeakable 
joy of this indwelling through the Spirit 
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The other branch of the analogy — " excellent^^ choice 
"oi the cedars'*^ — conveys thoughts of a somewhat 
similar kind to those who have already advanced, sug- 
gested especially by the great height to which the cedar 
tree grows : and the Lord Jesus is set forth in EzekieFs 
prophecy as " the highest branch of the high cedar " — 
"a branch of righteousness, the planting of the Lord 
that He may be glorified." Of majesty, equally with 
strength and glory, the cedar tree becomes a true and 
appropriate symbol and illustration of Christ, "the 
plant of renowa" 

The enduring green of its foliage may also speak to us 
of the everlasting freshness of beauty we may ever find 
in Christ " He is the same yesterday and to-day and 
for ever." The lapse of countless ages may not take 
from His attractiveness to the soul that trusts in Him. 
Nor may any one, at any time, ever come to Him, and 
find that the love of His heart has faded or decayed. 
His love is everlasting. The freshness and lustre of 
things visible, shall in course of time lose all that made 
them pleasant to look upon, as 
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All that's bright must fade— 
The brightest still the fleetest ; 

All that's sweet was made 
But to be lost when sweetest." 



And oh ! how soon we come to know that. But 
Christ is the fadeless free of life, whose leaves, ever 
green, are for the healing of the nations. And more 
truly wonderful is the gospel of His grace, than that 
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" wondrous tree of Eastern fable on which gr^w golden 
apples and silver bells, so that when a breeze shook the 
branches, a shower of golden apples fell, and the bells 
chimed and tinkled forth their airy ravishment ; for on 
the gospel tree there grow blossoms sweeter and more 
enduring, and bells more melodious than those which 
mingled with the pomegranate on Aaron's vestments — 
holy feelings, heaven-taught, eternal joys ; and when the 
Holy Spirit breathes upon the evangelised soul, there is 
the shaking down of mellow fruits, and the flow of heal- 
ing odours all around, and the gush of sweetest music, 
whose gentle tones and joyful echoes are wafted through 
all the recesses of the soul for ever." 

There is also, kindred in suggestiveness to this, the 
durabieness of the tree itself — standing through storm 
and sunshine for hundreds of years. And more truly 
than it can be said of the cedar is it true of Christ, that 
He is rooted for ever — that He may not be removed, 
since "His foundation standeth for ever." Yea, the 
earth and heavens shall pass away, but He remains ; " all 
they shall wax old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture 
shall they be folded up, and be changed, but He is the 
same, and His years shall not fail : " and His kingdom, 
like His love, is everlasting, and in Him is life — life 
everlasting. 

The widely-spreading branches again, casting their 
shadow equal in area to the height of the tree, speak 
to us of the increasing extension of His kingdom, till the 
whole earth shall be filled with the knowledge of His 
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glory, as the waters cover the sea. Yea, " He shall have 
dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth." The "tender twig planted in the 
mountain of the height of Israel " is seen now to be 
"growing exceedingly," and "fowl of every wing" are 
beheld flocking to its branches — from east, west, north, 
and south — foretelling of that countless throng gathered 
out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation, 
seen in vision of glory, redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb. 

The noted fragrance of the wood of the tree may also 
speak to us of the odour of a sweet-smelling savour, 
which ever belongs to the accepted sacrifice of our 
Lord ; and His excellences are delightful to every sense 
— most fair is He to the eye, and as gracious as He is 
fair to the ear, and to the spiritual taste He is most 
sweet The Father finds a pleasure in Him, and He is 
also made unto us of God " wisdom and righteousness, 
and sanctification and redemption." All his garments 
are perfumed, such as that the smell of Him from afar 
ravishes our spirit As High Priest, anointed with the 
oil of gladness above his fellows, it is in the savour of 
that, as of His graces and comforts, that souls are drawn 
to Him, and experience His preciousness. 

But one other thought As the cedar affords abun- 
dant shelter, from its closely set branches, even the 
eagle, the king of birds, finding a refuge among its boughs 
and leaves ; such is Christ to the soul of man — a refuge 
for the mightiest and the weakest — a " refuge from the 
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wind, and a covert from the tempest." The storm of 
wrath, though it may fall upon the unbelieving and im- 
penitent, will not hurt any whose life is " hid with Christ 
in God." They are "safe from the fear of all evil" 

Christians ! You, too, are compared to cedars — even 
as you are branches in -the cedar of God : and this 
analogy may therefore serve to remind you of what is 
expected from you as respects conformity to Christ. 

Let us then make it our constant care to abide in 
Him, and, in our union with Him, to seek the advance- 
ment of His kingdom far and wide. And if there is 
fragrance in Christ, there should also be a fragrance in 
us, who are professedly His : and let us therefore desire 
that the graces of the Spirit formed in us may cause 
men to be attracted to, and trust in Him. 

In a word, may He who is as Lebanon in His stature, 
and who is as the choice cedars, become more and more 
the subject of our contemplation, that, beholding Him, 
we may by His spirit be changed into His likeness, and 
the more fully discover Him to men around us by a 
walk and conversation such as will be well-pleasing to 
Him. 



V. 
HIS GOLDEN GIRDLE, 

" Girt about the paps with a golden girdle." — Rev. i. 13. 

r^ IRDLES are an important part of Eastern dress. 
They are made of different material — of leather, 
of linen, gold, sackcloth : and not without much signifi- 
cance is this girdle with which the Son of Man is 
represented as girt about the breast. In connection 
with the high priestly garment, we are inclined to regard 
it, as designed to set Him forth, as both King and 
Priest ; for the high priests, under God, were also 
rulers of the people, and their girdles of gold, blue, 
purple, and scarlet, and fine-twined linen, were typical 
of kingly functions. 

The girdle on the breast was for the purpose of 
keeping the ephod (or upper garment, to which was 
linked the breastplate) close to the other under gar- 
ments, and, while ornamental, was also typical of 
authority and power. Another girdle went round the 
loins of the high priest, and while it was equally typical 
with the ephod girdle, was for the purpose of girding up 
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the loose garments, that no hindrance might be felt by 
the priest in the discharge of his duties. Both girdles 
may be included in this representation, and thus there 
would fall to be considered, it. might be, his prophetic 
office, since truth, along with righteousness and faith- 
fulness, is said to be the girdle of his loins. 

This breast-girdle was called the "curious girdle of 
the ephod," and was ordered to be set with two onyx 
stones, such as that, when it was bound round under the 
arm-pits and over the shoulders, these stones (on each 
of which were six names, including all the tribes) might 
rest upon the shoulders of the high-priest, and thus 
symbolize his government ; even so may the girdle, seen 
in vision upon the Son of Man, be considered as serving 
to set Him forth as "the Child bom, and the Son 
given," upon whose shoulders was to be the government, 
and whose name is " Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace;" 
and, as associated with the girdle of the loins, also 
serve to indicate the manner in which his government 
is exercised. 

And in thinking of Christ as King, we are not simply 
to gather this from the fact of His being Creator and 
Sustainer of all things, for manifestly, as Originator of 
all, He must sustain universal government 

He is now on the throne, let us remember, wearing 
our nature, and it is by His having taken upon Him 
that nature, and in it triumphed over death, that He 
has gained a new right or title to Kingship ; the Father 
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having henceforth committed all power into His hands. 
And as Melchisedec, King of Salem, was to be typical of 
the Son of God, that type was also inclusive, not only 
of the abiding and unchanging priesthood of Christ, but 
also of His being declared King of righteousness and 
peace ; and King, not only of the Jews, as it was written 
over His cross, but " Lord of all," as Peter declares Him 
to be, in his first sermon preached to the Gentiles. 

And hence our Lord, in answer to Pilate's question, 
said, "It is as thou sayest, I am a King" — mean- 
ing that He was Messiah, the Prince: — adding, in 
further explanation, " for this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, that I might bear 
witness to the truth." And it is by His truth He seeks 
to conquer and rule in the world, and also to preserve 
His kingdom ; and therefore is He constituted King — 
ELing of a kingdom not of this world, for in its constitu- 
tion, its defences and its designs, it is spiritual, heavenly. 
And in the New Testament we have noted to us His 
appointment, and the titles He bears, being called the 
Prince of Life, and King of kings, and Lord of lords — 
all the ensigns of kingly power being also ascribed to 
Him, as the only Mediator between God and man. 

And consider the character of his administration. 
— That the girdle was of gold — in Daniel's vision " gold 
of Uphaz " or Ophir — the finest kind of gold — may be 
regarded as generally setting forth its excellency ; for no 
kingdom in its administration may compare with the 
kingdom of our Lord. Righteousness, faithfulness, and 
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truth characterize it. " His sceptre is a right sceptre." 
And when the Lord Jesus was upon earth seeking to 
lay the foundations of His Kingdom, there was no 
respect of persons with Him — He was not influenced by 
caste. Rich and poor were to Him sinners, and He 
sought to set them right with God and one another^— 
and from one and all alike He required belief in His 
name. And He remains the same, now that Pie is on 
the throne of the universe, and " in every nation " — not 
of every religion^ be it noted — "he that feareth Him, 
and worketh righteousness," may be accepted by Him. 

Alas ! in contrast to this, how loosely and recklessly 
the affairs of this world's kingdoms are administered : 
carried on in our day as by a kind of gambling ; and 
party spirit and vested interests, leading but too fre- 
quently to the destruction of all equitable administra- 
tion ; and nation rising up against nation, thirsting for 
possession, and little caring for the blood that may be 
shed ; and even although this England of ours is 
professedly stablished in righteousness, it is to be feared 
that our hands are far from being clean of blood : and 
we can not only dream of supporting a rotten Turkey 
over the way, but we are found actually taking steps to 
do it, and the Government cries " British interests ! " only 
to blind the people to the covetousness which lies at the 
root, and gives ugly shape and form to its policy. We 
style ourselves a Christian nation ! Where is the spirit 
of Christ, then, to be seen ? Where in the Cabinet or 
the Government, for example, have we evidence of those 
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men who are at the helm of our affairs taking counsel 
of Gody in times of extremity such as the present ? 
Thank God for the good men and true in our 
Parliament, and the thousands of true Christian hearts 
in our land, who have lifted up their protest against the 
mad and sinful proposals, about which we have been 
hearing of late : such men are doubtless the salt which 
is preserving us wholly from corruption But woe be to 
England when she takes a course which the Prince of 
Peace may not approve of! — her doom may then be 
written in anarchy and desolation; then indeed she 
shall sink from her present high position, to rise no 
more ! 

Oh ! that all nations were guided by Him'who judgeth 
the people with righteousness and truth — whose judg- 
ment is with equity, and according to truth ! When, O 
Lord, shall this once be ? 

Again, the administration of Christ is one of peace, 
even as by His own righteousness He has made peace. 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him- 
self ; " and to the ministers of His word He has commit- 
ted a word of reconciliation, but in His name, as His 
ambassadors, they may beseech men to be reconciled to 
God. His thoughts about us are " thoughts of peace," 
and all His purposes have been planned to bring about, 
on earth, "peace and good-will to men." 

His government, moreover, is destined to be an in- 
creasing one. His truth is great, and must prevail. 
He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied. 
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and " of the increase of His government there shall be 
no end." 

It is also everlasting. » Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but Christ's word of truth shall not pass away. His 
kingdom shall exist, when all the kingdoms of earth 
have been swallowed up and lost. It shall be for ever 
and ever. 

Then, as a kingdom of grace, it shall merge hereafter 
into a kingdom of glory, and we who are true subjects 
of His kingdom shall sit down with Christ upon His 
Father's and our Father's throne, and henceforth, in His 
presence, be eternally happy in the possession of His 
righteousness and holiness. 

Such are some of the characteristics of Christ's king- 
dom and its administration, which, as you will perceive, 
are thrown out more by way of suggestion than of 
exhaustive treatment. 

Desiring, however, to stir up the subjects of King 
Jesus on the one hand, and to enlist others who are 
adverse to His government, we seek now to lay some 
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS before you. 

Reader, do we who profess to have come under the 
power of the Truth, and to have left the ranks of the 
Prince of Darkness, and taken our stand on the Lord's 
side — do we habitually bear in mind what our profes- 
sion means ? We have said that we will faithfully and 
willingly serve Him at all times ; for it is distinctive of 
all His servants or subjects that they serve Him, even 
as those within the higher temple serve Him there 



HIS GOLDEN GIRDLE, 47 

without ceasing : and the Lord puts the test before 
us, when He says, " If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples indeed." 

It is to be feared we but too frequently forget these 
things of duty; and so in this respect, as professed 
Christian soldiers of King Jesus, there is perhaps no 
company so awkward and wayward. Just for a moment 
imagine a commander giving orders which were only 
heard^ but never obeyed ; nay, instead, every soldier is 
seen to do only that which seemed right to him ! Is 
there never something like this to be found among the 
ranks of our Commander ? How many, for instance, 
are there in this land who profess to be on His side, 
and to wage war henceforth against the world, the flesh, 
and the Wicked One, who are yet simply hearers of the 
word ; for it is seen that, notwithstanding commanded 
duty, many are taking ways that seem right in their 
eyes. Divisions, moreover, are in the camp. Sect is 
seen contending with sect, and one congregation with 
another, instead of marching in united band against the 
common enemy. The cause of truth, we are told, is 
slow in its advance, and many defeats are suffered. 
But can we wonder, considering how much of the 
element of self and self-seeking there is to be found ? 

We would make an appeal here. If unity of aim and 
action can be secured among the armies of earth, such 
as that of officers and men, are all alike under the guid- 
ance and rule of the Commander-in-chief? Why cannot 
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it be secured in our army — the army of the living God ? 
Is there no bond of unity ? Is the truth of Christ not 
one, and is there nothing uniting in His love — nothing 
in it to constrain one and all to singleness of aim, in 
seeking to be obedient to Him in all things, that to 
Him may belong, of right, the glory and the victory ? It 
is even so ; and it is to the shame of many that, spite 
of the unity of His truth, and His uniting and constrain- 
ing love, they find out other inventions, and so scatter 
abroad. 

We should remember the injunction, " Be not hearers 
of the word only, deceiving your own souls, but be ye 
doers of the word/*^ Having faith in our King, our 
faith is only true and saving when it " works by love, 
purifies the heart, and overcomes the world." 

By our faith, indeed, we have righteousness — it is 
counted to us for righteousness. By it we are justified 
— put right with God. But because we are "of the 
faith," we are called to fight the good fight of faith — 
to war a good warfare. " Denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts," the grace of God teaches us also to 
" live soberly, righteously, and godly in the world." 

Before you came and professed to be on the side of 
King Jesus, you were enemies to God, and fighting on 
the side of the Adversary 3 and then you observed His 
commands, by acting generally in utter disregard of 
the obligations under which you lay to God. And now, 
as on the Lord's side, what can otherwise be expected 
from us, but that we will do as the Lord bids us ? 
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But if He call us to conflict, He has not left us 
without promised help. The earthly soldier may seek 
to draw his inspiration from the love he bears to his 
sovereign, commander, or country; but we have some- 
thing better far than that, even in the spiritual panoply 
with which we are provided, which will make us proof 
against all the fiery darts of the Wicked One ; and living 
and breathing in the atmosphere of prayer, we will be 
upheld in the thickest of the fight, so that even one of 
us may be able to chase a thousand. And God Him- 
self shall be with us and fight for us, and He is more 
than all that can be against us. And then we are 
encouraged by the assurance that ours is the winning 
side, for our victpry and triumph are pledged to us in 
Christ's. 

Thus active, and thus obedient in all things, are we 
to be, who are part of the " sacramental host of God's 
elect" And be it ours, therefore, to seek peace and 
unity amongst ourselves. With the word of Christ 
dwelling in us richly, let us take good heed that we are 
following its counsel supremely. And remembering, also, 
that we are to bear the character of a " willing people," 
let there be no delay nor reluctance on the part of any 
one of us to observe all things that are commanded us 
of God. 

Beware, reader, of a Christianity of mere outward 
form and ceremony, which are but as the skin and flesh 
and bones which may belong to a lifeless corpse. By the 
mercies of God, present yourselves living sacrifices to 
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God. Soul, body, and spirit, give yourselves up to His 
service and glory ; for God can accept of no less than 
this, since you are bought with a price, and therefore 
** bound to glorify God in your body and spirit which 
are God's." " Ye are not your own," to dispose of your- 
selves as you may please. If you do, it is, as you can 
see, at your own peril 

Believer, take courage from the promises, "Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give you a crown of life." 
" God is not unrighteous to forget " your works of faith 
and labours of love : and may the Holy Spirit give you, 
from day to day, a fresh baptism, and so strengthen 
you by His might in the inner man that you may be 
enabled to rise superior to those hurtful lusts which 
drown men in perdition. And may all your partial 
victories here fill you with the good hope through 
grace of being in the end made a conqueror, and more 
than a conqueror, through Him who has loved us and 
given Himself for us. 

Reader, can it be that you do not yet believe — that 
you are yet living in sin and unbelief? Then, know 
that you are up in arms against King Jesus, for he that 
is not with Him is against Him. The position you 
assume is dreadful to contemplate. A creature living 
by the breath of God, and by His mercy continued in 
existence, daring God to His face ! Oh that you 
would yield to Him ! for you are " condemned already, 
because you do not believe" in Jesus. Behold the 
mercy of God to you in warning you of the destiny 
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of the impenitent and unbelieving. Hell and judgment 
are set before you — not that you might fall into them, 
but that you might be persuaded to flee from them. 

But turn aside, reader, and behold this great sight 
— ^the cross on Calvary ! There the Lord Jesus dies 
for you in awful agony; ay, on your account is suffer- 
ing desertion of the Father ! Is it not enough ? Ah ! 
wrath is coming, which, as a deluge, will drown every 
unbelieving soul in the abyss. But there is an Ark of 
Safety — it is in that pierced side ; and once there, you 
are eternally safe. 

O sinner — fellow-sinner, be entreated to flee! There 
is instant danger! Escape for thy life ! For see ! beyond 
that cross the judgment is set, and the books are 
opened, and the Judge is rewarding every man accord- 
ing to his work ! Ah ! where must you stand in that 
day ? On the right hand or the left of the Judge ? 
Oh, let your present acceptance of offered mercy decide 
it ; and let your willing obedience to Christ, from this 
moment, prove the reality and genuineness of your faith 
in Him, who is "girt about the breast with a golden 
girdle," and declared to be " Lord of all." 



VL 
HIS BO WELS OF COMPASSION. 

" His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires." 

— Song of Songs v. 14. 

(~\^ Christ it is spoken in the Psalms, " My heart is 
melted like wax in the midst of my bowels " — 
and those words at once call up to mind His agony in 
the garden and on the cross, when He was offering 
Himself as a sacrifice : and it might be said that even 
as fire melts wax, when Christ was in that " hour and 
power of darkness," satisfying the demands of Justice 
on account of a violated law, that the wrath due to us 
for such a sin, then borne by Him as our Substitute, 
became as a fire melting His heart. 

Those words, then, may serve to explain and illustrate 
the words used in this Song. The heart is in the 
midst of the bowels, according to the teaching of the 
Scriptures, and the word employed in the original here 
admits of our translating it — His bowels of compassion 
— His inner affections : His heart is as bright ivory over- 
laid with sapphires. 
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Such an analogy we may also conceive of as being 
suggested to the Shulamith from what she was accus- 
tomed to see in the King's court ; for there, among 
other things, was the "ivory throne, overlaid with the 
best gold," in which the King sat ; and as her thoughts 
were continually wandering out after her beloved, and 
everything about Him viewed by her as transcendently 
excellent, we may readily perceive how from that which 
was before her eyes she should be led to compare the 
person of her Beloved — or rather that which was most 
precious to her — His heart and the love of His heart, not 
only to ivory, but to bright ivory, and overlaid, not like 
as the throne of Solomon was with the best gold, but 
with that which was better than gold, even with 
sapphires. 

We may also see in this analogy an intimation of what 
Christ was to do in " the fulness of the time " — a fore- 
shadowing of the Divine purpose in His assumption of 
a body like to our own, animated by a human soul — 
a setting forth of the " mystery of godliness " in the 
descent of the Divine Being into sympathy with us in 
our weakness, " that we, through His poverty, might be 
rich : " — in a word, we may find happy occasion, by the 
analogy employed, to contemplate the tenderness, com- 
passion, love, which " God in Christ " — " God manifest 
in the flesh "—-laboured to express and demonstrate to us, 
even " when we were yet sinners," and when by our sin 
we were standing out in rebellion against Him. 

The fact of the incarnation, by itself considered, is 
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fully declarative to us of the nature of his affections. 
It is something overwhelming to think of the embodi- 
ment of them in Immanuel — God with us. " The 
angels desire to look into these things : " it is to them 
an interesting, an absorbing study. But how much 
more should we — we who were the especial objects of 
the Divine regard, since He took not on Him the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abraham — delight to meditate 
upon them, and how much of comfort this gracious fact 
should bring to our hearts, and how His thus coming 
nigh to us should serve to draw us nigh to Him, in 
lifelong consecration of all that we are and have, for 
His service and glory ! " Herein indeed is love, not 
that we loved God, but that God loved us " — and so 
loved us as to give His only-begotten Son ; nay, to spare 
Him not, but freely deliver Him up to the death for us 
all : even as the Lord Himself, addressing us, says, " Ye 
have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." 

Oh ! what but tenderest pity, compassion unbounded, 
and love beyond all compare or parallel, could or would 
have so stooped ! And ah ! little dream we of what we 
had deserved of wrath instead — for our sins had reached 
to the heavens, and were crying for vengeance, and as a 
just God He might have consigned the whole race of 
mankind to eternal perdition : and it is therefore one of 
the greatest of all marvels, that any man who, since the 
Incarnation, and the testimony of the grace that it brings 
to us, has been continuing to despise it, by living in 
unbelief, should be spared even for a moment ! 
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Reader, you know what society would think of you, 
if you were to resist the tenderest entreaties of one of 
your fellow-men whom you had injured. It would cast 
you out — despise you — ^as a cold, heartless, unfeeling 
monster. Have you, then, thought of how you have 
treated God — that God whose thoughts towards you have 
been thoughts of peace, whose bowels have overflowed 
with compassion, and whose love many waters could 
not quench ? And can it be — is it true — that while you 
are reading these lines this God is nothing to you, 
and you trample under foot the blood of His covenant ? 
sinner, it is a wonder of God's love and long-suffer- 
ing that you are not beyond the limits of this visible 
scene, reaping the due reward of your deeds I His 
justice says — Smite ! even as His own beloved Son 
was not spared ; but His love says. Spare ! — spare a 
little longer, for it may even yet be that the sinner 
whom I have loved, and for whom I have died in 
proof of my love, and as a sacrifice for his sin, will re- 
pent and seek Me. O sinner, is it to be so ? Or is the 
goodness of God, which leadeth to repentance, only to 
encourage you in your sin ? 

Think what is implied in the incarnation of our God ! 
For guilty worms of the dust such as we are, God the 
Son leaves His throne and glory in the heavens, to 
come down to earth, and dwell, like ourselves, in a 
tabernacle of clay ! In that nature He willingly subjects 
Himself to poverty, toil, weariness, and thirst — to suffer- 
ing, contempt, scorn — nay, to buffetings, spittings. 
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scourgings — to agony — to death of ignominy — and for 
a time He is covered up from the sightof men in a 
grave! 

Oh ! who must not bow in profoundest adoration be- 
fore Him who did all this ! And surely now we know 
what the heart of God is, and the love of His heart ! 
He came not to destroy men's lives, but to save them — 
to seek and to save the lost — ^that the world through 
Him might be saved ; and for this end He became a sin- 
offering for us, even as " it pleased the Father to bruise 
Him, and put Him to grief," that. His law being magnified 
and honoured, He might be just, and the Justifier of all 
who believe in Jesus. 

And time would fail to tell of the individual instances 
of His compassion during His earthly ministry — to the 
blind, the sick, the lame, the diseased, the possessed," the 
sorrowing, the bereaved. None ever came in vain to 
Him seeking blessing. Love ever glistened in His eye, 
and beat in His bosom ; and in His every footprint on 
earth He left blessings behind Him ; with His words 
and deeds. He scattered light and health, strength, 
comfort, and life over all the land : and when He left 
our earth, it was in blessing. " While He blessed. He 
was parted, and carried up into heavea" 

But you may be thinking, reader, of the stem de- 
nunciations He uttered, and find it hard to reconcile 
them with His mercy — His loving and sacred tenderness. 
Such awful words, for instance, as these He addressed 
to Scribes and Pharisees: "Ye fools and blind: blind 
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guides, blind Pharisees : ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how shall ye escape the damnation of hell ? " — 
Or, " Ye are of your father the devil, and the works of 
your father will ye do." But yet they can be reconciled. 
For although we are given to see another feature of 
His character by those and other like words He used — 
His just and holy indignation ; still. His warnings against 
sin are nevertheless evidences of His mercy to our fallen 
humanity — His mercy which would rejoice over the 
destruction of that sin which is within us, and which 
hinders us from enjoying fellowship with Him — even 
as He wills all men to be saved, and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth : and He would save us " even 
as by fire." And if indeed any perish, it will only be 
because they themselves have willed it, or because they 
have sought Him when it was too late — when He had 
" risen up, and shut to the door : " for the voice of His 
Gospel is now addressed to " whosoever will," and His 
call "to you, O men;" and no man who seeks Him 
now will be in any way disappointed, for " now is the 
accepted time : now the day of Salvation." 

O sinner, you may not doubt of His compassion — 
for' God Himself appeals to you, and asks, "What 
more' could I have done ? " 

And, believer, there is something for you to learn here 
of a practical bearing. The "same mind" is to be 
found in you which was in Christ Jesus, who " came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister." You are called to 
be followers — imitators — of God as dear children — to 
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" put on, as the elect of God, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, long-suffering." 

The Apostle had partaken largely of the mind 6f 
Christ, when, in addressing the Philippians, he was able 
to say, "God is my record, how greatly I long after 
you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ" Crucified with 
Christ, he no longer lived himself, but Christ lived in 
him, and His love constrained him to long after — hunger 
for souls, for his Master's glory. But ah ! how little 
there is of this to be seen among us now ! How unlike 
Christ many are who profess to be His ! They make 
themselves of no reputation ! — No ! No ! The proud 
heart of man must have something of his proud self 
appearing in all he does in the Master's name : and so 
the zeal of these days is spent and dissipated in great 
measure upon things that lie all outside of that Word of 
truth and duty, which alone can change the heart under 
the influence of the Divine Spirit ^spent in raising 
ecclesiastical structures, and organizing bazaars to clear 
the debt incurred, and in other externalisms which lead 
to invidious comparisons, as between one place of 
worship and another ; and so much is this seen to be 
the case, that the history of many congregations is 
summed up in a history of devices to get money ; and 
the only test of a man's Christianity would appear to 
be in this direction ! 

Ah ! where is there great longing for souls " in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ"? We want this to become 
more manifest among the professed followers of the 
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Master — to have it evidenced more in both the pulpit 
and the pew : and we want more faith to believe that 
THE GOSPEL ALONE is Sufficient to save man from every 
kind of sin by which he is overcome, and to feel that 
the hindrances in the way of the world's conversion to 
God are not so much in the temptations that are offered 
to men by drink, or amusements, or money-making, as 
in our own latent unbelief in the power of God ; for " all 
things are possible to him that believeth." 

When again the compassion of Christ is likened to 
ivory, this would appear to set forth its strength — the 
firmness and constancy which ever distinguished Him in 
the sufferings He was called to undergo. And how 
eminently He stands out in this respect from all the rest 
of men ! How He endured the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself! How He bore up to the end — even 
" straitened " until He should accomplish the work of our 
salvation ! He knew all that He had to bear before He 
came ; and far from shrinking from the sufferings when 
they were nigh at hand, He passed into them with calm 
and firm majesty, and sustained their awful weight with- 
out murmur or complaint — ** Thy will be done." 

The brightness of the ivory may, we think, be viewed 
as conveying the idea of the purity of His compassion — 
the Divine nature which was in Him, and which, as a 
sweet savour, ever, distinguished Him while labouring 
among the outcast and degraded. — He was indeed a light 
shining in a dark place ! 

And then as the bright ivory was overlaid with 
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sapphires^ and this may remind us of the sapphire 
pavement beneath the feet of the Divine Being — the 
sapphire throne of EzekieFs vision — and one of the 
stones on the High Priest's breast-plate, and also one of 
the foundation stones of the heavenly Jerusalem. The 
blue stone itself may not unwarrantably be considered 
as setting forth the height and depth of His compassion 
and love — its heavenly origin — its Divine character; 
and as affording us hope of our ultimate elevation to 
that same loving heart which, when on earth, wept and 
bled for us. For if His compassion brought Him down 
to earth, the same compassion which prompted His 
mission, is doubtless melting still over the impenitent 
and unbelieving. Ay, we may believe that, 

** Though now ascended up on high, 
He bends on earth a brother's eye." 

That although He is now upon the throne clothed in 
human nature, yet " His Divine nature brings in con- 
tinual information to His human heart, of everything 
that is going on in the heart and history of His people, 
so that His human heart beats towards us just as if He 
were now sitting by our side." And oh ! what a comfort 
to feel assured of this ! 

Sinner, how can you find it in your heart to remain 
unbelieving, and in indifference, knowing these things ? 
Will you not make that Heart your refuge ? Doubt not 
whether He will receive you — for He is even now knock- 
ing at your heart : and oh, how shall ye escape, if ye 
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neglect the so great salvation, which is offered to you in 
Him, whose bowels of compassion are " as bright ivory 
overlaid with sapphires " ? 

** What language shall I borrow 

To praise Thee, heavenly Friend, 
For this Thy dying sorrow, 

Thy pity without end ? 
Lord, make me Thine for ever. 

Nor let me faithless prove ; 
Oh ! let me never, never 

Abuse Thy dying love ! " 



VII. 
HIS HEAD AND HAIRS. 

** His head and hairs were white like wool, as white as snow." 

— Rev. i. 14. 

pUBLIUS LENTULLUS, the President of Judea 
under Tiberius Caesar, is said to have written a 
letter to the Roman Senate about the person and work 
of Jesus Christ ; and in the copy of the original letter, 
after describing Him as "a man of tall and comely 
stature, with very reverend countenance, such as the 
beholders may both love and fear," it is added, that 
" His hair was of the colour of a chesnut full ripe, 
plain to the ears, whence downward it was more orient, 
and curling and waving about His shoulders." 

Whatever may be the worth of this traditional state- 
ment, it is at least interesting to note it in connection 
with the description of our Lord's person by John, for 
even the colour of the hair is to be regarded as possess- 
ing its symbolical importance. 

We are not, however, to view the description as true 
to fact, and consider, as some have done, our Lord as a 
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man, subject in heaven to the decay that is common to 
our humanity on earth — that He is there, in fact, as an 
aged man, whose locks are whitened with the snows of 
circling years. This would not be consistent with what 
we are taught to believe, from the testimony of the Word, 
about that higher sphere of being, where the inhabitants 
neither weep, nor age, nor die, even as it is an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
for which we are kept by the power of God through 
faith. No ! when you who believe in Jesus pass away 
hence, the house not made with hands, the glorified 
body with which you shall be there invested, will no 
more be subject to the imperfections and infirmities of 
the frail tenement in which you now dwell And neither 
is your Lord, believer, so subjected, for He is the pattern 
or type of what your glorified condition will be, and in 
you, as in all the redeemed, there will be found a reflec- 
tion of His own all-glorious self, in body and in soul and 
spirit 

We are to remember that we are looking upon Jesus 
in vision, and " His head and hairs like white wool, and 
as snow," are simply symbolical — the colour of the hair, 
doubly characterized, being the principal feature in the 
symbol, which is analogous to the record of His trans- 
figuration in the white and glistening appearance with 
which He then became enveloped on the mount. 

Having already considered Christ in the character of 
both Priest and King, it seems now fitting that we re- 
gard this snowy whiteness as setting forth his divine 
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QUALIFICATIONS foi these offices, in holiness, wisdom, 
equity, mercy, and eternity ; and that, as our Head and 
King, we may believe and expect to share in the glory of 
them. 

Reader, consider then what Christ has treasured up 
in Himself for all who accept of Him, or trust in 
Him as He is freely offered to " every creature " in His 
gospel. 

He \i2i'& purity and holiness for the impure and unholy. 
The white colour is commonly regarded as the symbol of 
this, and it is also legitimately to be inferred from the 
character of the vision. God takes delight in communi- 
cating His nature to us, and He came down to earth in 
order to open up a channel by which it might have free 
course to us. Sin hitherto had blocked up the way, and 
the Lamb of God, in whom was no sin, was manifested 
to take away our sin. In the body of our humanity 
He bore it, and the wrath and curse that were due to 
it ; and the blood of His atoning sacrifice cleanseth us 
from all sin — is of such Divine, Almighty efficacy, in 
short, as to make the vilest pure as God Himself is 
pure, holy as He is holy — ay, even " perfect " as the 
Father who is in heaven is perfect. 

Reader, know you your true condition by nature? 
Your heart is " deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked," and the sin that is in you, and of which you 
are guilty by practice, makes you loathsome in the sight 
of God j and so long as you continue in your sinful 
courses, you are declared to be not only lying exposed 
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to the wrath of God, but accounted as accursed, and 
prepared for the devil and his angels." 

Such is God's picture in His word of what is the con- 
dition of every man by nature — of all who have not re- 
pented and believed the gospel The word of God does 
not, like the world, recognize any difference between the 
moral and the immoral man as such, apart from the in- 
fluence of the Truth, but concludes all under sin, regards 
all equally as heirs of wrath : and if men may recoil 
from God's plain statements of fact, it can only be be- 
cause they do not wish to learn the real truth. But until 
a man comes to see himself in the light of God's truth — 
until he accepts of its testimony as true, that he is wholly 
corrupted — in vain the hope of his salvation. 

We cannot wonder that in our time you find some 
seeking to do away with the doctrine of everlasting 
' punishment, as it is set forth in the Scriptures. They 
know not, and will not accept of, the statements of the 
Word about the nature of sin ; and being content simply 
with the inferences and deductions of mere human 
reason upon the matter, and refiising to sit at the feet of 
the Divine Wisdom, they have reckoned sin as only a 
" little, light thing," and have therefore concluded it may 
be atoned for by the punishment of a brief period. 
They have need to see what sin is as God sees it, before 
they may rail against the justice which demands that the 
punishment be eternal 

Reader, search the Scriptures and abide by their teach- 
ing, and not by the so-called " larger hope " of blind men, 

E 
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who refuse — who are too proud of theu: intellect to be 
"babes," in order to have the truth revealed to them. 
God hides His secret from " the wise and prudent " in 
this world — and its wisdom is foolishness with Him. 
Nor is it possible for the mere soulish or natural man 
to understand the things of the Spirit of God ; and when 
men in our time, therefore, seek to flare before us what 
some regard as " new light," yet inasmuch as it is, after 
all, only their soulish light, it must only be regarded as 
darkness, even as the Great Teacher remarked of the 
teachers of His day : " If the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness ! " 

Ah, sinner ! if you would ever have hope of entering 
that place where nothing that is unclean or unholy shall 
ever enter, you must now seek to see yourself in the con- 
dition which the word of God describes as " altogether 
an unclean thing " — you must accept of that as truth, 
and take the place which God h^s thus assigned to you, 
or you can never be cleansed from your sin. But for 
such Christ came, and the condition of man by nature 
was so desperate as to necessitate all the agony He 
endured at the hands of the Father. 

But if your condition is thus undone, yet herein may 
you also discover the greatness of the grace of God in 
providing an all-suflicient Saviour for you ; and be you 
the chfef of sinners, the Fountain opened for sin and 
for uncleanness more than sufficeth to present you 
without spot before God, if you but repair to it, and wash 
thereia 
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Oh 1 hear the word of the Lord : " Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord : though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool" 

Be entreated, sinner, to come to the cleansing blood of 
Christ There is safety, purity, power, victory over all 
temptation, by faith in it alone. And " he that believeth 
on the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son hath 
not life, but the wrath of God abideth on him " — " abid- 
eth," and therefore the future destiny of the wicked will 
not be annihilation or extinction, as is madly asserted 
by some. 

As on a " white horse " — the symbol of mercy — the 
Son of man comes to you heralding forth His gracious- 
ness ; and oh ! see to it that you yield to Him the allegi- 
ance of your heart and the loyalty of your life. In such 
a submission there will be secured for you, not only 
justification, but there will also be wrought in you that 
purity — ^that holiness — without which none can see God, 
and which, when perfected in you, will give you right 
and title to enter the heavenly Jerusalem, and to sit 
down with the King there upon His throne. 

But, again, in Christ there is wisdom and experience for 
the ignorant and imprudent; that is, if we take that 
snowy head as setting Christ forth in the character of 
a venerable sage : and in the vision of Daniel (7th 
chapter) we find Him described as "the Ancient of 
> Days," the hair of whose head was " like the pure wool" 
To Him equally with the Father, as possessing a Divine 
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nature, is such a title applicable ; nay more, in the 
22nd verse of the chapter referred to it will be seen 
that it is the Ancient of Days who was to be the coming 
One, and " into whose hand judgment was given to the 
saints of the Most High." And so also in Isaiah the 
" Child born and the Son given " was to bear the title, 
among others, of " the Everlasting Father," as He is in 
other parts of the word described as the " incorruptible 
God," whose " goings forth have been of old from ever- 
lasting," and who has "neither beginning of days nor 
end of life." And our Lord Himself asserted, " Before 
Abraham was, I am." 

As we therefore respect age — the " hoary head which 
is found in the way of righteousness " — among our fellow- 
men, and as we are ready to acknowledge that " days 
should speak, " how much, how infinitely more, must we 
hold in veneration that Son of man, who, as the Ancient 
of Days, became an Infant of Days, that He might unfold 
to us the mysteries which had been hid for ages and 
generations — who of God is made unto us wisdom — in 
whom are treasured up all the stores of wisdom and 
knowledge — who knoweth all things, even our thoughts 
afar off. 

Is it not then becoming us to learn of Him, and may 
we not be assured that He will make known to us all 
things profitable to direct us in life and godliness ? His 
wisdom and experience are not such as may be learned 
from some hoary heads — oftener, alas ! folly instead of 
wisdom, and experience only of things as pertaining to 
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tliis life, and mainly as to how gain is to be made in it. 
Our God imparts counsel that is holy and just and good ; 
and all the accumulated knowledge and experience of 
the wisest and best of all the ages of time, are not worthy 
of account with what we may leam of Him. And in- 
deed, it were well if we closed our ears against everything 
that is not of His mind ; and that man alone is wisest 
among men who knows most of the word of God, and 
of all the most prudent when he is found following its 
directions. 

And oh ! that the world turned its attention more to 
the Divine testimony, and observed its counsels, instead of 
seeking to find out inventions and devices for the ameliora- 
tion of things around us, which are proving, and which 
indeed must always prove, miserable failures : and just 
because they are "of men." 

There is not an evil now existing, be it physical or 
moral, but for the cure or removal of which there may 
be found sufficient counsel in the word of God, if it were 
prayerfully consulted And whatever the questions be 
by which society is agitated at the present day, we make 
bold to say that their solution is proving difficult, only in 
so far as God's word of counsel is being neglected. If 
the Bible were taken into the assemblies in which the 
great questions of our time are discussed, and its prin- 
ciples set into active operation by men who themselves 
believed and acted upon them, and in whom there was to 
be found proof of its healing virtues, this moral wilder- 
ness of ours would soon become as the "garden of 
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the Lord," fair and fertile. It is to be regarded as 
both waste of strength and time for men, professing to 
believe the gospel sufficient for all things, to lay them- 
selves out in attempts to renovate society by what mere 
worldly-minded men suggest as likely to do it ; nay, it 
is worse than waste — it is derogatory to God, who has 
given us a word sufficient to " make us perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto every good work : " and the 
most singular feature of our time is, that while you 
can secure a common platform for the discussion and 
adoption of these worldly-wise proposals, it is next to im- 
possible to get ministers and laymen to agree in united 
action for the preaching of the gospel : " All seek their 
own, not the things which are Christ's." 

Reader, give the Bible a place higher than all this 
world's wisdom — even as the light of the sun is to be 
preferred to the light of a candle ; — let nothing usurp its 
place, since you know its all-wise and unerring source is 
in the Ancient of Days. And if we would be truly wise 
for time and eternity, there is nothing else — there is, in 
fact, but one Book, to the exclusion of every other, which 
can make us so. Let us not despise it ; let us rather, in 
everything, and at all times, and in all places, follow its 
counsel in the strength of that Holy Spirit whose it is to 
interpret the word — to save, sanctify, make us perfect 
by it 

But further, in Christ there injustice and equity for the 
wronged and oppressed. We do not require to. be long in 
this world to find out how little of justice and equity we 
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get at the hands of our fellow-mea We may have seen 
the judicial bench filled with men " without understand- 
ing," whose decisions are not determined by the 
principle of right, but as they may bear upon their own 
self-interests, or the interests of the political party to 
which they may belong — altogether forgetting their 
answerableness to the Judge of all And consider 
the tricks of trade, and the adulterations of both food 
and goods which are so commonly practised — how, in 
short, the whole of society, for gain^s sake, makes little 
scruple about the means of obtaining it, trampling the 
golden rule of doing to others as we should have them 
to do to us, underfoot 

But " the Lord reigneth ! " and that 'Son of man, 
whose head and hairs are like white wool and as snow, 
has all judgment committed to Him ; and the whiteness 
is also the symbol at once of the purity and justice of 
His administration in this world towards the injured, 
for the Lord our righteousness will "judge the cause of 
the poor and the needy." And if it may not always be 
evident in time that it is well with the righteous and ill 
with the wicked, " the Day " will declare it, in a judg- 
ment from the throne which will be with righteousness 
and in truth : then it will be seen what difference God 
makes between him that has served Him, and him that 
has served Him not ; and the souls under the altar, slain 
for the word of God and the testimony which they held, 
shall not in vain cry, " How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost Thou judge and avenge our blood on them that 
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dwell on the earth?" He will "avenge them speedily." 
For wise reasons, and doubtless because of the long- 
suffering patience of God, much of inequality is per- 
mitted to exist here. But it is the prerogative of God 
to bring good out of evil — ^to change the curse into a 
blessing, and after the little day of life and the short 
night of time, the dawn of a judgment morn shall bring 
reward to every man, according to the deeds done in 
the body, whether they have been good or bad, and 
hence God has prepared both a heaven and a helL 

The white colour may also be regarded as the symbol 
of eternity, and we would infer, therefore, that the purity, 
holiness, wisdom, experience, justice, equity, which are in 
Christ, are ever available for us as long as we are in this 
life, and they are likewise unfailing. And suffice it merely 
to state this, as a ground of appeal and encouragement 
to those who have not yet sought and found Christ 

Reader, is it so with you ? Oh ! why not seek Him 
now ? " He will be found of you if you seek Him with 
your whole heart" Give up your vain search for any 
portion this world may afford you, for what would it 
profit you even though you should gain the whole of it ? — 
Nothing ! And what will you lose if you do not make 
Christ your portion ? All things ! 

But, ah ! this is not a mere question of profit and loss. 
Is not Christ all-attractive for His own sake ? Consider 
Him, sinner, and claim Him as the unspeakable gift of 
your Father's love. "Christ is yours." 



VIII. 
Ills CROWNED HEAD AND BLACK LOCKS. 

*' His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy and black 
as a raven." — Song of Songs, v. ii. 

JESUS is so superlatively excellent, that every variety 
of contrast may be employed to set forth His 
glorious worth. He was presented to us in the preced- 
ing discourse in the character of the Ancient of Days, 
and now He is before us as a young man whose head 
is crowned with "gold of gold." And if His hair was 
white, and bespoke Him venerable and wise, the black 
locks are comely ; and being as the black of a raven, 
most comely, their bushy nature being declarative, it 
may be, of the strength and vigour and mysterious 
workings, that mark His administration both as High 
Priest and King. 

His head — His whole head — is as the most fine gold 
— shining, solid gold — " gold of gold ; " it not being 
possible to obtain it purer. 

This is obviously applicable to the Divine Headship 
OF Christ — His Lordship or Kingship over all, as in 
contrast to Nebuchadnezzar, the " head of gold," whose 
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kingdom excelled all others. Much more, is the 
inference, would the kingdom and power and strength 
and glory of Christ surpass that excelling kingdom ; for 
of the kingdom to come after, Christ was to be the Head, 
and as intimated in the seventh chapter of Daniel 
to Nebuchadnezzar, His kingdom should never be 
destroyed, although it should break in pieces the image 
whose head was of gold, and other members of it of 
silver, brass, iron, and clay. 

That sacred head, we know, was once crowned with 
thorns in the day of His humiliation. But on His head 
now are " many crowns," as we read in the nineteenth 
chapter of Revelation — so many, that the whole head 
seems one golden mass. And to a consideration of 
these as symbols of His Divine Headship and universal 
empire, we now invite the reader. 

And, first, as the brightness of the Father's glory and 
the express image of His person, to Him belongs the 
crown as Creator and Governor of all The world into 
which He came " was made by Him " — " all things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not anything made 
that was made " — " by Him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities 
or powers : all things were created by Him and for Him : 
and He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist." 

We have proof sufficient here of His divinity and 
Godhead. Christ, moreover, was no mere manifestation 
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of attributes, but a Person, the second in order in the 

Godhead, but in no sense subordinate. He was the 

Father's fellow-equal, — one with the Father. And as 

Maker and Sustainer of the universe, to Him of right 

belongs its crown. 

His also are the crowns of all the kings and potentates 
of earthy since by Him kings reign and princes decree 
justice — the powers that be being ordained by Him, 
and, as His creatures and subjects, under obligation to 
render obedience to Him in all things. His is the 
sovereign power to pull one down and set another up ; 
and there is not a single crisis which has taken place in 
the history of our world, and of the nations in it, but 
with which Christ has had to do. His hand has 
been mysteriously working in all history, and through all 
the complications of events, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords is making progress to visible triumph over ally 
for the kingdoms of this world are destined to become 
His ; and hence, in the Apocalypse, the kings of the earth 
are represented as bringing all their glory and honour 
into the great central metropolis of God. 

Yet more, as the Father has set Him as King and 
Priest in Zion, in virtue of this investment, to Him 
belongs the crown as sole Head of the Church, While 
the nations are disputing His right, and some are seek- 
ing to usurp His place, into the ears of all His usurpers 
the Father is announcing that He has set His Anointed 
— His beloved Son — to be King upon the holy hill of 
Zioa And hence He is described as ** the Head of the 
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body, the Church : who is the beginning, the first-bom 
from the dead : that in all things He might have the pre- 
eminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him should 
all fulness dwell." And now, indeed, He reigns, though 
we see not yet all things put under Him — He reigns, 
and the only and lasting glory, belonging to the Zion of 
this latter day, consists in His presence, as to Him the 
voice of Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual Songs is being 
raised in praise of His truth and grace. In thousands 
of hearts, who trust Him, and own Him as King, He now 
sits enthroned, and the children of Zion rejoice in their 
King. And the day of millennial glory is coming, when 
the whole earth shall be filled with the' knowledge of 
His glory, as the waters cover the sea ; for " He shall 
have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth." And falling dynasties, and 
waning superstitions and idolatries, and the cries for 
separation of Church and State, may be regarded as the 
sound coming on before, preparing for the approach and 
triumph of our King, and when, at His coming, His 
glorious retinue of saints and angels shall demand the 
gates to be lifted up, and the doors to be thrown open 
wide, for His entrance upon everlasting sovereignty. 

To Him also belongs the holy crown, typified by the 
plate of gold which was fastened to the high priest's 
turban, on which were inscribed the words, " Holiness 
to Jehovah." As our great High Priest after the order 
of Melchisedec, to Him alone belongs that holiness 
which made His services and sacrifice of blood accept- 
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able as the God-man Redeemer. And as now within 
the holiest of all, offering His own blood, His interces- 
sion is answered "always." 

Again, He wears the Crown which the Church placed 
upon Him in the day of her espousals. From the third 
chapter of this Song, verse eleventh, we see that, 
according to custom, the Queen-mother had made a 
matrimonial crown, and placed it on the head of her 
royal son upon his nuptial day, in order to grace the 
solemnities of the happy occasion. And the day when 
Jesus died was virtually the day of His nuptials — the 
day of His espousals to the gospel Church. Then, might 
it be said, did He make of Himself of twain one new 
Church (Ephes. ii. 15) — His blood becoming the bond 
of love by which God and men were brought into 
union. As the Jewish Church, which we view as the 
Queen-mother, weaved His nuptial crown, we are hence 
called to "behold the King with the crown wherewith 
His mother crowned Him in the day of His espousals, 
and in the day of the gladness of His heart." 

'* Come, then, and, added to Thy many crowns. 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy. It was Thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature's birth ; 
And Thou hast made it Thine by purchase since. 
And overpaid its value with Thy blood. 
Thy saints proclaim Thee King ; and in their heart 
Thy title is engraven with a pen 
Dipped in the fountain of eternal love." 

And now upon the royal head of Jesus the crown of 
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life is flourishing, and from its spreading branches, 
crowns are being furnished for all the victors in His 
spiritual warfare : and when the day of grace has merged 
into the day of glory, and before His throne shall be 
gathered that countless multitude out of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation, redeemed by His 
blood, and when they shall in His presence ascribe to 
Him the glory of their salvation, the four and twenty 
elders shall fall down before Him, and, worshipping 
Him, cast their crowns before His throne, saying, " Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive honour and glory and 
power ; for Thou hast created ^1 things, and for Thy 
pleasure they are and were created." And the new song 
shall then be joined in by "ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands," and in one 
loud voice shall be heard, "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
strength and honour and glory and blessing — yea, every 
creature in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
shall say, * Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever.' " And then indeed shall the 
crowns of the universe be placed upon the Beloved, and 
He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied, 
and know the joy which was set before Him, when He 
shall be glorified in His saints and admired in all them 
that believe, as all in that day shall own Him " King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords." 
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Such are His crowns, the symbols of royal nature, 

power, honour, government, conquest ; and such His 

golden crowns, their quality bespeaking the purity, 

preciousness, glory, solidity, and perpetuity of His 

sovereignty. ^ 

O reader ! does not " His worth all praise exceed " ? 
Strange that King Jesus should have so many enemies ; 
that there should be so many who see nothing desirable 
in Him! Is He yours? If He is yours. He is of 
more worth to you than all that which the devil pro- 
mised to Christ, when, in a moment of time, he showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world And ah ! how 
must they be filled with shame and confusion who 
have no crowns to cast at Christ's feet in the day of His 
appearing — they who said on earth, " We will not have 
this man to reign over us." O reader ! shall this 
shame and confusion be yours ? Be entreated to give 
Him place. Let the other lords that have as yet 
dominion over you, be cast down and destroyed ; and 
let Jesus, who has redeemed you with His own precious 
blood, have His blood-bought right to your whole 
heart. 

But, reader, if you profess to be His, remember you 
are called to be His golden one in all you do. The 
body of Nebuchadnezzar's image, it is to be feared, may 
not inaptly represent some who profess to be Christ's. 
Instead of being like the head, some members are of 
silver and brass and iron and clay. Ah ! reader, if such 
is your profession, take heed — God will not be mocked. 
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He knoweth them that are His ; and all who are merely 
nominally His can expect only, like the image, to be 
"broken in pieces, and become like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floor." 

O reader ! as you profess to be His, let it be manifest 
that your submission to Him is as loyal as it is sincere ; 
and, partaking of His nature, let your life be full of the 
beauties of His holiness. " Add to your faith courage, 
and to courage knowledge, patience, godliness, brotherly- 
kindness, love " — even as love is the fulfilling of the law of 
that kingdom which is " righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost," of which you are the professed subject 

It remains for us now to consider " His locks^^ which 
" are bushy and black as a ravens 

That Christ is the Ancient of Days, and also a young 
man full of strength and vigour, is not a contradiction, 
but simply a contrast ; and the extremes meet here. 
This body of ours becomes young again, as physiologists 
tell us — renews its tissues every seven years; and so 
closely, it would seem, are youth and age intermingled 
in the same living organism, that "one of the most 
difficult problems of physiology to-day is, * How are 
youth and age to be distinguished ? When does youth 
cease and age begin? How do they pass into one 
another? and which is the more perfect condition of 
life ? ' " 

Again, when a man is converted to God, he becomes 
a new man — a " new creature in Christ Jesus : " old 
things pass away, and all things become new. 
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This world itself, groaning and travailing in its 
bondage now, is to become a new world — as out of its 
ashes God will yet form the "new heavens and new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

Thus far, by way of hinting at a possible reconcilia- 
tion of the contrast ; and while, generally, the black, 
bushy locks may be considered as proclaiming His 
unchangeable nature — the eternal youth and vigour with 
which Christ administers the affairs of His kingdom — 
that the hair is black may declare His comeliness (black 
hair being so regarded in the East), and probably also 
allude to Hi^ judgments. ^ 

Those bushy, curly black locks may remind us also 
of the hidden mysteries of His government; for sometimes 
" clouds and darkness are round about Him " — impene- 
trable mysteries shroud His ways ; and, as we might find 
it difficult to trace the windings of each particular hair, 
as intricate will be found the workings of His power. 
His ways — His counsels are unsearchable. " Who can 
find out God, who can find out the Almighty to per- 
fection ? " 

But, though His counsels and designs are indeed 
mysterious, we are still to be ever assured that they are 
equitable, for " justice and judgment are the habitation 
of His throne." And let this therefore reconcile us 
when we would think and say that "all things are 
against us." Nay; for He makes "all things work 
together for good to them that love Him, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose." 
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And, believer, be careful lest you fall into a declining 
state, like the Shulamith, that when the Beloved comes 
seeking closer fellowship with you, you may keep Him 
out in the cold and damp of the night, complaining 
that His head is " filled with dew, and His locks with 
the drops of night" To allow the fervour of your 
devotedness to Jesus to cool down, presages a season 
of darkness and suffering you will not readily forget 
By prayer and watchfulness, therefore, maintain in fresh- 
ness your first love. Seek His face continually. In 
all things acknowledge Him, that He may direct your 
steps. 

And, sinner, there is a night you have to consider 
when your God incarnate bled in agony of soul for you ! 
Has that night of awful and excessive sorrow, and 
strong crying and. tears, and wrestlings in prayer, on 
your account, nothing about it to convince of the love 
of Him who passed through it all, and who endured the 
cross for you, despising the shame ? Listen to the word 
of prophecy concerning Him, and hear, as from the 
dying lips of the Lord Himself, the appeal, " Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold, and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done 
unto me, wherewith the Lord has afflicted me in the day 
of His fierce anger." Oh, how can you resist His love, 
and be deaf to all His entreaties ? He is even now at 
the door of your heart, where He has been long standing 
pained and grieved by your cold refusals. Still He 
pleads, " Open to me," and knocks while He pleads. 
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* * Yes, the pierced hand still knopkeih, 
And beneath the crowned hair 
Beam the patient eyes, so tender, 
Of Thy Saviour waiting there." 

" Thy Saviour,^ sinner ! Ay, and His entreaties are 
so urgent, earnest, and long continued, because He 
knows that when once you have passed hence into the 
unseen world, that then, being beyond the pale of His 
mercy, not even His almighty arm may be strong enough 
to save yoa Oh that you were, therefore, now made 
sensible of your guilt and danger — that you would open 
now and let the King of glory in; for when you but 
admit Him, He brings pardon, peace, purity, and joy 
unspeakable, and you will have an earnest here of what 
heaven is in its blessedness, through uninterrupted fellow- 
ship with Him, and perfect conformity to His likeness. 



IX. 

HIS E YES AS OF FIRE. 

** His eyes were as a flame of fire." — Rev. i. 14. 

f~^ OD has commonly been wont, in His dealings with 
^"^ men, to reveal Himself by fire. At the expulsion 
of the first hmnan pair from Eden, He placed at the 
east of the garden "a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the tree of life." Again at Sinai, when 
He came down to give the ten commandments, at His 
coming " the mountain burned with fire unto the midst 
of heaven, and Jehovah spake out of the midst of the 
fire." This also was the symbol by which He assured His 
chosen people Israel of His presence and protection — 
the " pillar of cloud by day," and the " pillar of fire by 
night ; " and by fire He consumed their sacrifices in the 
tabernacle and in the temple, the fire on the altar of the 
latter place continuing to burn until the advent of Christ 
in human form. By fire from the Lord were the sacri- 
fices of Gideon and Elijah consumed : by fire were the 
Egyptians plagued : by fire were Nadab and Abihu, the 
p^ple at Taberah, the company of Korah, the enemies 
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of Elijah, consumed and destroyed ; and alike in the 
Old Testament and the New is it foretold, that, when 
Christ shall appear as Judge of all, His coming shall be 
in fire. 

You will perceive, therefore, that in this symbol we 
have truths conveyed to us of the greatest moment for us 
to know. And hence, among other things, God's word 
is said to be as fire, and the Holy Spirit comes as with 
fire : and while it warns of judgment, vengeance, and 
destruction, it speaks also to the believing people of God 
of gracious protection, and of the purifying influences 
He is seeking to bring upon their hearts and lives. 

For the present, however, we are only to inquire into 
its import as applied to the eyes of the Son of man, 
when seen in vision by John. 

The eye we are accustomed to regard as the window 
of the soul, as it is also the glory of the face — the human 
face divine : it is also used as synonymous with the mind 
itself — ^inclusive of the heart and its aims and intentions ; 
for you remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He 
said, " The light of the body is the eye ; if therefore 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness." 

Viewing the eyes in this sense, then, as applicable 
to, and synonymous with, the mind or the understanding, 
and the heart, and its intentions and aims, the expres- 
sion, " His eyes as a flame of fire," is only another way 
of setting forth the mind and heart and intentions of 
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Christ, in relation to men — the fire serving to indicate 
what is their specific character. 

And generally here, we have made known to us addi- 
tional qualifications possessed by the Son of man for the 
efficient discharge of His offices, as the only Mediator 
between God and man. The prominent truth is obvi- 
ously the OMNISCIENCE of Christ. We are to learn that 
He is in possession of that attribute equally with the 
Father, His co-equaL In the vision of Daniel "His 
eyes " are described " as lamps of fire," and twice again 
in the Apocalypse is the figure used, as it is He, " whose 
eyes are like unto a flame of fire," who addresses the 
Seven Churches, and especially the Church of Thyatira ; 
and that same Jesus, on whose head were seen many 
crowns, is similarly represented in the 19th chapter, when 
He is appearing to "judge and make war." 

Fire, as conveying at once the ideas of searching 
penetration, suggests remark upon the Son of man in 
the character in which He is described in the word, as 
searching the heart and trying the reins of the children 
of men. To apply the symbol in this way will there- 
fore appear to be quite in keeping; for those eyes are 
" seven " — " the eyes of the Lord which run to and fro 
through the whole earth," seen both in the prophetic 
stone of Zechariah, and in the slain Lamb in the midst 
of the throne, in the Apocalypse — the number seven in 
this case being the symbol of thorough knowledge or 
insight into all things that are in heaven and on earth, 
and under the earth. 
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Our Lord's followers on earth took especial notice of 

this power, by which their Master was declared to be 

more than man, even as He needed not that any should 

testify of man, for He knew what was in man. They 

came and once said to Him, " We are sure that Thou 

knowest all things ; " and now, when the Son of man is 

in the heavens, it is still true of Him that " He knoweth 

the hearts of all the children of mea" " I know," 

He says in Ezekiel, "the things that come into your 

mind, every one of them." Yea, " all things are naked 

and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have 

to do, and He shall bring every thought into judgment, 

and every secret thing." 

And when we endeavour to realize this — that to 
Christ belongs perfect knowledge of all things, events, 
persons, thoughts, motives — that we cannot for a 
moment by night or day escape His all-searching eye, 
even as it is ever on us searching us through and 
through — that He is intimately acquainted with all 
about us, and in us, and with all who shall yet live, and 
with all that shall yet transpire in the history of every 
individual and the world — that all the past, the passing 
present, and the eternal future are ever before Him ; — 
we say when we endeavour to realize this, we can see 
how that, above all, He is fitted to discharge His offices 
as the God-man Mediator. 

But oh, reader, what solemnity this should give to our 
life ! Our silent thoughts and desires — what we say as by 
whisper — what we may do under the cover of darkness 
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— do we ever reflect that they are all known every one of 
them at once by Christ, the Omniscient One, whose eyes 
are ever on us ? Did we more reflect upon this, that 
even " our thoughts are heard " — did we but impress it 
upon us always, and wherever we went, "Thou God 
seest me ! " ah ! how different our life would become ! 
But, alas ! it is man's consummate folly to forget his 
God : this is the " head and front of his offending," 
and, while ensnared by his fellow-man, the singular 
anomaly discovered by his conduct is, that he has no 
fear of God before his eyes ; for what he would not do 
if the eyes of a fellow-man were upon him, he dares to 
do in the face of Him whose eyes are as - a flame of 
fire! 

The false professor should also take warning from 
this, for those eyes can see behind the mask of all 
hypocrisy and deceit, and "God will not be mocked." 

, Especially comforting, however, are those eyes to the 
believer ; for, not only is he reminded of a God who knows 
all his wants, but who in His providence as wonderfully 
provides for them. Arid God is not unrighteous to for- 
get our works of faith and labours of love : eVen the cup 
of cold water, when nothing better can be ministered 
with, will not lose its reward : and so also the injuries 
we forgive, our self-denials, and hardships, and cross 
bearings, and desires to adorn the gospel, and all for 
Christ's sake, will not be unnoticed : and all the services 
we engage in, seeking His glory, though they prove not 
successes after the world's idea of success, yet even 
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our good intentions are enough to Him, and no labours 
for Him are ever in vaia 

But again, those eyes as a flame of fire speak to us of 
i\\Q purifying influences Christ is seeking to bring upon, 
and work out, in the persons of all who believe in His 
name : our word " pure," indeed, comes from the Greek 
word meaning fire, thus showing how closely the two 
ideas are related to one another. 

As eyes, then, are synonymous with mind and will, and 
fire is also the symbol of the Holy Spirit, we may arrive, 
in this way, at the secret of the means or methods by 
which Christ is seeking to purify us unto Himself, a 
peculiar people zealous of good works. 

His word is as fire, and is the instrument of purifying 
and cleansing, and by this the Holy Spirit, the appointed 
Agent in our sanctification, accomplishes the will of God 
in us — that will being " our sanctification." 

And confirmatory of this, we have the testimony of 
our Lord Himself, addressed to the disciples : "Ye 
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you : " and the words of our Lord's prayer, " Sanctify 
them through Thy truth. Thy word is truth," is another 
proof of the Divine method in our cleansing : and hence 
also the Apostle's words to the believers at Corinth, " Ye 
are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
And our Lord's own words again, when He said, " Except 
a man be bom of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God," are explained by the 
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Apostle's description of Christ's love to the Church, by 
which it is shown that Christ died in order that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her, in the washing of water by the 
word ; which is but to say, that while the cleansing has 
its "appointed symbol in the washing of water, it has 
its appointed instrument in the word ; that the cleansing 
from guilt and defilement is alone effected by the word, 
which convinces and transforms; and that the word, 
moreover, is the Spirit's special instrument in effecting a 
blessed and radical change, and in guiding, ruling, and 
prompting the heart into which the new life has been 
infused." And the ordinance of baptism, therefore, but 
serves to picture out the pardon and regeneration of 
heart, which Christ, in virtue of His having atoned for 
our sin by the shedding of His blood, seeks to effect in 
every believing heart by His Word and Spirit And for 
this reason the Spirit is compared to water, because 
He works for cleansing like water, and also comes as 
with fire for like purposes ; and in Isaiah iv. 4 He is 
called "the Spirit of burning." John also, bearing 
testimony to Christ, said He should baptize, not with 
water, but with the Holy Ghost and fire, and thoroughly 
purge His floor, and gather the wheat into the gamer, 
but bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire^ 

By the word of God, and the Spirit of God, there- 
fore, are we to seek that holiness without which none 
need ever hope to see God, or to stand before Him 
" without spot or wrinkle or any such thing." And 
under all God's dealings with us, alike in the furnace of 



HIS EYES AS OF FIRE. 91 

affliction as when we are engaged in His work and 
worship, He is seeking to cleanse us from all filthiness 
of the flesh and of the spirit ; for the work of reforma- 
tion and regeneration is His alone, and such alone are 
the means ; and as soon expect to add a cubit to our 
stature by a mere effort of will or a wish, as look for the 
regeneration of man and the world by any other means. 
And we who believe in Jesus ought to be jealous of 
the Divine methods, and the more especially in the face 
of so many popular chimerical institutions outside of 
the Church in our day, — for all worldly methods of 
reform are nothing, in short, but " refuges of lies," and 
all such confidences, inasmuch as they are not resting 
on Christ, the foundation other than which no man can 
lay, the Lord has already rejected ; and wait but a little, 
and you will see them all brought to confusion Man 
needs a new heart, and until that is secured, in vain the 
socialism which seeks a remedy in the mere improve- 
ment of outward circumstances, or by the removal of 
temptations to sin, ah extra ; but only give man such a 
heart — and we have pointed out the means — and all 
things in the world will also become new with it, and 
by it. 

Those eyes might also speak to us of the love of 
Christ, since by the warmth of that love He is seeking to 
melt the sinner into penitence, on the one hand, and to 
quicken the believer into holier fervour on the other. ^ 

But they also, very solemnly and impressively, remind 
us of His holy, His burning indignation against sin. 
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That He is " angry with the wicked every day " is the 
testimony of Scripture, and while indeed He proclaims 
His name as " the Lord, the Lord God merciful and 
gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin," it is 
yet added, " He will by no means clear the guilty ; " and 
in the cross we have the proof of that, as we may there 
see what every guilty soul deserves — the retribution of 
which every man has made himself worthy by sin. The 
cross, in short, proclaims that forgiveness cannot be 
extended to any without punishment; ay, even "with- 
out the shedding of blood." And by this act of punish- 
ment God " holds in reserve the future act of judgment, 
with respect to all who do not accept of His forgiveness, 
or who abuse it, by taking it in a different sense from 
that in which it was granted." 

And because there is a judgment in reserve, hence 
the warnings of the word : such, e,g,^ as (Matt. xiiL 40), 
"the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so 
shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man 
shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather out of 
His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity ; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire : 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." And 
herein see indignation, abhorrence, contempt, torment. 
Again (2 Thess. L 7-9), "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
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of the Lord, and from the glory of His power." And 
the words in Heb. x. 26, 27 are equally emphatic 
in warning, that " if we sin wilfully after that we have 
received a knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearfiil looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries ; " added at the thirty-first verse, " It is 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" 

O reader ! may you never know anything of this in 
the future of your experience. Warned now of these 
terrors of the Lord, be persuaded to seek instant escape, 
for that day may take you unawares, even as there is no 
man who may boast of to-morrow. Seek reconciliation 
to God by Christ Jesus ; and He is now at hand, and 
even as your eyes are wandering over these words, His 
eyes are as a flame of fire, now searching your inmost 
thoughts. Oh seek that your thoughts be filled with 
Him — ^your soul saved by Him. Look now to Him by 
faith, and He will save you according to His word : 
and keep looking to Him, that He may henceforth 
guide you with His eyes, and direct your steps in the 
way of righteousness, truth, holiness, until you appear 
in His presence glorified 



X. 

HIS EYES AS OF DOVES. 

** His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed 
with milk, and fitly set." — Song of Songs, v. 12. 

nPHE contrast is very marked, if we compare this 
image with what we have last had under review ; 
but it only serves the more to bring out the beauty of 
the Beloved. And like as when the sevenfold rays of 
contrasting colours are gathered up into a unity in the 
sun, there is seen but one bright white light ; even so, 
when all the varieties of contrast which are to be found 
in the word concerning the Light of the World are 
viewed as finding their centre and rest in Him, the 
altogether Lovely becomes clothed with such excessive 
brightness of lustre, that were we to take in His totality 
as we would take in the full blaze of the sun, our feeble 
inner vision would be dazzled into blindness; for we 
cannot now sustain the weight of His glory, and we have 
patiently to wait, until we are rendered capable of sus- 
taining it in a higher sphere of being. But although we 
cannot steadily gaze on the full light of the sun without 



HIS EYES AS OF DOVES. 95 

hurt to our sight, it is yet permitted us to examine and 
admire, at leisure and without injury, its separate rays 
through a prism ; so we may do the same with the glory 
of Christ, and through the prism of His truth contem- 
plate here a little and there a little — this feature and 
that — the while we may also be reaching on to the 
glory which shall be revealed in us, when He shall 
come to be glorified in His saints, and admired in all 
them that believe. 

In the analogy before us, then, it is to be noted that 
it is in the eyes of the dove, and those eyes by the rivers, 
or streams of waters, washed into whiteness as by milk, 
and as also fitly set, that we are to look for the spiritual 
truths designed to be conveyed. And an accurate 
observer tells us, and his description may be enough as 
in illustration, that " doves delight in clear water-brooks, 
and often bathe in them ; and then their liquid, loving 
eyes fitly set within a border of softest skyey blue, do 
look as though just washed in transparent milk." , 

And generally the eyes of doves for their clearness are 
a fitting symbol of the ability o£ Christ to discern, and of 
His actually taking notice of all His people, for doves 
are remarkable for their clear and quick sight, and readi- 
ness to discover their cot ; and in the analogy the eyes 
are represented as washed, to convey, in all probability, 
the idea of perfect perception ; and this is true to — in 
harmony with — the analogy of truth, for the "seven 
eyes" belong to Christ, the Holy Dove, seven being 
representative of perfection of sight. And by this, also. 
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equally with the " eyes as a flame of fire," we are taught 
Christ's omniscience ; and in this connection, that attri- 
bute is set forth for comfort. To the believing soul 
those eyes have nothing of indignation or wrathfulness 
in them, inasmuch as they are the eyes of doves. They 
speak only of mercy, — of blessing upon blessing. 

But more particularly, as doves' eyes are suggestive 
of gentleness, meekness, harmlessness, and kindness, we are 
warranted in drawing the inference, that we may find 
such graces in the Beloved to perfectioa 

How gentle Jesus was when He dwelt among us ! 
His descent into our world was with no pomp or parade 
or noise ; He came as the rain, as the dew, and 
even so dropped His words of heavenly wisdom from 
His lips. He did not cry nor lift up His voice in the 
street — that is to say. He sought not to set up His king- 
dom in this world, either by force or violence, or by 
"talking big." And prophecy found its fulfilment in 
Him, when there was testified concerning the coming 
Deliverer and King, that He should not "break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax j " and in this 
respect He was indeed the gentle Jesus. And how 
tenderly also He dealt with those who came to Him 
anxiously inquiring after the truth ! And even those 
who sometimes came with the intention of entrapping 
Him in His words, although He well knew their secret 
motive, were gently dealt with : He gave them the soft 
answer, and thus endured the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself. 
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And who more meek than He ! Moses, the meek, 
en:ed once, but He, by whom came grace and truth, 
erred never. Although He had to endure many things 
that were provoking, and suffered much injustice and 
cruelty, yet "though He was reviled," Peter (who was 
an eyewitness of His daily conduct for three years) says, 
" He reviled not again, and when He suffered. He 
threatened not ; but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously." And while Isaiah spoke of Him, 
testifying that " He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth ; He is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth," Christ, when He 
came, invited men to Himself as the " meek and lowly 
in heart," and the whole spirit of His life declared Him 
to be, beyond all controversy, the meek King of Zion. 
And while this was to be seen in His teaching, and very 
especially in His manner of conducting it, and also in 
His varied dealings with sinners, most illustriously was 
it displayed under the unjust sufferings and calumnies to 
which He was subjected at the close of His earthly 
ministry, asking only wherefore it was they smote Him, 
and for what evil? and when mocked, and spit upon, 
enduring in mute silence the vile insolence. 

And He was also "holy, harmless, undefiled, and 

separate from sinners." And although we indeed read 

of His having twice taken a whip of small cords and 

with it driven the desecrators of His Father's house 

from its hallowed courts, yet since that repeated act 

G 
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was in order to avert a greater evil, and that the people 
generally might not be deprived of the blessings which 
were attached to the holiness of worship which became 
all the worshippers in the Temple, it thus only became a 
proof of His harmlessness ; for His act was but the em- 
bodiment of His desire that the multitude might not be 
injured by the wilful sin of a few covetous men — even 
as He had compassion for the multitude. And you 
remember how, upon another occasion, when the dis- 
ciples would have Him to call fire down from heaven 
to destroy. He answered their call by the welcome state- 
ment, that He had not come to destroy, but to save ; and 
from the people who would not receive Him He simply 
turned away, and directed His steps to another town : 
nay, far from seeking to do any one harm. He spent His 
life in going about doing only good — healing all manner 
of sickness and disease among the people — making the 
blind to see, the lame to leap as an hart, the tongue of 
the dumb to sing, and in some instances even bringing 
the dead back to life again. 

And how kind and generous He was in His sympathy 
for the sin-burdened, the penitent, the bereaved, the 
sorrowful, the ignorant, and the wayward ! How often 
from His lips passed the words, " Thy sins are forgiven 
thee; go in peace," or "go and sin no more." Has a 
father, for instance, lost a beloved daughter, or loving 
sisters a dear brother, or a widowed mother an only son ? 
Let but Jesus get to know the case, and the dead are 
restored. And is it a woman of Samaria by the well ? — He 
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reveals her sin to her only to fill her heart with joy in 
the discovery that it was all blotted out for His name's 
sake. Or is it a Peter who has been one of His 
followers, but who, in a time of desertion, with oaths 
and curses, denies Him ? — He has but to turn round, and 
look upon him with those dove-like eyes, to send him 
forth into the darkness weeping bitterly tears of repent- 
ance that needed not to be repented of. Or is it a 
thief upon the cross, while He is Himself enduring like 
awful and worse agonies, He is not so engrossed by the 
pangs of expiring nature that He may not find time to 
speak a word of comfort and hope to that poor penitent 
by His side, begging to be remembered by Him ? Ay, 
and if that same Jesus, as He once stood on Olivet 
and wept aloud over His rebellious countrymen ; if 
in Gethsemane's Garden, when bearing our griefs and 
sorrows, and laden with our sin, His sweat was as great 
drops of blood falling to the earth, oh, let the rude noise 
and riot of the world be hushed into solemn silence, that 
those words which rise to heaven from man's Substitute 
and Surety on Calvary may be heard — " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 

Shall we not seek, believing reader, to stir up our 
minds by way of remembrance of these things, that we 
may behold the beauty of the Lord, and think of His 
loving-kindness in the midst of His temple, and more 
highly exalt Him in our estimation ; for who is like unto 
Him, and with whom may He be compared among the 
children of men ? Ah ! truly there is none like unto Him, 
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and such grace and mercy could only come from such a 
one as He. It is only, we may say, just like God — ^that 
God whom we are privileged to call our Beloved — our 
Friend ; and oh ! what a Friend, yes — 

** What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear ! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer I 
Have we trials and temptations, — is there trouble anywhere ? 
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share ? 
Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care ? 
Precious Saviour, still our Refuge, take it to the Lord in 'prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee ? take it to the Lord in prayer ; 
In His arms He'll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace 
there." 

But yet more, those dove-like eyes for their chasteness 
tell us of the purity of Jesus, for " in Him was no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth." He is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, neither can evil 
dwell in His presence. He came also as the Holy One 
of God, out of the love He bore to His Church, to sanc- 
tify and cleanse it, and present it without spot before 
His Father. 

And if, therefore, we are cherishing sin in our hearts, 
how can we even dream of His being able to look upon 
us with complacency ? for as His followers by profession, 
and named by His name, we are called to depart from 
all iniquity ; and He is looking for the fruit of His work 
in us. Even as He came to Peter after He had risen 
from the dead, and asked him thrice respecting his love 
to Him, He is coming again and again to us expecting 
us to answer as Peter did, " Lord, Thou knowest all 
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things, Thou knowest that I love Thee." Yea, as His 
ssdnts, and compared, as we are, to clean water. He 
comes that He may see His own image reflected in 
us, like as the dew-drop carries in its bosom a picture 
of the sun and sky. 

And if His eyes as a flame of fire convey the idea of 
His sitting watching over us as a refiner, patiently wait- 
ing for our complete purification, oh ! how much more 
may those pure, gentle eyes make us desire to be liker 
Him — how well may they serve, if anything should, to 
woo us to that purity which is in Himself, and with 
which He seeks to adorn us ? 

Oh, let us be thus tenderly and gently entreated, not 
to do anything, nor to fall into any sin of thought or 
word or deed, which might cause those pure eyes to be 
averted from us, or offended. Let us hear Him entreat- 
ing us to be holy as He is holy, and be constrained to 
place ourselves under such influences as may secure the 
satisfaction of His desires respecting us. And it is for 
our comfort to know that it is Himself who makes us 
holy, and that it Will be effected for us, and in us, by 
Him, when we come earnestly seeking Him, and are 
found faithfully using His Divinely-appointed means — 
the word and ordinances. 

Yet more, the watchfulness of the dove over its mate 
may serve to remind us and comfort us in the thought 
of Chris fs abiding and loving interest and delight in all 
who are His, 

All others may forsake and fail us — even the fond 



I02 HIS EYES AS OF DOVES, 

mother may grow cold in her affections to her babe— ^ 

" but I will never leave you," saith the Beloved ; " I will 

never forsake you." He loves with an " everlasting 

love," as it is with " everlasting kindness " He seeks 

to draw us into His embrace. And oh ! when we think 

of this — the delight of our God in us — the great love 

wherewith He loves us, by which He even loves to love 

us, " rejoicing over us with joy, resting in His love, and 

joying over us with singing" (Zeph. iil 17), — Oh, how 

unspeakably precious is the thought, the comfort of all 

this ! May we not join with the poet while he thus 

sings : — 

" The dove let loose in Eastern skies, 
Returning fondly home 
Ne'er stoops to earth her wing, nor flies 
Where idle warblers roam. 
But high she shoots, through air and light, 
Above all low delay, 
"Where nothing earthly bounds her flight. 
Nor shadow dims her way. 
So grant me, God, from earthly care, 
From pride and passion free. 
Aloft, through faith and love's pure air. 
To hold my course to Thee " — 

To none but Thee ! For to whom can we go ? whom 
have we in heaven but Him ? and there is none on earth 
we may desire beside Him. " Thy gentleness hath made 
me great." 

And, reader, if you are yet in your sin, you may hence 
see the reconciliation you stand in need of; and if those 
eyes of doves prove to you, instead, eyes of wrath, it can 
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only be because of your having despised and set at 
nought the gentle, tender, tearful entreaties of a loving 
Saviour. 

But oh ! how can you resist Him ? How be cold 
and indifferent to Him? Be entreated — for your own 
soul's sake, be entreated to yield yourself to Him, while 
He declares His graciousness ! 

But, reader, if you profess to be His, remember your 
calling to be like Himu " Thou hast doves' eyes " is 
twice repeated in the Song as the description of the 
character of the Church, or believing people of God ; and 
oh, see to it that your life is testifying to your faithful- 
ness and loyalty to your Beloved — ^that you are being 
conformed to His likeness in gentleness, meekness, harm- 
lessness, kindness, compassion, tender mercy, modesty, 
humbleness, chastity, simplicity, and sincerity. Seek, 
in short, the fruit of the Spirit, which came down and 
rested on Jesus as a dove, that you may have growing 
confidence towards God, and have greater occasion to 
delight in Him on account of His work in your heart, 
by which He is seeking to perfect His will concerning 
you — even " your sanctification ; " and 

** For what contend the wise? for nothing less 
Than that the soul, freed from the bond of sense, 
And to her God restored by evidence 
Of things not seen, drawn forth from their recess, 
Root there, and not informs, her holiness." 



XL 
HIS FEET LIKE BRASS. 

" Ili-s feet like unto fine brass {chalkolibafio)^ as if they burned in 

a furnace.*' — Rev. i. 15. 

TN the tenth chapter of Daniel, and the sixth 
verse, the " arms " of Christ are included with the 
feet, and both are there described as " like in colour to 
polished brass." Again in the Apocalypse (2d chap. 
V. 18), and also in the loth chap. v. i, the feet are 
"like fine brass" in the one place, and described 
" as pillars of fire " in the other. 

It is difficult to determine the precise meaning of the 
word here translated " fine brass," and it would appear 
that, at least, it is not such a compound as is known by 
us as " brass," which, being a mixture of zinc and copper, 
was not invented until the thirteenth century; but a 
composition of a like nature, and which might be 
termed "white brass," or such like metallic compound 
brought to a white heat by the action of fire. 

At any rate, as a hard metal, the idea of power, 
irresistible might, would seem to be the truth conveyed 



HIS FEET LIKE BRASS, 105 

by the analogy employed ; and, as it is by our feet we 
are enabled to walk, the analogy is further suggestive 
of the irresistibly powerful movements of Christ in 
the administration of the affairs His government ; for 
manifestly it is to our Lord's ways and works in the 
Church and in the world that our attention is called. 

We delight to think that this earth of ours was once 
honoured and consecrated by the feet of God incarnate 
— to follow Him in the Gospels on His many journeys 
of mercy to our sinful humanity. Childlike faith and 
humility delighted to sit at those blessed feet, and love 
washed them once with tears and ointment With those 
feet also He trode the wine-press alone, and of the people 
there was none with Him, and passed on, travelling 
in the greatness of His strength, into the furnace of the 
Divine wrath, which had been kindled against us ; but 
coming forth again as a conqueror, having with His heel 
bruised the serpent's head, and obtained possession of 
the keys of death and the grave, and declared hence- 
forth and for ever " King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

In the vision of glory, therefore, those feet as of 
white brass are the appropriate symbols of His power, 
in virtue of His conquest and sovereignty, both for 
DEFENCE AND DESTRUCTION j and as Seen in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks, we are called to mark 
how, in His ways and works. He seeks to make the place 
of His feet glorious— showing Himself both strong to 
bruise and destroy, and to defend and save. 

First, He is strong to defend and save. And we ^vq 
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this the first consideration, because He would rather 
save than destroy. 

And among other illustrations in the Word of His 
remembering mercy in the midst of judgment, there is 
the brazen serpent, which was a type of Christ, and 
Himself points to the analogy, when He says, "As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life." Yea more, " If I be lifted up, I will draw all 
men unto Me : " and He was lifted up — nailed hand and 
foot upon the cross : thus willingly did He submit to 
sacrificial death upon that cross, that He might be a 
Refuge for us from the impending wrath, which in that 
" hour and power of darkness " fell on Him as Sin-bearer. 

To the outward, carnal eye, it might then seem as if 
the career of Jesus had for ever been put an end to, 
when He was there crucified in weakness. Men and 
demons might think themselves the conquerors; for 
indeed their diabolical purposes, so far as they were 
concerned, had proved successful, and hence they found 
cruel occasion to add to His pangs by insolent mockery 
of His pretensions to be the Son of God. 

But like as the cloud which, dark to look upon from 
our standpoint on the plain, if seen from some high 
mountain-top would appear to be all sunned into 
spotless lustre, even so was it with Christ in His death. 
To the Father it was not dark and dread defeat, but 
victory ; and when believing men are lifted up into the 
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light of God, and, by the word and Spirit, given to look 
upon the cross, a glory breaks upon it, and the Crucified 
is seen to be transfigured into a conqueror over death 
and hell and the grave ; while to those who look upon 
it in the light of mere reason, or after this world's 
wisdom, to one it is a "stumbling-block," and to 
'another "foolishness" — even as it was to both Jews 
and Greeks. 

And so the skies have long received the Conqueror 
back into His glory, and those feet of white brass, in 
their lustrous brightness, prove Him to have been 
without alloy in passing through the furnace of wrath 
for us. His work is declared to be holy — perfect ; and 
the Father, well pleased with Him for His righteousness' 
sake, has hence committed into His hands all the power 
to dispense the blessings He has so dearly purchased, 
and so gloriously won. 

He is not in the garden of His agony now, but in the 
midst of the seven golden lampstands — present in His 
Church, making it as the place of His feet, glorious : 
and here we may see His ways and works among us. 

He is to be seen by the soul which seeketh Him ; and 
not only to be seen, but He is present that He may also 
be embraced. He Himself, by His Spirit, gives the 
eyes by which He is made manifest, and the willing 
heart to embrace and trust Him. Yes— 

** Though now unseen by outward sense, 
Faith sees Him always near — 
A guide, a glory, a defence." 
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And you, believing reader, know this in your happy 
experience, and therefore you delight to seek Him 
where He makes His goings known — in the sanc- 
tuary. 

But if you are not yet saved, how gracious a fact is 
presented to you here ! Even now may you conceive of 
Christ asking you, ** Believe you that I am able to do 
this ? " and of His being ready on your saying, ** Yea, 
Lord," to assure you that ** according to your faith " so 
it shall be to you — since " all things are possible to him 
that believeth." 

If, sinner, the word of God, which testifies of your 
guilt, is now finding its echo in your heart, and you are 
ready to set to your seal that its testimony is true, 
admitting, to your shame and confusion, that you are 
nothing but a hell-deserving sinner, then does that same 
word meet your extremity, by testifying to you of the 
. deliverance and help treasured up for you in Christ 
Jesus ; for of Him it is testified, that He is able to 
make all grace abound toward you ; able to subdue all 
things for you ; to keep you ; to succour you ; to save 
your soul from death — to keep from falling; yea, able 
to save unto the uttermost; able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that you can ask or think : — thus 
frequently and with such manifoldness is the testimony 
repeated in the word; and those feet of brass are, in 
fact, a symbol of what He is in Himself — a Saviour and 
a Great One — even the Mighty to save. And it is there- 
fore, sinner, your privilege to find your refuge in Him ; 
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for, in truth, only to such as you does His ability 
extend, as in such as you alone can His marvellous 
grace find its manifestation and sphere of operation 
— even in you who, despairing of yourself, are seek- 
ing to believe only in Him. 

But oh ! take good heed that you really trust Him — 
be assured that you have taken of Him in all his ful- 
ness ; for without that, the mere knowledge of your sin, 
and of the ability of Christ to save you from it, is vain ; 
nay, better you had never known this if you do not 
wholly rest in Him, " for if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received a knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sin " — that is to say, there is no 
other way of salvation ; and the rejection of this, the only 
way, leaves a man in a hopeless condition ; for we 
venture, in all reverence, to say, that even the Almighty 
may not save man by any other way. And when we 
see the awful apathy of soul among many hearers of 
the gospel message, it is indeed to be feared that there 
may be some who have rejected the offer of salvation 
once too often. 

O reader, how does it stand with you? Are you 
concerned about your soul's salvation ? That concern, 
happily, is an evidence to you of the grace of God, and a 
conclusive proof to you that you are not yet abandoned 
to your unbelief and sin ; — and salvation full and free 
may be yours now : " only believe " — " believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" 
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O sinner, look to Him, and see in Him your every 
sin cancelled — see in Him salvation with eternal glory ! 

How sad to think of even one unsaved soul, since 
there is sufficiency of atonement for every man; and 
how any man can wantonly continue to refuse his own 
mercy, is baffling to our comprehension ! Oh, surely 
men are not sensible of the desperateness of their condi- 
tion, for we are persuaded that did they but get one 
true sight of it, by the light of God's word of truth, as 
eagerly as the drowning man would clutch at the rope 
which was thrown out to save him, or the condemned 
prisoner accept of his pardon and liberty, so would they 
at once lay hold of the hope set before them in the 
gospel. 

Reader, if you believe not on the name of the only 
begotten Son of God, know you not that you are ** con- 
demned already " ? Such is the declaration of the Word ; 
and can you rest a moment in the face of such a truth ? 
Oh ! give welcome to Him whose feet are as white brass 
— for those feet are to you the gracious symbol of His 
ability to save you from all your sin, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them that are washed and 
sanctified. 

But those feet also speak to us of that power in which 
Christ walks forth for the accomplishment of His 
sovereign purposes, and which carries in it the ultimate 
crushing and destruction of all who are opposed to Him 
and His ways. 
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" Think not that I am come to send peace on earth ; I 
came not to send peace, but a sword." So spake our 
Lord, in connection with His call to men to confess 
Him, along with His warning, should any deny Him. 
And hence we find that, when some now believe the 
things that are spoken by the gospel, that because the 
unbelief of others is thus condemned, there is constantly 
rising a spirit of enmity; and we may not, therefore, 
expect universal peace until Christ is universally re- 
ceived, or believed in by men. 

But Christ will yet have dominion, as to Him alone it 
of right belongs. He must reign till all His enemies are 
made His footstool The stone laid in Zion, if it do not 
save, can do no otherwise than grind His adversaries to 
powder. 

We must, therefore, give Christ sovereign place in the 
management of all the affairs of His Church on earth, 
and woe be to any who resist His counsel and guidance, 
and adopt, instead, measures and plans of their own — 
who bring the world^s policy into it, and stand out in 
resistance to the word and Spirit of Christ, which are to 
be our guide in this business. 

There is a kind of success and prosperity which is 
taken account of in our day and rejoiced over, when it 
should rather cause us shame — the success which 
ccMnes from adaptation to the vitiated tastes of the 
multitude, and from the cry of " Peace, peace " to the 
wicked — a success of " observation " merely, but which. 
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being opposed to the Spirit of Christ, is indeed nothing 
but an ugly excrescence, and if it is not cut off, can result 
only in death. We need not particularize here, but only 
ask in the spirit of the word, " What fellowship can light 
have with darkness, or he that believeth with an infidel, 
or what part can Christ have with Belial ? " 

Christ's truth and righteousness and purity — His love, 
and unity of faith and spirit — must alone prevail, and not 
men's policy, or philosophies, or carnal accommodations ; 
and Christ Himself will overturn and overturn, until 
the things of His kingdom which are said to be within 
man find their rightful place; and 'neath His feet He 
will crush and destroy everything which hinders the 
establishment of these things : and let us therefore, who 
now profess to be His subjects, take heed that we are 
working in harmony with His designs, and praying for 
their accomplishment, that not our will but His may be 
done in earth as it is done in heaven. 

Remember how the Lord Himself has put this matter, 
when He has said, " He that is not with Me, is against 
Me; and he that gathereth not with Me, scattereth 
abroad." If then, reader, you are yet His enemy through 
your not having believed His gospel, ah ! know this, 
that the Lamb of God, who now taketh away your sin, 
can only be to you, in the day of His judgment of men 
by His gospel, the. Lion of the tribe of Judah, to 
destroy you, for He will " render to every man according 
to his deeds; to them who by patient continuance in 
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well-doing seek for glory, honour, and immortality (he 
will render), eternal life : but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness (he will render), indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish ; " and the longer you withstand 
Him and His entreaties now, only the more awful will 
be your destruction by Him whose " feet are as white 
brass, as if they burned in a furnace." 

As, then, reader, you can thus see He must needs 
prevail, and be glorified either in your salvation or in 
your destruction, oh ! seek His power to be put forth for 
your salvation now. Believe on Him now, for now is 
He able to save you, however guilty you may be, how- 
ever aggravated your offences against Him ; but if you 
refuse and rebel, and pass into eternity in that condition 
of soul, there is not a word in the whole of God's 
revelation by which you can hope for mercy beyond — 
no, not for ever and ever ! With the poor heathen who 
have not heard the gospel it must be more tolerable, 
and the Apostle shows that they will only be answerable 
for the light they have possessed ; and God the Judge 
will not judge them unrighteously. But you are not as 
the heathen, if you have and hear the gospel ; and by the 
gospel you will either be condemned or acquitted in the 
judgment, either as you have or have not believed in it, 
and lived according to it, or according to what has 
seemed right in your own eyes. There is no escape if 
you do not believe — you are " condemned already ; " and 
the judgment day will only more fully make it manifest. 

H 
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Oh, reader, how is it with you? If you believe not, put 
down this book for a little, and on your bended knees 
cry to God for mercy ; for your present condition opens 
up in eternity an awful prospect, which you may now by 
the grace of God have so happily changed for you. Oh 
that you may be wise to know this merciful visitation, 
and may the Holy Spirit incline you to believe in Christ 
to the salvation of your soul now ! 



XII. 
HIS LEGS AS PILLARS 

** His legs are as pillars of marble {shesh), set upon sockets of fine 

gold." — Song of Songs v. 15. 

nPHE prominent idea here is beauty^ which is in 
harmony with the conception of the Church, since 
her aim is to present all the features of the Altogether 
Lovely, and to show that He is, in each and all, to be 
altogether desired by the souL 

King Solomon had a chariot or palanquin made of 
the wood of Lebanon, the canopy of which was sup- 
ported by pillars of silver set in sockets of gold. The 
temple also was built of cedar wood for permanency, and 
the two pillars of brass which were set up for ornament 
and sjnnbol in the porch, reminded the worshippers 
that God was to be looked to as their Jachin and Boaz 

— STRENGTH AND STABILITY. 

And now the above analogy, heightened in beauty 
of setting as compared with the pillars -in the porch 
of the temple, is but more forcibly expressive of like 
truths, for when the legs of the Beloved are compared 
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to white marble pillars set upon a foundation of gold, 
the quality of the material may be viewed as portray- 
ing the ability of Christ to sustain the weight of the 
government which is upon His shoulders, as King and 
Priest in Zion, as it is also inclusive of the idea of the 
perfect purity with which His government is adminis- 
tered 

" From the beginning, or ever the earth was, He was 
set up from everlasting," to carry out those gracious 
purposes by which He might prove Himself to be the 
support and stay of His people. And if of David, when 
the kingdom over which he had been placed was in a 
state of anarchy, it is said he bore up the pillars of it 
(Ps. Ixxv.) — not only prevented its ruin, but restored it 
to strength and unity — it was said of him that it might 
be truer of the antitypical David, for when the world 
and the inhabitants thereof had made themselves ripe 
for destruction. He indeed bore up its pillars, by Him- 
self bearing away its sin, even as He now is declared to 
be the upholder of all things by the word of His power. 
Of none, indeed, of the frail and feeble sons of Adam 
at their best estate, could it ever have been said in truth, 
"The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dis- 
solved : I bear up the pillars of it " — of none, surely, 
but of Him who said, " All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth," and who, as He said these words, 
ascended up into heaven to exercise that sovereignty, 
and repair the mighty ruin which had been wrought in 
earth when Satan triumphed in paradise, when 
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** Earth felt the wound ; and Nature, from her seat 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe 
That all was lost.'' 

And although we may not, perhaps, be warranted in 
applymg the significant withholding from breaking the 
legs of Jesus, when He was upon the cross, as it has 
primary reference to the type in the paschal lamb, of 
which a bone was not to be broken, and of which Jesus 
was the antitype — we may, at least, note the fact here, 
in its connection, when we would seek to consider Him 
as supporting the weight of our sins, and saving us from 
them — ^the legs as of white marble set in sockets of fine 
gold, being the symbol of that support and stay. 

We may, then, first consider Christ as the support and 
stay of all His people under all circumstances^ for " His 
legs are as pillars of white marble." 

And as legs are designed to bear up the body, it is for 
this end Christ has been given — ^to bear all His mem- 
bers. Or as pillars are set for the support of a building, 
even so does Christ sustain the building of God — all 
who believe being described as " God's building." And 
still more, as the legs or supports are likened to pillars 
of white marble, we may take this as indicating to us, or 
representing, that all the members of His body are up- 
held in mercy, truth, purity, and holiness. 

Happy day, indeed, when the Word of Truth discovered 
to us our needed help and salvation, and when we were 
" led of the Spirit " to rest our all upon Christ — when we 
were enabled in faith to say, " The Lord is our Judge, 
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the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, He 
will save us ; " and then there came the word of com- 
fort, " Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel : 
I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel." And such words of life and 
promise then came home to our hearts with a power 
which we never before had experience of, while we were 
without the support and stay which we now find to be 
in Christ Jesus. 

Believing reader, let us seek to refresh our memory 
with past experiences of His graciousness to us, in 
affording us such support as we have required of Him, 
that we may be constrained the more wholly to cast all 
our care upon Him for the time to come. 

The picture in the fifth verse of the eighth chapter of 
this Book, we trust, is truly your case, where the Church 
is represented as coming up out of the wilderness leaning 
on the arm of her Beloved. It speaks to what we have 
done, and as to how we are seeking to derive our sup- 
port from Him. He found us in a wilderness — a barren, 
moral wilderness of drought and of the shadow of death ; 
and when we saw Him, we at once gave up all other 
dependencies, and in conscious weakness and helpless- 
ness sought to lay hold of, and find that our very 
feebleness might become a means for the display of the 
power of His might ; and so by faith we rested on Him 
— on Him alone, as if there had been none other being 
in the universe — rested even as did the sheep that had 
wandered, upon the shoulders of the shepherd, and to 
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our great joy we found Him all-sufficient to sustain 
our weight ! He bore our griefs and carried our 
sorrows, and the burden of our sins and cares, and 
with clearer evidences of His support. He has been, 
from day to day, strengthening, stablishing, settling us 
— confirming our faith against all doubts, and fears, and 
dangers, and difficulties, and temptations, and making 
us increasingly partakers of His grace and comfort ; and 
the support has been so abundant that we are ready to- 
day to say, as Job once did, " Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust in Him." 

We hope it is thus you feel, dear reader, about Him 
who, 

" Though once He bowed His feeble knees, 
Loaded with sins and agonies : 
Now on the throne of His command 
His legs like marble pillars stand." 

And such graciousness He is ready to vouchsafe to all 
who* trust Him, and none will ever be confounded or 
feel desolate who lean entirely upon Him. He has mercy 
to pardon, and grace to help in every time of need ; and 
the greater your extremity, all the better for Him to 
show His power to help you out of it. 

But if Belshazzar (the symbol of whose kingdom was 
" legs of iron, and feet of iron and clay ") trembled with 
amazement and horror in presence of the writing on the 
wall, no more shall the wicked be able to stand in the 
judgment of the great day, but call in vain to the rocks 
to hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. 
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If, however, reader, you have made the Judge your 
friend, in that day of His appearing you will realize, as 
you have never even dreamed of here, how strong your 
support and stay has been ; for then will you be lifted 
up for ever, out of all your troubles and distresses, into 
perfect purity and holiness and fulness of joy; and 
you shall sit down with Christ even upon His throne; 
for to that now inconceivable height of glory and joy 
is He bearing you up, while you continue to lean upon 
Him in this wilderness as your only support and 
stay. 

But if, reader, you are trusting to anything else — ^we 
care not what it be — it can only prove to you a broken 
reed. You have a whole lifetime of sin to atone for, 
and nothing but the blood of Christ may suffice for you. 
But you have not yet trusted Him — not yet come with 
your burden and asked Him to bear it away and sustain 
you — and so you are yet in your sinr And you have 
days of sickness coming, and how are you to be com- 
forted? days of darkness, doubt, fear, and times of 
temptation to pass through, and how are you to sur- 
mount them all? whence are you looking for strength? 
ay, and there is death and judgment to meet, and you 
have not thought of how you are to conquer the one, or 
stand in the other. O reader ! why be weak when there 
is abundance of strength — all necessary support for you 
in the Lord ? Let all else go, and you will find more 
than all in Him ; for in His person there is acceptance 
for you; justification by His righteousness; supply in 
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plenty for all your wants out of His fulness, and perfect 
cleansing through His blood ; and in Him not even the 
gates of hell will prevail against yoa Through Christ's 
strength you will be able to do all things, and when 
the world and all that is therein is burned up, you will 
be for ever safe with Him in the new Jerusalem. Let 
your absolute helplessness, — unable as you are for even 
one moment to sustain your steps— let your undone con- 
dition — at once constrain you to find your support and 
stay in Jesus ; and if you only believe in Him, all things 
are yours to help you ! Lean on Him as your Beloved, and 
as your all and in all, and nothing will ever fail you of 
all that He has promised, for " His faithfulness endureth 
to a thousand generations," and all the promises are 
ever yea and amen in Him. 

Next consider the stability and glory of such a founda- 
tion as Christ is, ^The pillars of white marble are " set 
in sockets of fine gold " — the. sockets obviously having 
reference to the feet. And when " strength and beauty," 
or glory, are said to be in the sanctuary, it is only 
because Christ is there all in all, and held to be of 
inestimable worth. 

Our foundation is firm and stable — stable as the ever- 
lasting hills ; " He is the living God, and steadfast for 
ever." Yea, the mountains will depart, and everything 
else shall fail, but Christ cannot fail us, nor may His 
strength decay : He is the same forever in His proving 
sufficient to all who make Him their ground of trust 
and confidence : and *' other foundation can no man 
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lay than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus " — the Divine, 
all-sufficient, only Saviour of the world 

And while it is strong, sure, stable, it is of '^ fine gold" 
It has been tried in the fire, and stood the test, and 
declared to be perfect It is placed at the head of the 
corner in honour — it has the glory of the only-begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth, and nothing may 
compare with it ; for who is like unto the Lord, glorious 
in holiness ? or who like unto the Lord of hosts, who is a 
strong God, and who has faithfiilness round about Him ? 
He who builds up Jerusalem and gathereth together the 
outcasts of Israel, while telling the number of the stars 
and calling them all by their names, at the same time 
healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their 
wounds; — and when the waters roar and are troubled, 
and the mountains shake with the swelling thereof, there 
need be no fear to such as have found their refuge and 
strength in Zion, for they are on a rock higher than the 
roaring and troubled waters which beneath are sweeping 
away all other foundations — they are on the Rock of 
Ages, which shall never be moved; and as, therefore, 
resting there, they shall survive the ruin of the world, 
and when countless ages shall have rolled on, be still in 
bliss. 

You will then perceive, reader, what we have been 
seeking to set forth — that Christ as a Saviour, excelling 
in glory, as He is God over all blessed forever, is the only 
person in whom you may find such satisfaction as your 
soul requires ; for He alone can pardon, cleanse, make 
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you holy — perfect ; and if you but trust in Him, far 
from being disappointed, you will find that He gives you 
both grace and glory, and will withhold no good thing 
from you; and such is the comforting assurance we 
may gather from those inspired words : " His legs are as 
pillars of white marble, set upon sockets of fine gold." 

Seek then, believers, to prove that you are partakers of 
His nature, for you also are compared to pillars. Be 
not, therefore, driven about by " every wind of doctrine, 
and sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive," in these days of ours ; but as 
indwelt by the Spirit of Christ, and guided by His truth, 
let constancy, firmness, stability, righteousness, truth, 
purity, distinguish you in all things you do. Beware of 
falling into the world's way of turning to this and that 
other novelty which may offer itself for patronage. Be 
suspicious of novelties, for it is the policy of the Wicked 
One to set them forth : and if at any time you find any- 
thing put in the place of Christ, and held forth and 
advocated as sufficient to keep a man from falling into 
sin, look upon it as the word of God regards it, as only 
another "refuge of lies" from the father of lies — a foun- 
dation of shifting sand. Exalt the foundation on which 
you are now resting, and laud its sufficiency to help 
man at every point of his nature, and under all circum- 
stances. Delight to tell how the old gospel of the 
grace of God supports you, and show how it may 
support your brother man, if he will but trust in Him of 
whom it speaks. While the world's reformers are saying. 



124 HIS LEGS AS PILLARS. 

one here and another there, this or that is your help, 
let your voice rise clear above all the Babel of confusion, 
and run hither and thither, with your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace, and invite man to 
turn away from and despise all pretenders and all 
worldly quackery and delusion, and look to Him whose 
voice has been meekly and silently pleading from age to 
age — " Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest" 
We sometimes say, or sing — 

" None but Jesus, none but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good.*'. 

But do we believe it? Do we preach it, and do we 
open our ears to no other words of wisdom and help but 
His, and are we making Him all in all, in all we think, 
and say, and do ? Let us, believing reader, ascribe to 
Him all the honour that is His due, since all the power 
is His, and His alone. 

And, sinner, had you not better make Jesus your 
friend and stay and support ? Seek to make sure of your 
safety in Him, for of this you can be certain ; indeed, 
salvation in Him is the only thing that can be relied 
upon as most sure in this world ; and once for all, then, 
learn, and rest on it through time and for eternity, that 
" if you believe in the name of the Son of God, ye may 
KNOW that ye have eternal life." 



XIII. 
BIS VOICE OF POWER, 

** And His voice as the sound of many waters." — Rev. i. 15. 

T 17 HEN we recollect that John received this vision of 
glory when he was in the island of Patmos, we 
may readily perceive how he should find occasion to 
employ such a figure as this is, descriptive of the voice 
of Christ. " The gathering of the waters " — " the great 
and wide sea," was there compassing him round ; and 
if his attention to the vision was at first aroused by " a 
great voice as of a trumpet," we may suppose him also 
hearing the roaring and dashing of the " wild waves " 
upon the rocky island shor^ ; and that sea, in its majesty, 
loudly telling of some mighty power as hidden within its 
resounding boom, is of all things he can, for the time 
being, think of as most apposite for his purpose, as 
inspired to set forth the glory and majesty of Christ : 
and hence of His voice he says, it was ** as the sound of 
many waters." 

A similar figure is again employed in the 14th chapter, 
verse 2d, of this Book, and in the 19th chapter, verse 6th, 
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and in the vision of Daniel (x. 6) it is said, " the voice of 
His words like the voice of a multitude." 

Upon the general truth conveyed to us here respect- 
ing the omnipotence of Christ — and this is a^ qualifica- 
tion for the efficient discharge of His offices — we need 
not dwell; and as we have already opened up the truth, 
let it suffice that we now simply state it as serving to 
remind us of the Divine nature of the Son of Man, and 
as also preparing the way for remark upon the specific 
way in which that almightiness shows itself; viz., by 
the voice of Christ ; and it is to that our attention, for the 
present, is called. 

This voice might be viewed as pointing to the provid- 
ence of God in this world ; but we incline rather to con- 
ceive of it as having reference to the voice of that word 
which God has, in these last days, spoken to us by His 
Son. And as this voice is set forth here under a figure, 
evidently drawn from the sea, in harmony with the. 
analogy of the word of God, in which such a figure is 
generally used to convey the ideas of power and 
DANGER, we will confine the reference and application of 
the " voice as the sound of many waters " to the omni- 
potent power of Christ as hidden in His wordy proclaim- 
ing far and near what all who resist it must needs 
expect of vengeance at His hands. 

No announcement, perhaps, can be more unwelcome to 
you, reader, if you are standing out in resistance to Christ 
and His truth. But whether you hear or forbear, we are 
still called to declare the " whole counsel of God : " and 
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preacher and hearer alike are to give attention to what- 
soever God has to say to mankind. 

This, then, is the truth we ask you seriously to considei 
— that the voice of Christ is loud and powerful, and full 
of terror to all who are His foes, or who are opposed to 
His truth and kingdom in this world : and the Book of 
Revelation is fully confirmative of this truth, as containing 
a record of things which were to take place in the then 
future history of the world ; for vision after vision is made 
to pass before us, clothed in varied imagery, of the judg- 
ments of God upon the unbelieving and rebellious. 

But the warnings of God's voice are not confined to 
the Apocalypse, for in both gospel story and apostolic 
letters they may be found. 

The metaphors used by our Lord may here readily 
occur to you — goats, serpents, a generation of vipers, 
whited sepulchres, fools building on sand, stony ground, 
chaff, tares, bad fishes, corrupt trees, dogs and swine, 
the blind, and leaders of the blind; and all these as 
applicable, not simply to men who are outrageously 
wicked, but to the unbelieving world as such. 

And in His teaching it is to be especially noted that* 
He traces all the evil in man's life and conduct to its 
source in the heart, and warns inen by declaring that if 
the heart remain unchanged, they can only expect to 
reap to the full the consequences of the sin of which 
they have been guilty ; for out of the heart are the issues 
alike of death as of life. 

The word, therefore, in bearing such a testimony, is 
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indeed felt to be "as the sound of many waters" — a 
voice of terror : and so it makes known the awful truth 
to the unbelieving, that the wrath of God abideth on 
them, and they shall die in their sins — be slain in the 
presence of the Judge, when the great day of His wrath 
is come — be sent forth into eternal darkness — cast into 
the lake of fire, where there shall be weeping, and wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth, and whence the smoke of their 
torment shall ascend for ever and ever. 

In such terms did the voice of God incarnate speak 
to men in warning, reminding them while He spoke, that 
though earth and the heavens should pass away, His 
words should be for ever, and judge men in the last day. 
And such things the Holy Spirit brought to the 
remembrance of the Apostles ; and hence we find their 
appeals followed by the explanation, . " Knowing the 
terrors of the Lord, we persuade men." 

And this word, with its warnings to men in their sin, 
is being proclaimed the world over — in many tongues is 
sounding forth, far and near, as the sound of many 
waters, and He who is the author of them is the Omni- 
potent, and " none can stay His hand fi*om working, or 
say to Him, What doest Thou ? " The word shall not 
return to Him void, but accomplish that which He 
pleaseth, and prosper in the thing whereto He sends it. 

Yes, let men despise that warning voice as they will ; 
let them turn their ears instead to the thousand vain 
voices that are in the world, and give place in their 
hearts to other noises, God will yet make His voice to 
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be heard, and in the judgment the impenitent will 
know the terrible reality of that to which they will not 
now listen, nor believe in. The Word which spoke in 
merciful warning on earth, will speak with great terror 
from the throne, and power shall then go along with 
it, which no one may be able to withstand While 
compared to a hammer, and also to a fire, in its effects 
now, the force and penetrating and searching influences 
which such figures represent, will be sevenfold in their 
terribleness then, for that same Word shall in that day 
" break in pieces " and burn with " fire unquenchable " 
every soul of man, whom on earth it has not brought to 
penitence and faith : for, indeed, the terrors of the Lord 
are designed to bring men to the consciousness of their 
danger, and that they might see reason for immediate 
escape to the Refuge which has been provided for 
them. 

And no doubt that Refuge is so little esteemed by 
men to-day, because they are not sensible of what it 
saves them from. Men are impatient under such utter- 
ances as we have referred to, and turn from the very 
sight of him who seeks, in faithfulness, to make them 
known, even as the men in Christ's day turned away 
from Himself, and hated Him, because He testified 
of the works of the world that they were evil 

But how otherwise can the servants of the Master 

expect ? for did He not say, " If they have hated Me, 

they will also hate you ; " " in the world ye shall have 

tribulation " ? 

I 
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There was a time when His few chosen followers were 
sent forth, " without purse, and scrip, and shoes," but 
they were not always to expect such acceptance as they 
then met with. All this should be changed in their 
experience, in their future labours for Him, and hence 
He said to them (Luke xxil 36), " now he that hath a 
purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip : and he 
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy 
one," by which He meant that when He should be 
removed from them, they would have to see to their 
being provided with such things as they might need in 
self-defence. 

And even in these days — in this ungodly and un- 
friendly world — it is found that the servants of Christ 
have to look after their provision and temporal pro- 
tection, for through the meanness and enmity of some 
professing to support them, they are sometimes called to 
suffer both in mind and body ; and, hated by the world, 
are even compelled betimes to seek protection in the 
lands in which they have gone to labour. And if the 
Apostles were a " hissing and a bye-word," and regarded 
as the " offscourings of all things," while they preached 
the word, warning and entreating, there is a not unlike 
treatment to be borne even in this England at the pre- 
sent day: and the more faithful the servants of the 
Master seek to be to the people under their care, all 
the stronger is the opposition that is met with. If they 
would but speak the things that are liked by the people, 
and prophesy smooth things — even deceits — it would be 
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so different : or if they should refrain from speaking about 
sin, and the devil, and hell, or give to those things, 
it might be, some other name, and address all their 
hearers as " good-hearted " people, and, therefore, most 
surely on the way to heaven; or be fulsome in their 
praise of them, as possessing all excellences, — doubtless 
they should be fondled and caressed by the worldly- 
minded, as we may see instances around us. But when 
a servant of the Lord seeks to be true to his holy office, 
and, refusing to aim after men-pleasing, and reckoning it 
a " small matter to be judged of man's judgment," and, 
liberated from the snare. which the fear of man brings, 
addresses his hearers as " lost " and " condemned " until 
they believe in Jesus — when he warns them of wrath to 
come, and invites them to flee from it — ah, the proud 
heart of man cannot bear such things, and the messenger 
— the ambassador of Christ — who speaks thus, is for- 
saken and despised, and he creates enemies, because, 
singular to say, he tells them the truth. 

Dear reader, need you further proof of the deceitful- 
ness — ^the desperately wicked condition — of the human 
heart by nature, than the fact of its resisting and setting 
at nought eternal truth? The testimony of Christ is 
surely true, for it is the witness of Him to whom all 
things are known, from whom nothing can be hid; and 
yet, in spite of that testimony, men will not believe that 
they are so bad as Christ represents them to be, and will 
seek to put to silence the voice which would preach of 
"righteousness, and temperance, and judgment to come.'* 
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But, reader, if you believe not as yet, you must needs 
hear the thunders of Sinai, and pass into the experience 
of its blackness and darkness and tempest, before you 
can welcome the "still small voice" in Zion. You 
must be made fully conscious of the awfulness of your 
soul's condition, before you can be led to cry out for the 
provided mercy. And we are persuaded it is because 
that in our time the law and its curse are either hid or 
explained away, or so seldom dwelt upon, or -heard in 
unbelief, that we find so few hearers in our sanctuaries 
coming out of the world, and separating themselves from 
its uncleanness, desiring to be made holy, and in all 
things to walk according to the well-pleasing of God 

O sinner ! give ear to the warning yoice ; for better 
to hear it now, than hereafter to know — experience — the 
wrath which has been treasured up against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 
which is the dread prospect of every impenitent soul of 
man, and from which in that day there will be no escape, 
for the wrath shall fall upon them to the uttermost 

The old serpent had a voice in Eden, which, believed in, 



*' Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 



» 



And oh ! take heed that you are not giving ear to 
that same father of lies, who would have you to believe 
that you " shall not surely die." Let God be true, and 
be warned from His faithful testimony, which declares 
that unless you repent you shall perish — ^that the wages 
of sin is death — that the soul which sinneth, it shall die, 
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and that there is no other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved, but the name of 
Jesus. 

O sinner ! how can you be at rest if you are still 
unsaved ? Must the voice, as the sound of many waters 
in its warnings, prove in vain ? You who would shrink 
from the wrathful utterances of your fellow-man, is the 
announcement of the wrath of an offended God, before 
whom you must stand in judgment, nothing to you? 
W^ned of wrath to come, and yet unmoved ! Is it 
possible ? And while you know that " the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night " — that when men 
shall be saying peace and safety, " then sudden destruc- 
tion Cometh upon them, and they shall not escape " — you 
yet make no preparation to meet your God I " These 
things hast thou done, and I kept silence : thou thought- 
est that I was altogether such an one as thyself; but I will 
reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes ! 
Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you 
in pieces, and there be none to deliver." 0\Jlee, sinner 
— FLEE from the wrath to come, lest you hear the 
voice of power thundering in your ears, " Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels." "Seek the Lord while He may be 
found; call ye upon Him while He is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and /the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and He will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for He will abun- 
dantly pardon." *' Agonize to enter in at the strait gate, 
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for many shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able, 
when once the master of the house is risen up, and hath 
shut to the door." Now Wisdom tenderly pleads with 
you, *' How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, 
and scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate 
knowledge ? Turn you at my reproof. I will pour out 
my Spirit unto you, I will make known my words to 
yoa" But the day may come — is sure to come — when 
you, amongst the number of the impenitent and unbe- 
lieving, shall hear the dread sentence of the Judge, "• Be- 
cause I called and ye refused, I stretched out my hands 
and no man regarded, therefore shall ye eat of the fruit 
of your own ways, and be filled with your own devices." 



XIV. 
HIS LILY-LIKE LIPS. 

** His lips like lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh." 

— Song of Songs, v. 13. 

T^HE pillars of white marble, like the two brass pillars 
in the porch of the Temple, spoke to us of strength 
and stability. Upon the top of the Temple pillars we 
also read there was "lily-work," which, lending grace, 
beauty, to them, serves well to illustrate the truth of 
the words in the Psalm, " strength and beauty are in His 
sanctuary." 

When the lips of Christ, therefore, are compared to 
lilies, as standing in close connection with pillars, we 
may herein see taught us the grace and beauty of those 
words which were ever dropping from Him as sweet- 
smelling myrrh — His words proving "good words and 
comfortable," and capable of preserving the soul from 
corruption and decay ; for such we take the meaning to 
be, from the nature of myrrh, as forming part of the 
analogy employed with respect to the lips. 

Lebanon with its cedars declared the majesty and 
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grace of the person, the stature of the Beloved; and 
now we are called to contemplate the grace which was 
within Him, and which dropped from His lips, into 
which it had been poured by the Father, who pleased 
that in Him should " all fulness dwell" 

And we are thus, you perceive, regarding the lips as 
themselves symbolical of, or put for, the words of Christ 
— the lips being the organs of speech. But whether the 
point of comparison be with respect to the white or the 
scarlet lily, it may be of little moment, because there is 
grace and beauty in both ; although we incline to the 
opinion that the scarlet lily or martagon is meant, about 
which our Lord remarked that even " Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these." And in the 
" Land and the Book " we find it described as a large, 
lovely flower, whose three inner petals, meeting above, 
form a canopy for its gorgeousness, such as art never 
approached, and that nothing can be in higher contrast 
than the luxuriant, velvety softness of this lily, and the 
crabbed, tangled hedge of thorns about it, and amongst 
which it grows. 

And then, again, the myrrh, which is a gum resin of 
an agreeable perfume found exuding firom the trunk of 
some trees which grow in Arabia and Africa — ^the word 
meaning "bitter," and implying "profluent" — by its 
having medicinal properties, and being made an ingredi- 
ent of the holy anointing oil used in the consecration 
of the priests to their office, and also serviceable for the 
purposes of embalming — we should find, as you may 
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see, abundance of suggestion in such a comparison, if 
we chose to particularize upon it 

But enough for our present purpose that we endea- 
vour to set forth and illustrate what we regard as the 
general idea conveyed by the comparison — the grace 
which is in Christ Jesus, which was made {egeneto) by 
Him ; and what that grace, which was contained in and 
made known by His words which form His gospel, was 
designed to accomplish. 

The gospel narrative gives us some idea of how His 
words affected the hearers. The people marvelled at 
the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth ; 
and friends and foes were forced to confess that *' never 
man spake like this." The common people likewise 
heard Him gladly, while, the Spirit resting on Him in 
fulness as the anointed of Jehovah, He "preached 
good tidings to the meek, bound up the broken in heart, 
proclaimed liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison doors to them that were bound ; " and to 
all who received Him, His words were found to be 
"wholesome words," giving health and holiness, and 
satisfying the longings of every hungry and thirsting 
souL 

And although now He is no longer here, that we 
might listen to His living voice, it is still our high 
privilege to listen to His words, and, in a sense, even 
from His own lips. We may not only hear about Him, 
hut Him (Ephes. iv. 20, 21); for Christ comes person- 
ally now in the Spirit of truth, and every truly believing 
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soul in fellowship with Him, hears the eternal Word 
speaking to him — in him. 

And we call special attention to this, as perhaps ex- 
planatory of why, while some welcome and receive 
benefit from the words of Christ, others appear to be 
quite insensible to them, and they cannot understand 
them, and regard them only as foolishness. It is sin, 
and the separation which sin causes in "the natural 
man," that makes the difference. The Word, however 
gracious, does not profit, because it is not mixed with 
faith in them that hear it — that faith which brings the 
soul into living union and communion with the Lord, 
and without which it is impossible either to please God, 
or to share in the blessings of His grace. 

Only by the Church, therefore, or by the believing 
people of God, can the lips of Christ be regarded as 
lilies, for there can be no comfort received by the soul 
of man until Christ is Himself received by faith ; and 
hence His words of grace, which save those who believe, 
become a savour of death unto death to those who 
believe not. And from your ordinary experience, 
reader, you may have evidences of this truth ; for how- 
ever gentle and winning the words of some fellow-man 
may be, if you yet have enmity in your heart towards 
him, that enmity embitters all his words ; and it is 
because the natural man is at enmity towards God, that 
when God speaks to him by His Son, the grace of His 
words is received in vain. 

But to you, reader, who believe, Christ is precious; 
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and let us for a little now walk with Jesus in the way, 
and desire Him to open up our understanding, that we 
may comprehend the testimony of the Scriptures con- 
cerning the riches of His grace. 

Now' speak, Lord, for Thy servants hear ! 

He speaks ! and, behold. His lips open with truth ! 
The world until His coming had been trusting to false 
confidences; the blind were leading the blind. The 
word which God had given by holy men of old, who 
" spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost," had 
been forsaken for the human traditions by which it had 
been corrupted and made void, and men were waxing 
worse and worse in falsehood and deceit. 

But now had come the "fulness of the time," and 
with it, into the midst of this world's darkness of ignor- 
ance and sin, the "Light of the world" had passed, 
proclaiming Himself to be "the Truth." For He was 
" full of truth," and in Him were " hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge;" and His whole earthly 
ministry was a continued witnessing to the truth — the 
truth especially about our sinful condition, and the only 
remedy for it — the truth about things seen and unseen 
— about present duty and future destiny; and such 
truth He sought to make the pillar and ground of His 
Church. 

And it is by this testimony to the truth that Christ 
becomes acceptable to men, — that renders Him "worthy 
of all acceptation." "We know that Thou art true," was 
the acknowledgment of some few who once came 
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seeking Him, and it is for our comfort to know and feel 
the same now. " To whom, Lord, can we go ? " Thou 
art Truth, and speakest truth — it drops from Thy lips ! 
Distracted and driven about by ever-changing human 
opinions of things, we come and find our rest in Thee ! 
Thy word is truth, and keeps the soul ! 

Again He speaks, and from His lips drop words of 
pardon^ as it is now through this man — ^the God-Man 
Christ Jesus — forgiveness is preached to us. With like 
precious faith as was cherished, by those to whom He 
spake the gracious words, "Thy sins are forgiven 
thee," the same are the words which are equally 
addressed to us now by that Son of Man who had 
"power on earth to forgive sins." He gives repentance 
and forgiveness also, and He has been raised indeed to 
the throne, as a Prince and a Saviour, for this gracious 
purpose. The shedding of His blood, moreover, has 
given to Him a new right and title to confer it; and 
so, even as the Apostle assured the believers in Colosse 
that Christ had forgiven them, all who are in Christ 
now may have the same happy assurance of faith. By 
the word of His truth they may know that in Christ 
they are abandantly pardoned, that their sin is not 
imputed to them, is covered, blotted out, cast into the 
depths of the sea, and will be remembered no more 
against them for ever ; and walking in the light, as God 
is in the light, there is the Divine guarantee of perfect 
cleansing. 

And still He speaks, and from His lips drop words of 
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peace ; for He, the Lord and Prince of Peace — the Peace 
Himself — speaks peace to His saints, and guides us in 
the way of peace. He spoke to His disciples, in order 
that in Him they might have peace ; and when about to 
leave them, and return to His Father and their Father, 
He said to them, and He also says to us, " Peace I leave 
with you. My peace I give unto you." This follows 
upon our justification through faith in His blood, and is 
a fruit of His Spirit : and it is a perfect peace, great, 
abundant, passing all understanding ; and, enjoying it in 
Christ, we are kept in it, by it, and also ruled by it; 
and when we have departed this world, we shall enter 
into its glorious consummation in another world and a 
better. 

Yet more He speaks, and from His lily-like lips drop 
words of life and salvation^ for the words of eternal life 
are with Him alone, as He is Himself the Life and only 
Saviour of men. By His words He gives eternal life, 
and we are assured from His own lips that we shall 
never perish. His words are also " spirit and life," and 
make men wise unto salvation. They tell us of a curse 
' changed into a blessing by Christ bearing away the 
curse, and hence offer us life through His death — life 
everlasting to all who believe in Him, even salvation 
with eternal glory. 

From those lips, also, into which grace has been 
poured, there drop words which thoroughly cleanse the 
soul of every man who believes in Him. "Ye are clean," 
He says, " through the word which I have spoken unto 
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you : " and He also prays the Father to sanctify us 
through His truth — that truth of which His Spirit now 
receives and takes to perfect us in that holiness, by 
which we shall hereafter be enabled to sustain and 
enjoy the full vision of our God 

The words which drop from His lips are also pleasant 
and comfortable to all who are His by faith in His name. 
They are benedictions to such ; for blessed are the poor 
in spirit ; happy they that mourn — the meek — they who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness — ^the merciful, the 
pure in heart — the peace-makers, and they who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake ; and happy also they 
whom men revile and speak evil against falsely for His 
sake. How pleasant — how comforting to hear such 
happy announcements ! How especially comforting 
when they tell us of the love which gave the Son for 
the life of men ; when they invite to rest ; and when 
the soul is tried and tempted, assuring us of the 
unchanging faithfulness of the Keeper of Israel ! Such 
comforts — consolations of His grace — are surely well 
calculated to delight the soul, for they have strong 
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold of 
the hope set before us in the gospel^ — the hope which 
maketh not ashamed, and which entereth within the 
veil, both sure and steadfast ! 

From the lips of Christ we also learn about the liberty 
which all the children of God enjoy. By His word of 
truth He proclaims freedom from the law of sin and 
death, and promises that sin shall no longer have domin- 
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ion over us. Bringing us out into a large place, and 
enlarging our hearts in the way of His commandments, 
we have also in that an earnest of our participation in 
the fulness of the redemption in which the whole 
creation is destined to share, and for which, in figure, 
it is now represented as on the tiptoe of expectation, 
even as it has for ages been groaning and travailing 
in bondage. And while the liberty of Christ frees us 
from all ceremonial under the law, and gives us bold- 
ness before the throne, it is also such as will secure 
us against being brought under the power of any mere 
custom or observances to which men are commonly 
bound ; and to all who enjoy it, it is a sweet and 
comforting foretaste of not only deliverance from all 
evil, but of welcome into all good in a world where 
sin shall never come, nor temptation be felt, and 
where the happy inhabitants thereof shall revel in per- 
fect bliss. 

And what shall we say more of the exceeding riches of 
the grace which droppeth from Him whose lips are as 
lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh? His words are 
transforming words. Finding place and power in our 
hearts, they transfigure us, for by them we behold as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
our God The believing soul is hence predestined to 
be conformed to the image of God's Son; and we 
shall be like Him when we see Him as He is. The 
good work of renewal is now being carried on, and God 
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the Spirit, who has begun it, will finish it — perfect that 
which concerneth us, in making us to bear the image of 
the heavenly. 

Once more from those lily-like lips we learn of the 
Father, and of the heavenly home of many mansions. 
He has told us He has gone to prepare a place for us, 
and promises to come anon and take us up there, to 
show to us the Father, by whose love, and out of whose 
bosom. He was sent forth, and by whom also His lips 
were filled with the grace of which we have been made 
partakers in Him. How sweet the thought of this ! 
how cheering the happy prospect ! and 

" 'Tis but a little while, 

And He shall come again, 
Who died that we might live, who lives 
That we with Him may reign." 

This day our salvation is nearer than when we be- 
lieved — our redemption draweth nigh. Ay, and even 
as to-day or to-morrow we may be called hence, 
to be "for ever with the Lord" And we do not 
wonder, believing reader, that the sweet moments, rich 
in blessing, you now enjoy in fellowship with your 
Lord, make you sometimes desire to depart and be 
with Christ, for you conceive it must be far better to 
be with Him. You would take the wings of a dove, 
and fly away to Him if you could ! No doubt it is 
better : but possess your soul in patience, and wait for 
His coming — 
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** Wait but a little while 
In uncomplaining love, 
His own most gracious smile 
Shall welcome you above.** 

• 

And now, dear reader, we have endeavoured briefly to 
suggest for you a line of meditation, by which you might 
discover the riches of the grace of the Altogether Lovely 
— we have referred to His words of truth, pardon, peace, 
life, and salvation. His cleansing words, His pleasant and 
comfortable words. His w6rds of liberty. His transform- 
ing words, and His words by which we also learn about 
the Father, and our heavenly home and rest 

What, reader, are those words to you ? Are they as the 
lily, and the sweet - smelling myrrh, full of grace and 
comfort ? 

Ah, strange that some cannot endure those words — 
that some would rather hear the idle and vain words of 
men whose breath is in their nostrils, and whose founda- 
tion is in the dust ; feast their souls on sensational 
literature, and gossip, and scandal; that to some the 
newspaper should be more relishable ; that the wisdom 
from beneath, which is "earthly, sensual, devilish,' 
should -find readier and fuller place than the wisdom 
that is from above, and which is "first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy." 
Oh, it is passing strange — it is surely awful folly — since 
man only truly lives by " every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God" Nay more, that even rational- 
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ism, which is finding its way into some of the pulpits in 
our land, should find eager listeners, and the simplicity 
of Christ be esteemed as out of date — that men should 
hatig upon the lips of those whose teaching is as one 
who has simply a " sweet voice, and as one who playeth 
well on an instrument," but which is yet calculated from 
its nature to prove poisonous to them, because of its 
being false, and destructive of the truth. That such 
teaching should be for even a moment tolerated, proves 
that man is under the influence of some strong delusion, 
such as that he may believe in a lie. " There are two 
kinds of breath with which a flock may be filled ; God's 
breath and man's. The breath of God is health and 
life and peace to them, as the air of heaven is to the 
flocks on the hills ; but man's breath — the word which 
he calls spiritual — is disease and contagion to them, as 
the fog of the fen. They rot inwardly with it ; they are 
puffed up by it, as a dead body by the vapours of its own 
decomposition." 

O reader ! turn away, therefore, from men who preach 
not "the Word." You are getting a stone, and not 
bread, when you are not being nourished up by the 
" wholesome words of the Lord Jesus." Run not after 
the multitudes who crowd to hear the popular and 
sentimental and vapid declamations of vain and worldly 
ambitious men, who are manifestly craving after only 
their own things, and not the things that are Christ's. 
You want something better than mere sound to satisfy 
your soul 3 you want to come under the influence, not 



HIS LILY-LIKE LIPS, 147 

of mere intellect, or oratory, or human grace, but under 
" the powers of the world to come ; " you want the sub- 
stance and the reality, and not the shadow and the mere 
form ; you want CHRIST, and not man — His fulness, 
and not man's emptiness ; His grace and glory, and not 
man's shame and confusion. 

Reader, is Christ yours ? Oh, be sure that He is, for 
He is coming to gather His lilies, to which the Church is 
compared as partaking of the nature of Him with the 
lily-like lips. His lilies are represented as now growing 
among thorns in this world, and the thorns represent the 
unbelieving. Will you be gathered with His lilies ? with 
His believing people ? You may, reader, if you make 
Christ yours; for He will change your thorny nature, 
and fit you for being transplanted, as a lily, to the Eden 
above, where you will flourish for ever. Oh, seek Christ 
to do this for you now ! May you have His grace given 
to you to constrain you to come to His feet, that sit- 
ting there you may, like one who had chosen the " good 
part," delight to drink in the words of salvation and joy 
which drop from His lips as " sweet-smelling niyrrh." 

Oh, that I could for ever sit 
With Mary at the Master's feet ! 

Be this my happy choice ; 
My only care, delight, and bliss. 
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this, 

To hear the Bridegroom's voice. 



XV. 
HIS RIGHT HAND. 

** And He had (echdn) in His right hand seven stars." — Rev. i. i6. 

" 'T^HE seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches *' — so interprets the Spirit for us in the 
twentieth verse of this chapter : and from the fact of the 
letters to the churches in Asia being addressed, in each 
case, to one who was designated " the angel," it would 
appear that by this person we are to understand the 
presiding chief ruler or minister of each congregation. 
That it is not a literal angel, we think is sufficiently 
obvious : — ^the term is plainly indicative not of nature, 
but of duty or function. That the angels have a 
ministry, and an important work to discharge in connec- 
tion with man's salvation, the word clearly intimates to 
us; for they are sent forth to be serviceable to all 
those who shall be heirs of salvation — to such they are 
" all ministering spirits ; " but there is no intimation to 
us of their being designed in the Divine plan to pre- 
side over the Church, as by individuals, as is the case 
with each of the persons here designated angels, to which 
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the letters are addressed by Christ, and into whose 
hands they are to be entrusted, in order to their 
contents being made known by them to the people. We 
cannot, moreover, well conceive of the Apostle putting the 
letters into the hands of a spirit, and of a spirit reading 
the communications in the hearing of the people. The 
controversy on this point may be cleared of much of the 
mist that has gathered round it, if we simply remember 
the root idea of angel, which means " messenger ; " and 
as associated here with star, with which it is synonymous 
(star also being the symbol of rule or authority), you 
have thus a twofold function represented of ruling and 
teaching, or testifying, as being vested in each of the 
angels; and we may therefore conclude, that by the 
" seven stars " we are to understand all the true ministers 
of Christ, who have been called by Christ, and ordained, 
" by the laying on of the hands of the presbytery," to 
preside over the Church which He has set up in the 
earth. 

And while the stars are, in vision, seen in the right 
hand of the Son of Man, and there is thus set forth the 
honour and dignity which has been given to His servants 
in the ministry of the word, the combined ideas of the 
" right hand " and the *' stars " may convey to us th^ 
manner by which Christ is seeking to obtain that 
universal sovereignty to which, by right. He is entitled 
as Priest and King, it having pleased Him to adopt 
human instrumentality in order to its accomplishment. 

And as at the beginning, in the physical sphere, God 
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called forth His stars to give light upon the earth, and 
to rule over the night, Himself being the Creator and 
Source of the light they give, and His being the power 
by which they rule, — even so in the moral sphere has 
Christ called forth His stars to give light, and to rule 
over the darkness of ignorance and sin ; — they receiving 
from Him the light in which they shine, and by which He 
seeks to rule and gain dominion over men : His stars or 
ministers being thus the instruments of His authority 
and power, even as they are called to be manifestations 
of Him who, under the old economy, was " the Angel of 
the Covenant," and under the new, "the bright and 
morning Star." 

The vision of the right hand, in which were seen 
seven stars — it may be as graven in or on it — will 
therefore afford us opportunity for considering — Christ 

AS THE POSSESSOR, THE PROTECTOR, THE SUPPORT, 
THE SUFFICIENCY, OF ALL HiS TRUE AND. FAITHFUL 
SERVANTS, IN THE MINISTRY OF HiS WORD. 

Possession is the first idea conveyed. The present 
participle " having " or " holding," moreover, conveys 
the idea of continuous possession: and ministers are 
not only Christ's by right of creation, but His also by 
purchase and regeneration ; and they are also supposed 
to have yielded themselves up wholly to His service and 
glory. 

In consideration of this, therefore, every true minister 
of Christ regards himself as absolutely at the disposal 
of Him whose property he is — readily acknowledges that 
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it is not for him to do anything as of himself, or to 
adopt methods and plans that may simply seem right to 
him, if they, in any way, be inconsistent with the inspired 
truth which has been given to guide him. He must, 
in short, consult the will of His master in all things 
pertaining to his teaching and ruling, and may not even 
know any will but His, in whose right hand he is. 

And, therefore, does the Chief Shepherd place them 
where He wills they should serve Him, and to His call 
and arrangements every servant of His must be sub- 
missive, even as His first command to the Apostles was 
that they were to go into all the world, and preach His 
Gospel to every creature — "beginning at Jerusalem." 

If, however, ministers are also viewed as servants to 
the people of their particular charge, it is only for Jesus* 
sake that they are so, as every Christian has a right 
to their services, from the fact of his being a Christian, 
or the property of Christ ; for the Apostle, you remem- 
ber, when saying "all things are yours" — addressing 
believers in Jesus — includes, " whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas," — the ministers of the word. But they aie 
called to serve the people of Christ, in no sense as 
being guided by them, or as being answerable to 
them, or that they may be judged by them ; for He 
that judgeth them is the Lord, to whom alone they 
are to give in an account of their service rendered. 

And although it must be admitted that ministers are 
but servants — earthen vessels, indeed — and most imperfect 
at best, yet from the fact of their being possessed by 
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Christ in an especial way, and for His high and holy 
purposes among men, they are thus invested with a dignity 
and honour which may not belong to any other position 
on this earth — even angels, we may well think, might 
desire to have such glorious service conmiitted to them. 
And we can understand why the Apostle should take 
occasion to say, " I magnify mine office," and enjoin it 
upon the people of his day to give them honour : " We 
beseech you, brethren," he says, " to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admonish youj and to esteem them very highly in 
love for their works' sake." And again, ** Obey them 
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves ; for 
they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account, -that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief; for that is unprofitable for you." 

And let those in our time take heed of how they 
treat those men in the ministry of the word who are 
seeking faithfully to serve Christ. Idle banter, or de- 
tracting speech about them, and hindrances thrown up 
in their way, may not go unpunished. What is done to 
the injury of Christ's servants, and their work for Him, 
He regards as done to Himself Brethren, we beseech 
you to pray for us, that we may walk worthy of oiu: high 
vocation. 

Next consider Christ as the Protector of His servants. 
The seven stars are in His right hand, and that hand is 
the symbol of friendship, favoiu:. 

In this world they may, indeed, suffer indignity, hatred, 
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persecution, but their defence is sure, in their having 
guaranteed to them the friendship and favour of Him 
whom they are seeking to serve. Nor are they even to 
fear them that may kill the body, since after that they 
have no more that they can do : and whenever such has 
been the lot of any of His faithful . servants, the record 
we have of their martyrdoms affords ample proof that 
there was one like unto the Son of man with them in 
the flames, waiting to bear them up to their crown and 
kingdom. And if the Apostles in their day counted it all 
joy to suffer shame for their Master's sake, and gloried in 
their tribulations for Him, it was because they felt the 
presence of the Master with them in and through all, 
and were assured that He would keep their souls in 
safety; and the same is the comforting and consoling 
confidence of all who are now called to endure like 
things : they know that none can pluck them out of the 
hand which holds them. And they have the promise 
that He shall hedge them round as with a wall of fire, 
lest any mortally hurt them night or day. 

And then, as respects the truth they preach, it is to 
them the sword of the Spirit, and will not only enable 
them to ward off all attacks, but make them conquer- 
ors, and more than conquerors over all the scepticism 
and unbelief into the presence of which they may be 
brought in their ministry. 

And if they be subjects, betimes, of calumny and 
reproach, and men may seek to destroy their good name 
and influence, — " the Lord reigneth " is their confidence. 
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They know that God judgeth righteously, and that He 
will be their shield in the day of His wrath, and even 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against them. 

Again, Christ is the Support of His servants. The 
right hand is the place of power; and as in this case it 
is the right hand of Christ, therefore is Almighty power 
theirs to sustain and support them in their work for Him. 

And the servants are always in need of support, and 
such support as Christ alone can give them. True human 
sympathy is not general ; there are many adversaries, 
and trials of faith and patience are of not unfrequent 
occurrence in their ministry to, and among mea Pro- 
fessed friends forsake, and sometimes the more abun- 
dantly they love, like the Apostle, the less are they loved 
And their fidelity is construed into obstinacy and haste, 
and their statements or plans either misunderstood or mis- 
represented, and so forth. Such are some of the experi- 
ences of some of the servants of Christ in their work, 
and you can see, therefore, how there is no class of men 
that more need sympathy and help. 

But they are not forsaken. When cast down, the 
Lord Jesus raises up His friends for them, and He also 
comes Himself, and so enables them to endure unto 
the end, until patience have her perfect work, and they 
are perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

Once more, under three brief particulars, Christ is the 
Sufficiency of His ministers for their work and its results. 
Indeed, they have no sufficiency but of God. This 
is the constant acknowledgment of every true servant ; 
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and not one of them can do any good in this world but 
as the hand of the Lord is with them — even as of 
the Apostles it was said, " the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a great number believed and turned to the 
Lord." The treasure is in the earthen vessel, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

Christ is first their sufficiency for light As in Christ, 
and in Him receptive, it is He who supplies us with the 
light in which we are to shine, or, in other words, with 
the truth which is to be our testimony to men ; and our 
duty in this respect is uniform with the Church as a 
whole ; the only difference, if it may be noted, is that 
while the lampstands are round about the Son of man, 
the stars are in His right hand — a difference simply of 
position. 

. It would appear, therefore, that the servants of Christ 
in the ministry of the word are to be filled with the 
wisdom of the word of Christ, and that when they preach 
that word, only then are they to be regarded as shining 
as stars in Christ's right hand. 

And herein, as we would take it, lies the test of every 
minister's work, whether it be genuine or not. Is His 
preaching a preaching of "the Word"— ris it according 
to the "law and the testimony" ? When the Scriptures 
are searched, are his pulpit utterances found to be in 
accordance with them, faithfully exponent or expository 
of them ? And also in proportion to his fidelity in this 
respect is He held to be a star either of the first or 
third magnitude in Christ's estimation ; for it is not our 
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talents, or scholarship, or ability that are to shine, and 
neither is it by these that we may expect to gather fruit 
for the Master, however much we may gather to oi^r- 
selves, when we seek to shine with these before men, 
pharisaically seeking their praise. 

There are prophets in our time, whose teaching, 
professedly drawn from Divine revelation, is set forth 
coloured, obscured, and perverted by what they, for- 
sooth, have judged as " reasonable and probable deduc- 
tions ; " and hence one says, from what he can see of 
the nature of God, hell is impossible ; another concludes 
from the word, that to man belongs no native immor- 
tality; and a third, amotigst a number of "perverse 
disputers," thinks the Bible needs to be cleared of some 
of its books, because that to him there are some parts 
that may not be considered genuine or authentic : he 
has judged so, and without proof ! 

Let me trust, reader, you are able to see through all 
this. You perceive this is but human sufficiency — a suffi- 
ciency that is of man, but not of God ; and such men, 
who in many respects are estimable men, are not guides 
for you in that wisdom which is alone sufficient to direct 
you. " He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool ; " 
and this would be our answer to men who are seeking to 
push their opinions to the front in our time, and pity it 
is that they should find any followers. Be warned, 
reader, of the gathering darkness of the present day. 
There are "wandering stars" that shall drop into 
eternal night, and if you follow their track, you can 
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only expect to find your destiny to be the same as 
theirs. 

Next, Christ, is the sufficiency of His ministers for 
ruling: and this is an obligation resting upon them, in 
the exercise of the duties of their office, equally with 
bearing and holding forth the light of the Lord. But 
there is all wisdom, and prudence, and needed direction, 
and guidance for them in Christ, and if ministers are to ' 
receive of the fulness that is in Him, for the ordering and 
management of the affairs of His kingdom in this world, 
it can only be as they are upheld by Him — ^in His right 
hand. Confusion and every evil work can only result 
when we refuse to take Christ into our counsel, and 
hence so many things in the management of churches 
and schools to-day that are found to be simply dis- 
graceful 

But, lastly, Christ is the sufficiency of His servants for 
success in their labours here, and reward hereafter. 

We are not thinking of success in merely outward 
and temporal things, but of spiritual results — fruit of 
ministry. All this is of the Lord — ^it is He who adds 
to the number of those being saved. And when there 
are true conversions, there is in that evidence of the 
Lord's being with us. And "they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever." 

Believing reader, one word more. Let us not forget 
our mutual duty : for whether we be stars or lampstands. 
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we are both called to give light Oh, pray the Lord, 
then, to make us fruitful, that we may shine and rule 
only, and always, and wholly to the glory of Him whose 
we are, and who, as the Light that lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world, ruleth over all 



XV I. 
HIS HANDS, 

"His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl." 

—Song of Songs, v. 14. 

T T is to be noted here, that it is not said the fingers 
simply are adorned with such rings, as some have 
considered, but that His hands are themselves like 
rings : the idea possibly being, that when the finger and 
thumb are brought together, they are then like a ring, 
and both hands are conceived of by the Shulamith to be 
Uke rings of gold set with the beryl — the same precious 
stone to which Christ's " body " is likened in the vision 
of Daniel 

The Hebrew word for the beryl is Tarshish, and has 
been so named, as some think, from its having been 
obtained from Tarshish, or Tartessus, a Phoenician 
possession in Spain. Jerome translates the word " sea," 
and in the Septuagint and by Josephus we have it 
translated " chrysolite," or the golden stone, which is the 
same as the yellow topaz. 

We find that in the Apocalypse, however, it is 
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distinguished from the chrysolite in the enumeration of 
the different kinds of precious stones with which the 
foundations of the Holy City were garnished; and 
again, among the stones on the high-priest's breast- 
plate, the tenth gem was the Tarshish, on which was 
engraven the name of Dan, the tribe omitted from the 
number recorded as sealed. 

The jewel here referred to appears to have been of the 
genus emerald, though not so deep in its green as the 
emerald, but more of a greyish or mountain green, and 
sometimes, as you look at it, appearing as if it were blue, 
and shading off again into a yellowish white colour. 
Some think this was the diamond of the ancients, and 
now it is commonly known by us as the " aquamarine," 
or ** precious beryl" 

The hands are the instruments of work, and if we 
view them here as a symbol of work, then, as likened to 
gold rings set with the beryl, we shall consistently 
with the analogy have to consider the character of 
Christ's work, as His are the hands that are so 
compared. 

If we were very minutely to consider the points in the 
analogy, we should find distinction, honour, sonship, 
favour, acceptance, power, authority, glory and eternity, 
suggested by the ring itself. And as oigold and set with 
beryls^ we might note His work as precious, pure, skilful, 
comely, beautiful, wise, munificent, work tested and 
proved to be perfect, in all things done well The 
colour of the jewel, again, as like to the sea and the 
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mountains, and the sky in their tints, might afford 
remark on the provision secured by His work of 
righteousness and spiritual knowledge particularly, and 
of gifts and graces and glory : the beryl, moreover, might 
be viewed as suggesting how benefit was to be received 
from His work — the jewel being the emblem of faith — 
and firom its enduringness suggest also permanency. 

Possibly, however, it was not intended we should look 
at the analogy so microscopically, and it may suffice that 
we remark on what appear to us to be the more pro- 
minent features of His work. 

Generally, then, the character of the analogy bears out 
the idea of glory as distinguishing Christ's work ; it was 
full of glory, or divinely perfect work. 

Is it His work of creation around us — the earth, the 
sea, and the countless animated existences with which 
they are peopled ? — how wondrous 1 What beauty, 
wisdom, adaptation and design, equity and goodness, 
are to be seen everywhere, and in everything that has 
come from His hands ! How glorious the sky with its 
lights ! — the sun, the moon, and the stars also ; and 
those clouds in their marvellous balancings in mid- 
heaven, with their ever-changing aspects and varied 
beneficent uses I And the seasons too, coming and 
going at His word, ever renewing the earth, that there 
might be food for both man and beast 1 Who must not 
adoringly acknowledge, " great and marvellous are Thy 
works. Lord God Almighty j just and true are Thy ways " 

— and " I am fearfully and wonderfully made." 

L 
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But if the whole sum of appearances which are made 
known to us by the senses — the great entity which lies 
out of ourselves — be glorious, and if His providence 
in its mysteries bear upon it like traces of the infinite 
perfection of His nature, there is still a "glory that 
excelleth" in His work of grace. The individual 
believer delights to think, and say — 

" Those heavenly hands on cursM tree 
Were nailed, and torn, and bled for me." 

For even as the Lord addressed Himself to Thomas, 
we may think of Him ever coming and saying to us, 
" Behold My hands ! " Yes, pierced hands indeed, but 
voiceful of glorious work accomplished by them, and for 
this reason are they to the believing soul " as gold rings 
set with the beryl" 

Glorious work in its plan, its completion, its results ! 
The Father is well pleased with it, and has given Him a 
name above every name, and committed all power into 
His hands in consequence of it : and the angels desire 
to look into it Glorious work ! for it has destroyed the 
works of the devil, and opened up a way by which lost 
man might not only be brought back, but be also made 
like to God. Glorious work, also, considering it was all 
freely undertaken by the Son of God, and because, as 
the ultimate result of it, a great number which no man 
may number shall be gathered in before the throne of 
God, saved, redeemed, glorified ! And the love which 
gave birth to the work, and sent the Son to accomplish 
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it, passeth knowledge, and is unspeakable. . It is a work, 
in short, which is overwhelming to think of, and while 
demanding constant contemplation and profoundest 
adoration from those on whom it was lavished, it is 
such as should awaken in them, and throughout the 
whole universe of being, hymns of ceaseless praise. 

The gold rings set with the valuable jewels suggest 
also the preciousness of Christ's work. It is precious 
considering the great sacrifices it involved — that He who 
was inconceivably rich in the possession of the Divine 
attributes, and in the praises of heaven, should for a 
time lay aside His glory, and stoop to poverty and 
humilation and the death of the cross — on that cross 
pouring out His precious blood for the sin of man. From 
the fact of the wonder-worker being the Son of God, 
the work He accomplished here has lent to it infinite 
worth ; and to all who believe He is precious, not only 
for what He has done, but for what He is in Himself — 
esteemed as in very truth — the Pearl of great price. 

There is such a preciousness about the work of Christ, 
moreover, that it will sufficiently compensate for the 
greatest sacrifices man may make to share in it. To 
men there may be many precious things, and one sets 
his heart on this, and another upon that. But here is 
the great question for man — "What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul ? " The one thing needful for man is his salvation, 
and if every man is already lost and condemned — dead 
in trespasses and sins — and salvation implies a lost 
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estate — can any news be more welcome than that 
which makes known the way of salvation ? That man is 
surely an anomaly in the world who can make light of 
it or despise it He cannot be considered as in his 
sane mind, and the case of the prodigal feeding upon 
husks, and in want and famine in the far country, is 
most truly his condition, although he may be all 
unconscious of it. 

Let me remind you, reader, of the Apostle who 
counted all things as dung when compared with the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ; who 
indeed counted all things but loss that he might win 
Christ ; who had indeed suffered the loss of all, that 
He might be found in Him. Oh, reader, is Christ so 
precious to us ? We know Him not as yet if He is not 

But again the changing shades of the beryl (although 
the prevailing colour is green) may serve to suggest the 
variety of Christ's work; and yet through all we may 
discover unity of purpose. 

Christ has many ways of working, characterized often 
by much mystery, and leading us to feel that His way is 
in the sea, and His footsteps are in the great waters, 
and we cannot find Him out to perfection. His appear- 
ances to the individual soul are ever varied. But just 
as it is from the way in which you look at the beryl the 
colour is seen to change, so is it with us in spiritual 
experience ; it depends upon our spiritual position, and 
upon what light we may have received from the Lord 
under trial, and disappointments, and failures, and be- 
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reavements, whether we shall be able to discover that 
all those tilings are working together for our good, ac- 
cording to His promise. In the light of the Lord only, 
and not by mere human reason, we come to the convic- 
tion, that ^ He who made and upholds the universe does 
not keep coldly aloof, gazing from a distance on the 
sufferings of His creatures, but has Himself entered into 
the conflict, become the great sufferer, the great bearer 
of all wrong, and is working out for His creatures some 
better issue through a redemptive sorrow which is 
Divine ; " or to use an illustration, like as the different 
coloured threads wrought into the web which, while 
being worked or weaved in, do not reveal the perfect 
pattern, since the wrong side is seen while the work is in 
the loom ; even so, by all your varied experiences, Chris- 
tian, is Christ still perfecting His work within you ; and 
when you are removed from them, and lifted up into 
His light, then it will be seen that the end and aim 
and purpose in all was to make you conformed to His 
own image. And it is, therefore, surely true, as sings 
George Herbert : — 

" More servants wait on man 

Than he'll take notice of. In every path 

He treads down that which doth befriend him 
"When sickness makes him pale and wan. 

Oh, mighty love 1 Man is one world, and hath 
Another to attend him." 

And if, again, you look at Christ's workings in the 
Church, How varied its history in the world ! passing 
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through storm and sunshine, times of trial and perse- 
cution, and times of prosperity! but yet through all, 
Christ, we know, is working that He may present it, at 
length, " a glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing : " and to know this is encouraging to 
our faith, and brightens our hope. 

And yet more, when wars and commotions are 
abroad in the worlds and distress abounds at home, and 
unbelief, and superstition, and idolatry are rampant, we 
may find it difficult to trace the workings of God. But 
yet His hands are not idle. And as past history has 
given us to see how wars have led to openings for the 
gospel, and want and distress given birth to prayer — 
then dark as may be the present time, we have yet 
warrant for believing and hoping that God will bring 
good out of our evils — bring a dawn after the night — 
joy after the distress and sorrow; — and we know that 
the whole world is yet to become manifestly the blood- 
bought inheritance of Christ, and doubtless now, though 
unseen, He is working out His purposes, which cannot 
fail till all the ends of the earth see the salvation of our 
God. " We see not yet all things put under Him, but 
we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour, that He by the grace of God should taste 
death for every maa" And yet will the kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms of our God and His 
Christ; and He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
and reign for ever and ever. 
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But, further, as the circle is the " most complete figure 
— the most stable under violence," and, as it would ap- 
pear, the type according to which the whole universe is 
framed — when the hands of Christ are compared to this, 
to a ring, we have the completeness and stability of 
His work thus set forth, and also, as we may think, the 
eternity of His work, since the circular form of the ring 
may be viewed as the emblem of that : a truth borne 
out as well by the enduringness of the jewel with which 
the ring is adorned, for while the gold may wear away 
and perish, the jewel will be found to last unimpaired 
and undiminished in its lustre for centuries after it 

The work of Christ did not close with the people 
among whom He lived in the days of His humiliatioa 
He is interceding now within the veil, and the work is 
still progressing, and the fruit of all His work, through 
all time, will be for ever and ever ; those redeemed and 
brought home to glory shall go out no more from His 
presence. 

We see everything around us perishing here; man's 
best and noblest works pass away, and the world itself 
doth wax old as doth a garment ; ay, 

" Time shakes the stable tyranny of thrones, 
And tottering empires rush by their own weight ; 
This huge rotundity we tread grows old, 
And all those worlds that roll around the sun. 
The sun himself shall die, and ancient night 
Again involve the desolate abyss." 

But not a word that Christ ever spoke shall perish, not 
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a single Christian deed done in His name; He shall 
see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied in finding 
the myriads of His redeemed, throughout eternity, re- 
flecting His work and its glory in them. 

Thus then, reader, have we hinted at a few thoughts 
which you may easily perceive admit of great expansion 
and application. May the thoughts suggested become 
seeds for future harvests of thought and meditation 
about Him, in whom all that's good is treasured up, 
and who is seeking that you might share in His fulness. 

Believing reader, as those hands like gold rings set 
with the beryl generally impress us with the idea of 
adornment, let us remember that, as "the King's 
daughter is all glorious within," there is also an adorn- 
ment to which we are called in our daily life, as ex- 
horted to adorn the doctrine of our Saviour God in all 
things. Let us be careful to recommend the religion of 
Christ to men, by a walk and a conversation which shall 
be meek, humble, faithful, obedient. 

But, reader, if you know not Jesus as yet, oh, seek to 
learn that His hands are full of grace for you, and His 
work is all-enriching to all who believe in Him, He 
holds out His hands to you now, that you may grasp 
them, as did sinking Peter, and be saved. 

See, on His hands there is the beryl, the emblem 
of faith, and learn hence how you may be saved — " only 
believe." 

But ah ! if you believe not — if those hands as rings 
do not encircle you — there is a warning in His word of 
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other hands, by which you will be bound hand and foot, 
and be cast into outer darkness. 

Behold His hands ! They are as rings that you may 
be brought into union with Him — married to Him. Oh 
that His beauty, His grace. His great love might win you ! 

Oh, blind men, that can see no beauty, no comeliness 
in Christ that they may desire Him, ah, surely the God 
of this world hath blinded their eyes ! Alas ! that all 
these thousand years " Adam's fools should have been 
wasting and lavishing out their love and their affections 
upon black lovers, upon bits of dead creatures and 
broken idols, upon this and that feeble creature, and 
have not brought their love and their heart to Jesus. 
Oh, pity that fairness hath so few lovers ! Oh, woe, 
woe to the fools of this world, who run by Christ 
to other lovers. Oh, misery, misery, misery, that come- 
liness can scarce get three or four hearts in a town 
or country 1 Oh, that there is so much spoken, and 
so much written, and so much thought of creature 
vanity, and so little spoken, so little written, and so 
little thought of my great and incomprehensible and 
never enough wondered at Lord Jesus ! Why should I 
not curse this forlorn and wretched world that suffereth 
my Lord Jesus to lie alone ? Oh, damned souls ! 
Oh, mistaken world ! Oh, blind ! Oh, beggarly and 
poor souls ! Oh, bewitched fools ! what aileth you 
that ye run so from Christ? I dare not (Challenge 
Providence that there are so few buyers and so little 
sale for such an excellent one as Christ Oh, the 



I70 HIS HANDS. 

depth, and oh, the height of my Lord's ways that pass 
finding out ! But oh, that man would once be wise, 
and not fall so in love with their own hell as to pass by 
Christ, and not know Him ! " 

O sinner ! yield, yield to Him. How can the 
vanities of earth, which end in vexation and bitterness, 
be more in your esteem than the unspeakable gift of 
God's love — the unsearchable riches of Christ! 
sinner ! you are deluded by the enemy of souls and of 
all righteousness if you can afford to despise both 
Christ and His work, which are more than all to you. 
Oh, consider, consider, and be not always learning, and 
never coming to a knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 
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HIS MOUTH. 

** And out of Ilis mouth went a sharp, two-edged sword." 

—Rev. i. i6. 

'T'HE sharp two-edged sword going 'forth out of the 
mouth of Christ would appear to represent the 
EFFECTS OF His WoRD on its proclamation ; the illus- 
tration in this case being distinguished from His " voice 
as the sound of many waters," as indicating simply the 
warnings and terrors of the Lord, which the written 
word contains. 

As will be seen from the second chapter of Revela- 
tion, Christ is similarly described in the letter to the 
Church in Pergamos ; and if, as has been supposed, 
the titles employed in these letters are adapted to the 
spiritual condition of the Churches addressed, then 
when Christ makes known His intention to fight against 
this Church with the sword of His mouth if they should 
not repent, it would appear to mean that He purposed 
to execute the threatenings of His Word — to slay the 
corrupters in faith and conduct found amongst them; 
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and that, more or less, the whole Church should suffer 
for allowing such corrupters to have visible fellowship 
with them. 

Our Lord, moreover, as you may remember, distinctly 
pointed out that this was one of the purposes for which 
He came into the world. " I came," He said, " not to 
send peace, but a sword," — meaning that His word, 
when it was preached, should cut and divide and kill, 
as a sword, all whom it did not save. 

This purpose also agrees with what was prophesied 
concerning Him. In Isaiah xi. 4, for instance, it is said 
He should " smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, 
and with the breath of His lips slay the wicked ; " the 
breath here standing for the operation of His Spirit, 
who, taking of the rod, or word of His mouth, and 
working with it, should make slaughter amongst the 
rebels. And in the Second Epistle to the Thessa- 
lonians, il 8, we read, that on the revelation or 
completed development of the Man of Sin, the Lord 
should consume him " with the Spirit of His mouth : " 
— a judgment which we are to expect shall yet take 
place in the earth, if it be not now indeed nigh at 
hand. 

Again, in the judgment of the last day, we read in 
Luke, xix. 27, that the enemies of Christ are to be 
brought into His presence, and there to be slain ; for 
vengeance belongeth unto Him, and " I will repay, saith 
the Lord." 

Some, however, would tell us that they conceive of 
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perdition as a "development, and not an infliction." 
It is both ; and search the Scriptures, and see for your- 
self, reader, whether you can find a single passage where 
it is said it is not God who inflicts punishment Search, 
rather, and see if you do not find the Scriptures invari- 
ably teaching that punishment is in every case inflicted 
by God for the sin which has been developing within a 
man, as punishment is the "reward," the "wages of 
sin," and that it will be dealt out to each man accord- 
ing to the measure of his sia In fact, in 2d Peter, 
chapter ii verse 9, we read that God reserves the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished by 
Himself. 

We would remind you of this teaching, reader, not 
because we delight in the terrors, but because we are 
jealous for the ^Urue sayings of God^* upon these solemn 
matters, and as we are set for their defence, and not 
their destruction '~ and the word has a terrible warning 
to those who either add to, or take away from its 
statements, which we may not overlook. 

We live, reader, in perverting times, and this, there- 
fore, should serve to make us tighten our grasp of 
those things most surely believed among us, and which 
have served in past ages for the conviction and con- 
version of thousands upon thousands. 

And no wonder conversions are becoming fewer in 
the churdhes— ;we mean conversions to God The word 
of God is not generally preached in our day; it is 
rather the Gospel after this popular preacher and that. 
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and when Sir Oracle has spoken, there may be nothing 
more added : such is the spirit of our age ! and, — 

** Of all arts sagacious dupes invent 
To cheat themselves, and gain the world's assent, 
The worst is — Scripture warped from its intent." 

We ask your attention, then, reader, to the word of 
God in its twofold effects of condemnation and life. 

And first, for condemnation^ this being viewed as 
one edge of the sword of the Spirit or word of God ;' 
and it has this effect through its law as distinguished 
from its gospel Hence the Apostle, when he says, 
" When the commandment came, sin revived, and I 
died," illustrates the effect we would, for the present, 
seek you to note. He was alive before this, when he 
was without the law — "alive" in the sense of being 
self-complaisant in his own righteousness; and when 
he says he "died" on the revival of sin through the 
law, he means that the law served to discover to him 
not only the enormity of his sin, but made it patent 
to him that his condition was one of death, and sin 
by the commandment slew him : the law, in short, 
which is holy and just and good, by reason of sin, 
had wrought death in him. 

And every man without the law is in the condition 
described by the Apostle — " alive." That is, he knows 
not what sin is, and has no knowledge of the dreadful 
consequences which result from its practice — even as the 
Apostle states, "I had not known sin but by the law." 
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You can thus see, reader, that if the law is not 
preached, and such effects as we have noted do not 
take place in the heart of man, the Gospel may be 
preached till doomsday, but without saving efficacy ; 
for the law is the schoolmaster — the pedagogue, rather 
— to bring men to Christ ; and we have never heard of 
any man ever having been brought into a saved con- 
dition any other way ; and why should we expect 
it, seeing God has ordained it should come about in 
this way ? 

Let the law alone, say some, and preach the gospel ; 
but not so did the Prince of preachers, by whom the 
gospel came, and He is our pattern, how and what we 
are to preach : His first call to man was " repent," and 
while He sought to convince the world of its sin — 
testifying that the works of men were evil — this testi- 
mony was designed to slay men, that they might be 
quickened by His word. 

And, again, it is to be carefully noted that when the 
Spirit of Christ comes within the sphere of a man's 
heart, it is first that He may convince of "sin, right, 
eousness, and judgment," before He shows the grace 
and truth that came by Jesus Christ ; or, in other words, 
the Spirit comes first to condemn, before He justifies, 
and saves, and sanctifies by the truth. 

And you can see reason for this Divine order. For 
who, for example, would send for a physician unless 
he felt his need of him ? And how, therefore, can any 
man be expected to seek a Saviour from his sin until 
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he feel himself to be a sinner, and therefore con- 
demned, and under the curse of the law? And how 
can man know this, but by the law, by which alone 
comes the knowledge of sin ? 

And if the law, therefore, is not preached, or if the 
. love of God is exhibited without the justice of God, even 
as a man would ask what the physician wanted with 
him when he was not sick, so we find it under a 
preached gospel to-day — a gospel in which men are 
asked simply to see in Christ God's readiness to forgive- 
that men are wondering what they need to be forgiven ; 
for they have no sense of being sinners, and they do 
not see what need there was for Christ to come into 
this world at all 

Dear reader, it is when the justice of God, which 
by no means clears the guilty, forms the background, 
that the love of God is illustriously displayed, and its 
power for constraining us to forsake sin is truly and 
savingly felt — but not otherwise. 

And when men in our day are philosophizing about 
man's future destiny, the outrageous conclusions they 
have come to are all the result of ignorance of sm^ 
and of God's nature, and His law ; and they, in fact, 
impute to God what they would never dream of 
expecting from the judge upon the bench in his 
administration. The law of the land is only honoured 
when its transgressors bear its penalty ; and the judge, 
as the administrator of the law, is boimd to demand 
this in the person of the transgressor, or of an accepted 
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substitute : and why expect that God may do otherwise 
with the transgressors of His law ? 

True in this case, a Substitute has been found who 
has borne the penalty of the law to the full, and it may 
therefore fail as a parallel But still we have to ask. 
If the substitute were not accepted of on the trans- 
gression of the civil law, what should become of the 
transgressor himself? Just what would and what does 
happen to all who do not accept of Christ And must 
God, therefore, be considered as demanding some 
unrighteous thing when His justice demands the pun- 
ishment of the sinner ? " There is no unrighteousness 
with Him ; " and therefore of Him, as the Judge of all 
the earth, it is written that He is able to cast both soul 
and body into hell ; that He will render tribulation and 
anguish to every soul of man that doeth evil 

Hence it is that when such revealed truths as these 
find place in a man's soul, rankling there, they are felt 
to be as a sharp sword. Man is given to perceive that 
the law of God cannot allow of sin, but must condemn 
it; and feeling condemned, the conscience troubles, 
and he has no rest in consequence, for every reflection 
upon the utterances of the truth but cuts him deeper 
and deeper. 

And it is this same Word that shall also judge men 
in the last day, and condemn and pierce them there 
beyond all hope of remedy ; and the oftener men here 
resist the piercings, or seek to turn away from them, 
they are but making more sure their doom of eternal 

M 



178 HIS MOUTH. 

punishment, which God will inflict upon them by that 
same word which is as a two-edged sword going forth 
out of His mouth. 

But the word is also efficacious for life: 

" It hath pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe ; " and indeed all the piercings 
of the word may be viewed as gracious indications of the 
mercy which is seeking to heal 

In the case of healing, however, it is implied that the 
wound produced by the law has been festering in the 
soul, and when, therefore, the other — ^the gospel edge, 
so to speak — enters the soul, it is as the lancet opening 
a wound for its healing. And it does heal ; for 
along the edge there is the balm of consolation, and 
the hitherto troubled conscience at length ceases to 
accuse, and great peace and joy reign in the souL 

And thus, in the believing soul, the piercings are no 
longer felt, since the word has no voice of condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus. It, moreover, 
changes the nature of such, and they are made new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, and stimulates, quickens, and 
refreshes them by the life that has been given through 
the Spirit. And the word by such, therefore, is relished 
and received with meekness : and when they hear of its 
warnings and threatenings, they are but reminded of 
what, by grace, they have escaped, and led the more to 
thank God for their healing and deliverance. 

From what, reader, we have thus briefly drawn your 
attention to, you may hence see that it altogether 
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depends whether you give the word place in your heart, 
and allow it to accomplish what God designs— whether it 
will prove a power to convert and save ; for it must result 
in condemnation and death to all who do not give it 
such place and power. 

Ah ! it is to be feared that such tremendous issues are 
not realized by many who listen to the preaching of the 
word — hearing either for life or death — every sermon 
efther making them fitter for heaven or riper for destruc- 
tion ! From what one is called to witness, such things 
do not appear to be even half realized. 

Oh, that men who feel the preaching of the word to 
be as a sharp two-edged sword, would only see that it 
was designed by Christ to prove so to all who have 
not submitted themselves to Him, and learn from the 
fact of its proving so to them that they have, therefore, 
evidences brought home to them that they are not yet 
converted. If, when made to smart under the " rod of 
His mouth," they would seek to lay open their souls, 
so as that they might be healed, what spreading joy 
should there be amongst ministers and people 1 But 
that, instead, they should be found to rebel against 
the word, and the preacher of it, and seek to make 
escape from it, oh, how foolish, how ruinous such 
conduct ! 

For how shall they escape, since the two-edged sword, 
like the flaming sword in Eden, turns every way ? and if 
they rebel against its piercings here, it must again meet 
them in the judgment, and then to slay them with utter 
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destruction ; and let men be sure their " sin will find 
them out." 

Unsaved reader, were it not wise for you to seek the 
piercings of the sword of the Spirit here — to ask that it 
might cut off from your soul the sin, and your habits of 
sin, which can be cut off by no other means than by the 
living and powerful word, which, piercing to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, is also a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart j were it not wise to 
be condemned, slain by the word now, that you may 
be justified and saved with an everlasting salvation ? 
If any man will contend that it is wise to neglect this, 
we know not yet what wisdom is : and wisdom, then, 
must needs be with the many, and not with the few; for 
it is only the few who are seeking to be saved in God's 
appointed way. 

May God, the Holy Spirit, make the word to you, 
reader, a savour of life unto life ; lead you to cry out as 
did the publican, "God be merciful to me, a sinner;" 
and assure you of the same justified acceptance in Christ 
Jesus. 

** I hear Thy voice ; Thou bidd*st me quit 
My paradise ; I bless and do submit : 
I will not murmur at Thy word, 
Nor beg Thy angel to sheath up his sword." 



XVIII. 

HIS PALATE, 

" His mouth {chekh) is most sweet." — Song of Songs, v. i6. 

'T'HE lily-like lips spoke to us of the grace of the 
Beloved's words, and now His most sweet mouth, 
more than His words of grace, is an expression which 
may be viewed as setting forth the effect of the grace 
RECEIVED — a testimony borne from personal experience 
of rest in His love. 

We may render those words, however, " His palate is 
the quintessence of sweetness," and we shall thus gather 
the idea of spiritual taste or relish, even as it is by the 
palate, or roof of the mouth, we get a perception of the 
flavour of any food or drink of which we may partake. 
Christ, in short, when once received or believed in, is 
more to the soul than all His words, or all the testimony 
about Him. His words, in fact, but most imperfectly 
convey what He is ; and the believer is ready to acknow- 
ledge, as did the Queen of Sheba, who had heard of the 
wisdom of Solomon, but who, after she had seen him, 
said," The half was not told me;" or like the Samaritans 
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in the days of our Lord, who, receiving the testimony 
of the woman with whom Jesus had been conversing, 
believed, but on their return from a personal interview 
with Him, came and said, " Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying; for we have heard Him ourselves, and 
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world;" and, as recorded in the Acts afterwards, "there 
was great joy in that city." 

We sometimes hear the expression, "he is better 
than his word." Of none is this more true than of- 
Christ ; and oh ! that man would only " taste and see " 
how good He is; would but forsake the pleasures of 
sin, and come and partake of Him whose consolations 
are sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. Alas! 
that He should be so generally esteemed as a " root out 
of a dry ground, having no form or comeliness," and 
that men, instead of feeding on, and deriving relish from, 
Him, should be content with "the husks which the 
swine do eat ; " for we fear it is as true of this age as 
that of which Paul testified and said, " Many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ ; whose end is destruction, whose God is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things." Look at the multitudes, for example, 
who crowd the places of amusement in this land ; the 
eager throngings of the masses for discussions on mere 
politics ; the craving for sensational literature, and 
worldly society as such ; the absorbing pursuit of wealth 
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and honour and position — the general engrossment, in 
short, of men about the seen and temporal, the' vanity 
and vexation of spirit which end in bitterness; and 
contrast all this with the interest evidenced in Christ 
and the things of Christ, and ah 1 surely little is the 
flock who can say from experience of Christ's gracious- 
ness, " His palate is sweetness itself." 

Let me trust, reader, " if so be you have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious," that those words find an echo — 
a glad response in your heart ] nay, more, that you are 
ready to bear to others who know not Jesus as yet a 
like testimony of the Lord's graciousness, even as the 
Shulamith sought to do to the daughters of Jerusalem, 
and by which they were led to long after the knowledge 
of Him of whom she was so full 

Let us search our hearts, then, and see what are some 
of those things which make the Beloved altogether 
desirable and satisfying to the believing soul, and which 
lead us to say of Him — " His palate is very sweetness 
itself." 

There is first, among other things, the sense of our 
acceptance in Him and our adoption by Him. For how 
sweet to feel that He has not cast us off, but graciously 
received us, and that we are able to set to our seal that 
He is true when He says. He will " cast out none that 
come to Him." Once we were "far off," and because 
of His holiness were afraid to draw nigh. But the 
word of His grace came, and under the influence of the 
Spirit drew us from oiu: wanderings, and inclined us to 
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make approach; and when we did so, to our joy we 
found His arms opened wide to receive us, and instead 
of upbraidings and reprovings He embraced and kissed 
us, and we Him, with the kiss of reconciliation, and so 
we were ** accepted in the Beloved " — adopted into the 
family of the redeemed — ^restored children of God. 

And oh, surely the grace which thus receives retum- 
ing prodigals and rebels is wonderful ! The proud 
Pharisee said in scorn — "This man receiveth sinners, 
and eateth with them ; " but ah, no more welcome news 
could ever be made known to man, and 

** When He lived on earth abased, 

* Friend of Sinners ' was His name ; 
Now, above all glory raised, 
He rejoices in the same ; 
Still He calls them brethren, friends, 
And to all their wants attends." 

And we trust, dear reader, you know this — that the 
Beloved is yours, and that you are His by sensible accep- 
tance in Him ; for then, though the world cast you out, 
you will have ever more than all in Jesus, and He is a 
friend that sticketh closer than any brother, and will 
** never leave you nor forsake you.'' 

Next there is the assurance we have oi pardon in Him, 
even as His word declares, " I have blotted out as a 
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy 
sins." He was manifested to take away our sin, and 
in His cross He blotted out with His blood the hand- 
wTiting that was against us. And the pardon He 
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bestows is as full and free as it is perfect, for He 
promises to remember our sin no more. 

To think, then, of all the black past of our sin covered 
in Him, and to know that His blood sufficeth to cleanse 
for all time to come; oh, how sweet the assurance of 
this ! " Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant 
of His heritage ? He retaineth not His anger for ever, 
because He delighteth in mercy." To think, moreover, 
that God, for Christ's sake, sees no iniquity in Jacob nor 
perverseness in His Israel, brings a comfort, delighting 
the soul beyond all expression ! 

Still more, there is the peace which follows upon pardon 
and justified acceptance and adoption — peace with God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, which passeth all under- 
standing. A peace which is not simply the cessation of 
the enmity which sin indulged in occasioned, and by 
which God is angry with the wicked every day ; but a 
peace which carries in it — which secures — the abiding 
friendship of God ; for even as Abraham, justified by 
faith, was called " the firiend of God," to us who are the 
children of Abraham by like precious faith there is a 
like inheritance of blessing. What happiness, therefore, 
is ours to know this ! to have Christ for our peace — the 
substance of it, the maintainer of it; keeping us in 
perfect peace because we trust in Him ; giving us also 
peace in heart and conscience, and among mea 

Then there is rest in Him as well as peace ; for if He 
is our peace. He is also our rest When we had made 
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many vain quests after it, joining in the cry of the world, 
"who will show us any good? " and fatigued and chafed in 
our search, we turned to Him — then, even in the bosom 
of our Creator and Saviour, we found it ; and oh, how 
sweet, how to be magnified above all, the marvellous 
grace which has given us to share in it! the rest, the 
satisfaction is such, as that now the world, after which 
we were in eager pursuit to find a portion in it, is all as 
nothing to us. We conceive that 

"Earth's cup 
Is poisoned ; her renown most infamous ; 
Her gold, seem as it may, is really dust ; 
Her titles, slanderous names ; her praise, reproach ; 
Her strength, an idiot's boast ; her wisdom, blind ; 
Her gain, eternal loss ; her hope, a dream ; 
Her love, her friendship, enmity with God ; 
Her promises, a lie ; her smile, a harlot's ; 
Her beauty, paint and rottenness within ; her pleasures, 
Deadly assassins masked ; her laughter, grief ; 
Her breasts, the stings of death ; her total sum — 
Her all — most total vanity ! " 

Yet more, there is the joy the Beloved brings with 
Him when He comes into the believing soul as a guest 
— the joy of His salvation, which is " unspeakable and 
full of glory/' He seeks His joy to remain in us that 
our joy might be fiiU ; and for this end He has spoken 
to us. And His joy, unlike that of earth, never surfeits; 
and what we experience of it here, is after all only a 
mere earnest of the fulness of joy which will be entered 
upon in His presence. We are given to drink abun- 
dantly out of the river of His pleasures — " the streams 
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that make glad the city of our God " — and may have 
no fear of the supply running short, for the Fountain 
whence it has its rise welleth up inexhaustible, everlast- 
ing stores of joy and gladness out of the fulness of 
Him who fiUeth all in all The sense of His love. His 
fellowship, and the intimations of His will and grace to 
the soul, are such as fill it with joy which none but they 
who know it feel, but which they cannot find words to 
describe. 

Again, because of His love. His commandments cease to 
be grievous, as they are to the unregenerate souL Oh, 
how the believer loves His law ! in walking in His com- 
mandments his soul finds truest delight And therefore 
are they in constant regard; and while they are his 
song in the house of his pilgrimage, they lead him from 
pleasure to pleasure, and have the promise of great 
reward hereafter to all who keep them. He can join with 
the Psalmist, and say, " The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul ; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes." And whatever, 
therefore, God has ordered to be done, it is heartily 
undertaken, according to His Word; and in this the 
believer follows the Master Himself, who made it His 
meat and drink to do the will of His Father and ours. 

Once more, Christ is relished by the believing soul 
because of the hopes He has given of coming glory. 
Present acceptance, adoption, pardon, peace, rest or 
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satisfaction, joy in fellowship, delight in observing com- 
raanded duty, are earnests of it, inasmuch as they are the 
graces wherein we stand, and by which we are enabled to 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Christ Himself, 
however, is our hope of glory ; and sensible that He is 
ours, we know that His Word is sure, which speaks to 
us of His desire that we be with Him where He is, and 
behold His glory. He is absent now in body, but He 
has left us His promise to come back, even as He has 
said, " I will come again, and receive you unto Myself 
that where I am, ye may be also." And this is the 
** good hope " we have through grace — ^the " hope which 
entereth within the veil, both sure and steadfast" And 
now " our citizenship is in heaven, whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body, according to the mighty working whereby 
He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself." 

Since, therefore, from the Beloved we have both 
"grace and glory" — the blossom, the fruit; the glimpses, 
the full vision face to face; the earnest, the fulness — 
more indeed than tongue can tell, or imagination con- 
ceive ; for " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
it entered the heart of man, the things that God hath 
prepared for them that love Him ; " and be they even 
now " revealed unto us by His Spirit," it is, after all, a 
knowledge but in part — a glory veiled — and we see 
through a glass dimly. But, we say, since Christ is all 
this, and we have all this to enjoy in Him, is it to be 
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wondered that the believing soul should esteem the re- 
lish of Him as the quintessence of sweetness — ^as sweet- 
ness itself? 

" Oh, oh, but we have short, and narrow, and creep- 
ing thoughts of Jesus, and do but shape Christ in our 
conceptions according to some created portraiture ! O 
angels, lend your help to make love-books and songs 
of our fair and white and ruddy Standard-Bearer among 
ten thousand ! O heavens ! O heaven of heavens ! O 
glorified tenants, and triumphant householders with the 
Lamb, put in new psalms and love-sonnets of the excel- 
lency of our Bridegroom, and help us to set Him on 
high ! O indwellers of earth and heaven, sea and air, 
and O all ye created beings within the bosom of the 
utmost circle of this great world, oh, come, help to set on 
high th^ praises of our Lord ! O fairness of creatures, 
blush before His uncreated beauty ! O created strength^ 
be amazed to stand before your strong Lord of Hosts ! 
O created love, think shame of thyself before our Lord, 
whose understanding passeth finding out ! O sun, in thy 
shining beauty, jfor shame put on a web of darkness, 
and cover thyself before thy brightest Master and 
Maker ! " 

Dear reader, you profess, it may be, to belong to Jesus ; 
you are not sensible of any feeling of antipathy towards 
Him, but you cannot get into such raptures about Him ; 
He is only one of your friends, but He is not above all 
in your estimation, and therefore you make no scruple 
about worldly compromises. 
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** * Renounce the world,* the Preacher cries ; — 
* We do/ a multitude replies ; — 
While one as innocent regards 
A snug and friendly game at cards ; 
And one, whatever you may say, 
Can see no evil in a play ; 
Some love a concert, or a race ; 
And others, shooting and the chase. 
Reviled and loved, renounced and followed. 
Thus, bit by bit, the world is swallowed I " 

Ah, reader, if this is the character of your profession, 
we do not scruple to say that you are giving the world 
occasion to blaspheme that holy name by which you 
are called. You are a " com'fort to Samaria," and by this 
are indeed but deceiving — wronging — ^your own soul ; 
for Christ and His religion must be all in all or nothing 
to you, even as it is impossible to serve both God and 
mammon, or to be a friend of God and a friend of the 
world at one and the same time. And it is such pro- 
fessors — visibly connected with the Church — men 

* * Who have stolen the livery of the court of heaven. 
To serve the devil in " — 

that are standing in the way of the world's conversion to 
God ; for their insincere, inconsistent life, but gives the 
world occasion to continue in its sin and unbelief. 

.Remember, reader, what is demanded from every 
disciple of Jesus. He is called to forsake all, to take up 
his cross, and be ready even to lay his life down for His 
name's sake. And if men are not prepared to accept 
these terms, let them not call themselves by a name to 
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which they have no right or claim. " The foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are His ; and, Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity." " My sheep," 
saith the Lord, " hear My voice, and I know them, and 
i\ity follow Me; and a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him, for they know not the voice of 
strangers." 

And by none but by such as have come out of the 
world — separated themselves from every unclean thing 
— can Jesus be relished, or His palate prove to be sweet- 
ness itselC 



XIX. 
HIS FACE, 

" And His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength." 

Rev. i. i6. 

T^HE face which men spat upon — the visage which 
was " so marred more than any man's " by buflfet- 
ing, and smiting, and tears, and blood ; for never was 
man on earth so barbarously, so inhumanly treated 
as the Son of man was by the people among whom He 
lived and moved — ^that face is now seen radiant with 
— full of — majesty and glory, even " as the sun shineth 
in his strength ; " for so did it appear to John in vision ; 
and His whole aspect was so transcendently bright and 
dazzling, he tells us, that when he saw Him, he fell 
at His feet as dead. 

Of all the emblems descriptive of the person of 
Christ, even as the sun itself surpasses in glory all the 
light-bearers in the firmament, being six hundred times 
greater in bulk, and seven hundred and forty times 
greater in weight, than all the planets that are known 
to us — surely we have here an emblem that bears off 
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the palm, so to speak, that triumphs over all others : 
or, like as in the dream, all the sheaves made obeisance 
to the sheaf of Joseph, so must the other emblems bow 
to this, which is central to all the others round it, even 
as the sun is centre of the planetary system, and the 
great source of light and heat. 

** As the sun ! " The worship of this orb was one of 
the earliest forms of idolatry, and to this day the 
followers of Zoroaster among the Parsees or Persians 
in India lay themselves prostrate on the ground at his 
appearance in the sky. Ignorant of the great Creator 
Himself, and following the notions of their own hearts, 
the sun has been conceived of as God, and men have 
prayed and burned incense to it. 

Happily we know better ; and the light, and warmth, 
and beauty by which the earth is mantled, as the ruler of 
the day mounts the sky, leads us but to adore and praise 
the Maker and Sustainer of all, and who is above alL 

The writer of these pages remembers how eagerly he 
once, with a fellow-traveller, sought the face of the sun 
as seen from the Righi Kulm in Switzerland. We had 
ascended the mountain the night before with that great; 
sight mainly in our prospect, as we had been told of 
the wonders he revealed in the landscape, stretching as 
it does there visibly round for about 300 miles, com- 
prising in the circuit about 120 miles of snow-clad 
peaks. Though it is now some years ago since then, 
the whole scene comes back fresh to memory, as if it 
had been witnessed by us yesterday. The Alpine horn 

N 
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has been sounded, and the sleepers been awakened, 
and one by one at length they have reached the highest 
point of view on the mountain. Here we stand and 
wait in eager expectancy, looking toward the chambers 
of the east We see but as yet a faint streak of light ; 
anon each peak is tipped as with yellow gold; the 
shadows now begin to flee, and over the top of a far 
distant mountain beams of light are darting athwart the 
sky ; and as you are watching the shafts of glory and 
their effects, a blaze of clear, bright light as on an in- 
stant bursts dazzlingly upon your eyes. It is the sun ! 
But it is too bright now for our feeble sight, and as we 
turn away to look around us, the clouds are seen to 
rise. Under the influence of his rays, they appear to 
be rolling and surging in the depths beneath, like 
dense masses of white steam ; and as they part and dissi- 
pate, and are drawn up over our heads, lakes of blue, 
and green fields, and undulating plains smiling in fer- 
tility, straggling chalets embosomed in forests of pine, 
and villages and towns dotting over the landscape far and 
near — all reveal themselves at his rising and increasing 
light, and heighten our admiration of the stupendous 
scene we have been privileged to look upoa And the 
prospect is such in its glory and beauty, we have heard 
some who have witnessed it excitingly say to those who 
have been disappointed by the dense fog which some- 
times envelops the top of the mountain for weeks at a 
time, " See the sunrise from the Righi, and die ! " 
We have read also of an interesting fact in connec- 
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tion with the sunrise in the Levant Soon as his 
beams are felt, a fresh gale rises out of the sea and 
sweeps across the land, clearing the air of its noxious 
vapours ; and the people living there, made sensible of 
the salubrious effects of it, give the name of "The 
Doctor" to the sun; which is true spiritually of the 
rise of that better sun, the Sun of Righteousness, who 
comes with healing under His wings. 

But we note that John compares the countenance of 
Christ, not simply to the sun or its rising, but to the 
sun shining in his strength — at meridian, noon-tide 
splendour ; and there is thus set forth the majesty and 
RADIANT GLORY belonging to the person of Christ — the 
truth that He is so full of light and majesty as that we 
may not be able steadily to look upon Him here. 
, That face was once before seen by John and two 
other favoured disciples to shine as the sun, when the 
Master was transfigured on the Mount And when the 
same Lord Jesus appeared to Saul of Tarsus, it was in 
a glory above the brightness of the sun at mid-day; 
and we also read that in the holy city above, they 
need there no sun nor moon to shine, for the glory 
of God and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

When we look, then, at the sun in our sky, let it re- 
mind us of, let it speak to us of Jesus, whose face is 
as the sun shining in his strength. 

Such is the image employed: the brightest, most 
magnificent object in physical nature is selected by 
the inspired penman to set forth the principal part of 
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Christ's person — the face, or that part of the body by 
which we are enabled to distinguish one person from 
another. And as there are many lights in the sky — one 
star differing from another in glory, and one planet also 
excelling another in brilliancy, but the sun is incompar- 
ably superior in its lustre and majesty to them all — such 
is Christ above all men and angels and archangels in 
His glory, even as He is the great Uncreated Light, 
whose "glory is above the heavens." 

Viewing the countenance of Christ, then, as repre- 
senting His presence, we now endeavour to set forth 
what that presence implies in its connection with the 
figure employed. 

And first, to all who seek that face in His word and 
ordinances, even as the sun is a great revealer, this is 
one of the earliest discoveries of Christ within the soul 
of man. By the word and Spirit of Christ all the 
chambers of imagery are lighted up, and the abomina- 
tions of which we have been guilty shown to us ; we 
are convinced of our great sin, and made sensible of the 
punishment which must follow upon, it unless we re- 
pent. And no man, indeed, can know his true self or 
condition until the light of Christ shine unto him. And 
it is the policy of the Wicked One to prevent this light 
from entering, in order to secure man's perdition ; and 
hence, of many under his influence it is true that the 
light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hendeth it not; and such, therefore, come not to the 
light, lest their deeds should be reproved. And often. 
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alas! when the light would shine in upon them, they 
rebel both against it and the bearers of it. 

Be thankful, reader, if such a revelation has been 
made to you — if the Light of the World has made mani- 
fest your true self; for the light which has discovered to 
you the darkness of ignorance and sin that belongs to 
you by nature, is a light which also maketh known to 
you the grace and glory, and He reveals not the one 
without the other. He discovers your sin that He may 
make known the way of salvation from it, even in Him- 
self. And when, therefore. His Spirit works in you for 
conviction, oh ! for your own souFs sake, quench not, 
nor grieve Him ; for the conviction is a genesis and 
earnest of conversion, and it will culminate in that, if so 
be you give Him place within yoa Such is the gracious 
design in the personal advent of Christ to the human 
souL 

And then, when such a revelation has been made, 
and the Spirit of Christ henceforth abiding in the believ- 
ing heart, He works for the healing of all our diseases. 
The light of truth sets the wind — ^the breath — ^the Spirit 
of the Lord, stirring within us, and He sweeps over the 
whole soul with a healthful and purifying influence. 
And being thus favoured with evident tokens of His 
great; love to us, even as the beams of the natural sun 
cheer, gladden, and make bright the face of nature, and 
waken up the music of the groves, the while also the 
trees of the field clap their hands, and the little hills 
rejoice on every side, so is our soul filled with a joy 
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unspeakable and full of glory, and a new song is put into 
our mouth, " even praise unto our God, and many shall 
see it, and fear, and trust in the Lord : " and anew the 
harpers with their harps, learning the news, make hea- 
ven's courts to resound with the praise of Jehovah RophL 
Again, His presence, like the sun, sufficeth for all 
necessary guidance and direction, Christ Himself illus- 
trates this when He says, " If a man walk in the day, 
he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this 
world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, 
because there is no light in him." God has given us 
light in His word for the paths of our feet, and a rule 
therein to direct us ; and when we take that light and 
rule, it will enable us to walk uprightly and with confi- 
dence when everything else has failed us. It will clear 
away all our doubts and difficulties, and upon hitherto 
untrodden paths or experiences it will afford us abun- 
dant wisdom to direct us in and under them, and bring 
us at length safely out of them all Man, however, 
without this light and rule, stumbleth. Content with 
his native darkness, and taking the way which seems 
right to him, snares and pitfalls entrap him — he is made 
to tremble through fear — and at last he falls into the 
ditch, never to rise again. And hence there are but two 
classes of persons in this world — the children of light 
and of the day, and the children of night and of the 
darkness. And oh ! reader, thank God if you, who were 
"sometime darkness, are now light in the Lord." 
Praise Him if His gospel, which brings life and immor- 
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tality to light, hath shined into your heart, and for the 
guidance and sure counsel it supplies you with in duty, 
difficulty, temptation, trial, danger. And rejoice in the 
assurance of the word, that as " we walk in the light as 
God is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin ; " for manifestly this is a Divine assurance 
only to those who are '* in the light," or who are true 
Christians, by seeking to frame their life and conduct 
according to the word of the Lord, 

But further, as the sun quickens^ refreshes^ and enriches 
the earth, such also, spiritually understood, are blessings 
secured to the believing soul by the Sun of Righteousness. 
His word is as a seed — an " incorruptible seed " — and 
when lodged in the soil of a believing heart, even as the 
sun which forms the clouds, that they may drop down in 
gentle rain, and which also sends its shafts of light and 
warmth down below the surface of the earth, into which 
the husbandman has cast the grain, and the mystery of 
growth is set into operation by which the grain springs 
up into blade and ear, and full corn in the ear; so 
quickening and refreshing come from the presence of 
the Lord to the repentant, converted, forgiven soul, and 
by the light of His truth we are made fruitful in every 
good word and work. 

And it greatly concerns us, reader, whether we are 
bearing fruit — enriched with the graces of the Spirit; for 
*^ herein," saith Christ, " is My Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit ; so shall ye be My disciples." 
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How is it with you ? May the Lord find occasion to 
rejoice over you in this respect ? for alas ! there are very 
many noxious weeds, and tares, and barren branches, fit 
only for the burning ! 

\\Tiat are you doing for the Master ? for in His vine- 
yard there is room for none but "labourers." Ait you 
labouring, ** fervent in spirit, serving the Lord " ? 

** 'Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours. 
And ask them what report they bore to heaven." 

And oh ! woe be to those who are ** at ease in Zion,*' 
and at ease especially in such lax and latitudinarian times 
as the present I And remember the word of the Lord 
Jesus to a self-satisfied Church : — " Because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of My mouth," and take warning from it And know, 
reader, that 

** We live in deeds, not years ; in thoi:^ts, not breaths ; 
In feelings, not in figures on a diaL 
We should count time by heart-throbs : he most lives 
Who thinks mosXy-feds the noblest, tui^s the best." 

But yet more ; as the sun is the *' ultimate source," as 
science demonstrates to us, ** of ever}' form oipoToer exist- 
ing in the world," even as it is his light and heat that 
propels the ship across the trackless main, that drives the 
locomotive, and sets agoing all the machinery in all our 
manufactories and workshops, and, while quick^ung and 
maturing the v^etable world, and regu l a tin g the seasons, 
even eveiy movement of animated nature may be traced 
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back to that central luminary, so it is true spiritually that 
** without Christ" — separated from Him — "we can do 
nothing." All our sufficiency is from Him. He alone, 
as the power of God, can save us from our sins, shield 
us in temptation, call forth the dormant energies of our 
nature into healthful, holy activity, bear us up in death, 
and bring us home to glory, conformed to His own all- 
glorious image. 

The attraction of the sun, again, as the centre of our 
planetary system, gravitating to itself and keeping the 
planets all round its hearth, becomes an appropriate 
emblem of Christ. Our Lord said that if He should be 
lifted up. He should draw all men unto Him. And now, 
after the lapse of so many centuries, how true His words 
are proving to be, — how increasingly true the world 
over ! When He was dying, but one solitary penitent 
by His side was drawn to His heart, and love, and 
paradise. But not many days after, when the Crucified 
had ascended, and the promised Spirit of Truth was 
poured out, there were thousands turned to the Lord, 
and day by day, under the ministry of the Apostles, great 
multitudes believed. And if the world as yet is far from 
being turned to the Lord, and drawn into the embrace 
of His love, among every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation upon the face of the earth His name is 
being made known, and millions upon millions of 
human hearts are being stirred into interest about Him ; 
and out of lands in which He is now believed and 
honoured there have been myriads who have passed 
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hence into His inner chamber of glory, and hourly they 
are passing away and up, and heaven is fast filling 
with the redeemed — and all on account of that up- 
lifted Christ whom men despised and set at nought 
Through His blood and love a countless number shall 
surround the throne, and, looking to Jesus upon it, shall 
ascribe to Him all the praise of their salvation. And 
from the love which has gathered them all in there they 
shall never be separated; for as it drew them in peni- 

« 

tence for sin to the Saviour on earth, and up at length 
to that holy and happy sphere of light and endless life, 
that uplifting will only perfect the love, and the bond of 
union will be as secure and lasting as the eternity of 
God Himself. 

Reader, have you been drawn yet — drawn out of 
the company of sinners ? Something is attracting you — 
what is it? Are you being saved by Christ, or is the 
world, and its gain, and lust, bearing you on into the 
blackness of darkness for ever ? Ah ! consider — con- 
sider, or you may go down into the darkness with a lie 
in your right hand ! 

And now, as a last point in the analogy — as the sun 
lends its light to the moon that it may give light by 
night, we are taught by this what we are expected to do, 
who are shined into by the Sun of Righteousness. We 
are to reflect His image ; and hence the Church is de- 
scribed as " fair as the moon, clear as the sun," and in the 
Apocalypse is again represented by a woman under whose 
feet is the earth, but who is herself ** clothed with the sua" 
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Let us, therefore, seek the light of His countenance, 
that we may " shine as lights in the world," and seek to 
be as the shining light, shining more and more unto the 
perfect day — to be resplendent in the garment of His 
righteousness, which is without spot. It is a great sin, 
when there is so much light, not to be shining with it 
brightly. 

Such are some few suggestions arising out of this 
comparison, over which we pray you, dear reader, 
seriously to ponder. 

We are thankful for the sun to give us light in the 
physical world. It were terrible to be without it, and 
what would take place if its light were withdrawn it is 
awful to contemplate. A poet has sought to make us 
realize the horrible, when he writes-^ 

** I had a dream, which was not all a dream. 
The bright sun was extinguished, and the stars 
1 )id wander darkling in the eternal space 
Rayless and pathless, and the icy earth 
Swung blind and blackening in the moonless air : 
Mom came and went — and came and brought no day. 

• • • • • • 

All earth was but one thought — and that was death. 
Immediate and inglorious ; . . . . 

.... The world was void. 
The pompous and the powerful was a lump, 
Seasonless, berbless, treeless, manless, lifeless — 
A lump of death — a chaos of dark clay." 

And scientific men tell us that if the light of the sun 
were withdrawn, "in three days there would not be a 
vestige of animal or vegetable life on the globe." 
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If such, then, were a certain catastrophe in the physical 
world in the absence of the sun, oh ! what a world it 
would be without Christ I O unbelieving reader ! you 
are dead already — you are now in a darkness that might 
be felt, even as you believe not in Christ Jesus, the light 
and life of men. 

Oh ! seek Christ — seek His face, that the light of it 
may enter your soul, and discover to you both your 
danger and mercy. Oh ! seek Him before the day of 
His grace and favour come to a termination, which may 
be at any moment ! 

** I will not let Thee go ; should I forsake my bliss ? 

No, Lord, Thou'rt mine, and I am Thine ; 
Thee will I hold when all things else I miss. 

Though dark and sad the night, 

Joy Cometh with Thy light. 
O Thou, my Sun ; should I forsake my bliss ? 

I will not let Thee go ! " 



XX. • 
HIS CHEEKS, 

"His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers." 

— ScJNG OF Songs, v. 13. 

'T*HE cheeks are the grace of the human face, where 
beauty has its seat ; and when, therefore, the 
cheeks of the Beloved — those cheeks from which cruel 
and barbarous men on earth plucked off the hair — are 
compared to a garden bed made odoriferous by the 
plants that are growing in it, it would appear that we 
may gather this truth from the comparison employed, 
that the discovery of Christ's face, or presence, is 
REFRESHING and REVIVING to the soul, on account of the 
fragrance, the sweet-smelling savour of His name ; that 
to all who enjoy the light of His countenance, the 
whole atmosphere of their life is felt to be filled as with 
spicy breezes, delightful to every sense. 

It is in a garden where we expect to find the senses 
gratified by the sweet odour of flowers ; and even so it 
is in a garden — " in His garden,^ the Church, or the 
assemblies of believing souls — where Christ abides ; 
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where His cheeks or His face are seen, and His felt 
presence becomes full of sweetness. The believing soul, 
therefore, longs for a sense of this, and the word as read 
and preached, and the ordinances, are eagerly sought 
after, that he may see and enjoy the presence of that 
Son of Man who is " in the midst of the seven golden 
lampstands." 

We fear that not many professing Christians feel 
capable of expressing themselves as Samuel Rutherford 
does, some of whose fervent words we have already taken 
occasion to quote ; for some make light of waiting upon 
the Beloved in His garden : — " Oh ! that Christ would 
come near and stand still, and give me leave to look 
upon Him ; for to look seemeth the poor man's privilege, 
since he may for nothing, and without hire, behold the 
Sun. I should have a king's life if I had no other 
thing to do than for evermore to behold and^ eye my 
fair Lord Jesus. Nay, suppose I were holden out at 
heaven's fair entry, I should be happy for evermore to 
look through a hole in the door, and see my dearest 
and fairest Lord's face. A long time out of Thy 
glorious presence is two deaths and two hells to me." 

You are ready to say, *' Ah ! that is rapturous piety." 
And it is. But why, dear reader, should not such piety 
be ours ? Is not Christ so much above all to be desired 
by the soul, that such language is scarcely even fervent 
or rapturous enough ? 

A writer remarks in his " Quiet Hours " that " in a 
spiritual element a carnal people cannot breathe with 
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freedom. Abide in the low plain of thought, and the 
multitudes will throng you ; but ascend to the mountain 
height of purer thought, and your multitudes will be 
reduced to a few disciples." 

From our experience we feel we can at once assent 
to these words ; for take, for example, the greater 
number of those who attend the different places of 
worship in our land, and can it be said they are there 
seeking the grace or the presence of the Lord, and the 
refreshing and reviving of soul that come from Him? 
It is not so, as may be seen; and therefore may we 
read, in the hearing of our congregations, the words of 
the Apostle, as appropriately applying to a present-day, 
common condition of things, over which we may well 
find occasion to weep when we view it: — "And I, 
brethren, could not speak unto you as spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed 
you with milk, and not with meat ; for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For 
ye are carnal ; for whereas there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal and walk as 
men ? for while one saith, I am of Paul, and another, 
I am of ApoUos, are ye not carnal ? " 

Let me trust, earnest reader, you feel the force of 
those words in their suitableness to the spirit of our 
days, and that you will be constrained to prayer for 
times of refreshing and revival — " O Lord, revive Thy 
work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make known; in wrath remember mercy." 
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But you perceive how enjoyable, how delightful to 
every sense, the Beloved should be to all who are truly 
His ; and if you cannot, reader, rise to such glowing 
words of praise as you find before you now, oh ! seek 
that you may be enabled.; and if you habituate your 
soul to seek the face, the presence^ of the Lord when 
you enter His earthly courts, no doubt it will not be 
long before you will be able: even to you will His 
cheeks be as a " bed of spices, as sweet flowers." 

There is a Chaldee paraphrase which views the head 
as representing " the law of God, which is more to be 
desired than gold ; the locks, the interpretation of the 
words therein heaped together, which are black to those 
that keep them not ; the eyes, Hi§ providence to behold 
and bless His people ; and the cheeks, the two tables of 
stone, written with lines as with rows of a garden of 
spices, and yielding acute and sweet senses." This is 
perhaps rather strained, if not also out of keeping with 
the general description of the graces of our Lord's 
person which we have had under our consideration 
in these pages. 

Without noting particulars, this appears to be the 
general teaching of the analogy : — TJie presence of Christy 
and the sweetness^ refreshment^ and delight that are en- 
joyed by every believing soul who has found Hinu 

The Shulamith found Him in " His garden," and 
there she delighted to commune with her heart, and 
say, " My Beloved is mine, and I am His." And so, as 
all the different Christian sanctuaries in our land are 
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virtually saying to us, as from God, " Seek ye My face," 
let us at once respond, "Thy face. Lord, will we 
seek" Let it appear on this account that we are glad 
when it is said unto us, " Let us go up to the house of 
the Lord ; " for there has God recorded His name, and 
declared it to be His rest, the place where He has 
desired to dwell ; where He makes His goings known, 
and shows His glory. The soul, in short, that has no 
delight in the house of God, cannot have pleasure in 
the Lord of the house. It is impossible ; and as God 
Himself declares He loves the gates of Sion, more than 
all the dwellings of Jacob, surely this should outweigh 
all other considerations, since we are called to be fol- 
lowers — "imitators of God, as dear children." 

That presence, then, first suggests to us the idea of 
fragrance, rich and sweet and refreshing as aromatics ; 
and spices here are obviously put for aromatic odours 
generally. 

His presence is as a " bed of spices ; " and suffice it 
that we compare Him to the principal of these spices 
— the Balm or Balsam Tree of Gilead, which, while 
fragrant and agreeable to the smell, was also noted for 
its medicinal virtues. This resin is obtained by the 
Arabs by making a cut in the bark of the tree or by 
crushing its fruit 

And Christ is indeed the true Balm of Gilead to the 
soul of man, and it was likewise true of Him that He 
was "wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our 
iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, 
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and with His stripes we are healed." His sacrifice was 
as a sweet-smelling savour, and was accepted by the 
Father for us. And the fragrance of that sin-offering is 
now going over the whole earth, even as it is this, and 
the love it declares, that gives savour to His name in the 
assemblies of His believing people. 

And if Gilead's Balm was also noted for its medicinal 
virtues, especially for its power in healing wounds on the 
body in a very short time after a drop of it had been 
applied, it is also true of Christ, and gloriously true, 
that He heals ; and let the sin-sick and diseased soul 
but partake of Him — let His blood be but sprinkled on 
the heart and conscience of the dead in trespasses 
and sins, and they are at once quickened and made 
alive in Him — for He saves unto the uttermost : and 
whatever the wounds may be, in the varied experience 
of those who partake of Him He is all-sufficient for 
perfect healing. 

And happily it is not so with our Balm of Gilead as 
it was with the resin obtained by the Arabs ; for they had 
to travel far to get it, and it was most costly, and at the 
present day it is scarcely to be found. Christ is nigh,- 
even in thy mouth and in thy heart, and His salvation 
is without money and without price ; and He is the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, in the fulness of His 
grace and blessing. 

If such is Christ, oh ! then, surely, to every soul in sin 
— under the deadly disease of sin — His name must be 
sweet, His presence be indeed as a bed of spices. 
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Look to Him, sinner, for He is able to cure all (he 
maladies of your soul. Put yourself into His hands, and 
willingly and cheerfully take what He prescribes, that 
you may be led to praise Him for His perfect healing. 
But oh ! take heed that you despise Him not, for there 
is no other healing balm — no other physician that can 
cure you; all other physicians are of no value, and if 
you are not cured by Jesus, you must die in your sins ; 
ay, indeed, be 

" For ever wasting, yet enduring still ; 
Dying perpetually, yet never dead." 

Again, among the " sweet flowers " we include but the 
rose and the //7y, and Christ is both in one — " the rose 
of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys." 

He is the "rose of Sharon." 

Sharon is a district of level country which extends 
from Mount Carmel to Csesarea, and from its once 
being abundant in flowers was named " CarmePs flowery 
field." Although some consider the rose to be the 
narcissus, and others regard it as identical with the lily, 
we had perhaps better keep to the word as we have it 
translated — the rose — the queen, the chief of flowers for 
beauty and sweetness of fragrance. And roses such as 
grow in England here, and which are England's national 
emblem, are to be found in Palestine, both the white 
garden rose and the damask rose; and one has 
poetically termed it — 

" Sharon's fair and bleeding" rose." 
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And Christ is indeed beautiful and fragrant as the 
rose. Of all the sons of men, He is the fairest ; and as 
the rose excels in beauty all other flowers, so is Christ 
head over all things to His Church ; and He has a name 
that is above every name — a name which is as ointment 
poured forth, like the holy ointment of consecration, 
which flowed down the beard even to the hem of 
Aaron's garment ; for to Christ as our High Priest and 
King the Spirit was given without measure, and He was 
endowed with gifts and graces above all men and all 
created beings — anointed with the oil of gladness above 
His fellows. 

And He is a rose that fades not in His beauty, and 
His sweetness lasts for ever. 

Have you got this rose, reader? Have you Him 
planted in your bosom ? Has He a place in your home ? 
You delight in the fragrance of the roses when the 
summer breath causes their fragrance to flow forth — is 
/esus thus delighted in by you ? 

** Jesus, the saint's perpetual theme — 
What fragrant odours fill the name 

Of lovely Sharon* s rose! 
As ointment poured forth, it spreads 
A sweet perfume, an unction sheds, 

Whence joy celestial flows.'* 

And Christ is also the lily of the valleys — the lily, as 
He is also the rose. And here suffice it simply to 
remark, that the ideas suggested are similar to those just 
noted, and we have already more particularly referred to 
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the lily when speaking on the lips of Christ. And He 
is — 

" Meek as the lilyy too — and white, 
The lowly, spotless Nazarite, 

The Lamb for sinners slain ! 
With blood bedewed, His own rich blood. 
For us He poured the crimson flood ; — 

He died, yet lives again." 

And now, reader, as you enter His garden — the as- 
sembly of His people, where grow His lilies too — does 
the face, the presence of the Beloved remind you of 
what we have in this, but very fragmentary, way sug- 
gested to you ? 

O sinner ! would you not like to conceive of Christ in 
this way ? Only seek Him earnestly — with your whole 
heart — and you will. And oh ! when you once know 
Him, the sweetest of all sweetest things will be found 
by you to be not sweet enough to compare with Him ! 
And even as you cannot well analyse and describe a 
fragrance to any one, but can only say, ** How refresh- 
ing ! how pleasant ! how delightful ! " it will be the same 
with Jesus. He is " as a bed " — a very mass — " of 
spices, as sweet flowers." But what is that? How little 
may any description serve to give you an idea of it ! 
And so again is it with Jesus. You have to know Him, 
and when you do know Him, His excellences will be 
found to be unspeakable. You may borrow all kinds 
of images to set Him forth in His ^^pleroma " — His ful- 
ness—but you will still feel that all — the most beautiful 
— the sublimest — all come short ! 
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And now, reader, for some time together we have been 
" looking unto Jesus." To the writer of these pages it 
has been a delight to study Him ; what has it been to 
you who have been reading them? Is Christ felt by 
you to be more precious than ever He has been ? Oh ! 
if He is not, there must be something very hard — very 
cold — about your heart ; if He is not indeed to you the 
ALTOGETHER LOVELY, and you are ready to say — 

** Thou, O Christ, art all I want. 

More than all in Thee I find ; 
Raise me, fallen ; cheer me, faint ; 

Heal me, sick ; and lead me, blind. 
Thou of life the fountain art. 

Freely let me take of Thee ; 
Spring Thou up within my heart, 

Rise to all eternity." 

Let us seek, believing reader, daily to put on the 
beauty of our beloved Lord — daily to yield Him fra- 
grance by abounding in the graces of His Spirit And 
let us intensely concern ourselves about carrying the 
healing Balm of-Gilead with us to the sad, sorrowing, 
suffering, and sinful hearts of our fellow-creatures upon 
every opportunity that is afforded us : and let us also 
desire that our life in Him be fragrant as the rose, and 
our name, as hid in His, be as ointment poured forth. 

Oh ! that the Church — the Garden of the Lord— were 
fuller of beauty and fragrance, considering there is so 
gracious a Presence promised to us ! 

" Come from the four winds, O breath of the Lord, 
and breathe upon the slain that they may live." 
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" Awake, O North wind, and come, thou South : blow 
upon my Garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. 
Let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His 
pleasant fruits." 

" Drooping plants revive and nourish, 

Let them thrive beneath Thine hand ; 

Let the weak grow strong and flourish, 
Blooming fair at Thy command. 

Let the fruitful yield Thee more. 

Laden with a richer store. 

** Further, Lord, be Thou entreated, 
Plant the barren waste around ; 
Let Thy work be thus completed, 

And no sterile spot be found. 
Let the earth a vineyard be, 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee ! " 



THE END. 
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